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Sir ROBERT WALPOLE, 


60; = 2x7 > 


Eirſt Lord of the Tatthsvny; 
CHANeELLOR and UNDER TRRA“ 
$vRER of the Exchzæun, One 
of His Majzsrrs Mosr Ho- 
NORABLE Pave Coynai; and 
 KniGuT of the moſt Noble Oa ER 
of the GarTeR: 


STI MEER 

F Dedications to great 
Men, are often the 
Effect of Ambitivn; 
Intereſt, or Vanity ; 
yet They are fſonic- 


times inſpir d by more 
vertuous Motives, al an Author 
rutis no Hazard of being thought; 
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e of. e . He . 
| Tuſtice to a . which, all the 
World has cicher admired or en- 
vied.; A Deſcri ption of the eſta- 
bl iſhed io bode of Government, a 
View bf: the Commerce, and poli- * 
tical Reflections on the Intereſts of 
a neighbouring Stute, could be no 
whe 10 properly addreſſed, as to 
a Perfoh who has for many Years 
ſuſtained the moſt Important Part, 


5 Mixture of Prerbgative 
*. fol which is to be TGind 
in the Conſtitution of England, 
bas Jong, made It the Envy-and 
Admration of our Neighbours 
but ey = Engliſhman is ready 
to boaſt the Hay pineſs of our Con- 
ſtitutton, It will be owned We 
have not always cultivated * to 
the beſt Advantage. The Commons, 


ever jealous of the Power of their 
$S OVer C197) 
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q | Sovereign, have frequently diſtreſ- 
EZ fd the Adminiſtration, and if They 

have ſometimes had the Glory of 
bringing illuſtrious Criminals to Juſ- 
tice, there are likewiſe Inſtances to 
be given, when influenced by 
factious and deſigning Men, they 
have broke in with Violence upon 
the wiſeſt Meaſures, and blindly ſa- 
crificed their Security, to ill ground 
ed, and unſcaſonable Suſpicion, bt 
J It has been your Part Sir, to re- 
concile thoſe Diyiſions which have 
hindred Us from knowing our own 
Force, and how well You have ſuc- 
XZ cceded in ſo generous and difficult a 
Task, is ſtrongly illuſtrated by the 
great Figure England has 3 a- 
broad during your Adminiſtration; 
the natural Conſequence of Har- 
mony in the different Parts of our 
| nn 
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ing Your Countty to this eight 

| Seat and Reputation, by which 
His MajesTy is enabled to pre- 
ferve that Equality of Poner, be- 
tween the ſeveral Princes of Europe, 
ſo neceflary to the Welfare both 
of Them and Ourſelves, has been 
repaid with the Confidence of two 
great Printes; and if You are almoſt 
the only Engliſh Miniſter, whoſe 
Glory It Wy been to paſs from 
the Service of one + Royal Maſler 
into that of another, 8 the 
ſame Degree of Truft- and Power, 
yet permit me to fay, You arc ſtill 
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more eminent for an Unexam} pled 
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of Buſ gels, ae for that + Steadiriels 


in your Friendſhip,” which ſhines 
at che Head of thoſe Talents, that 


bye unickd the 'Contidence and 


Goodwill of the People, with the 
Favouf 


1 hes! Shate You bare had ir , 
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EIB Importauce aud Delic 
SW the oper that are En 
- F- Sheets, ought perhaps to 
ES have deterred a young Man from 
attempting Them; but when the 
Die is once thrown, tis fruitleſs to repine, 
though the Caſt proves againſt Vs. 
There are ſeveral Errors of the Preſs in this 
Book, as in moſt others, which the judicious Rea- 


Aer will correct, and for other Faults, We are 
told by a * "good. Hand, that tis in vain 
to beg In r | 


1 , 


r 


| / Us Auteur a G dans une humble preface, 
Au Lecteur qu' II ennuye 2 Beau demander Grace.“ 


This I can ſay in Recommendation of the 
Wark, that I have every where wrote with 
Truth ,.. aud TR F accotding to my 


1 Judgment. | 


* Boixkav. 


AGE ph N de x 
Of the Mxrnops of Goytrnmaent; = 
_ eſtabliſhed in the Unirep Pxovinces. "2 
+ INTODUCTION 
AR is often neceſſary for the ; 


Support of Liberty, and tg 
ancient BaTavi were Lovers ' 


both of dne and the other, 
Jurius CKSsAR knew ther  _ 
Valour when He -oppoſed d 


Them fo fucceſsfully to the GAurs, whom 
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"i; _ defeated The ee Them- 
ſelves ſtood in Fear of this warlike Nation. (a 
Their Cavalry was then the beſt in the World, 
and their Infantry fought with equal Courage, 
in Fens and Marlhes, as when poſted on firm 
Land; () a Quality peculiar to Them, and 
derived from the watry Situation of their 
Country. FpEIITY was another Virtue at- 
tributed to the old BATA VI, as well as Cou- 
rage, and accordingly the Roman Emperors 
very often had their Live-Guards from a- 
mongſt Them. They had rhe honourable. 
Title of Allies of the Empire, in Favour of , 
which They were exempt from all Taxes and 
Tributes, (c) and after having been ſome 
F Time aſſociated to the Empire, The Romans 
| ſtyled Them FRIENDS and BROTHERS, as 
Appears by this Inſcription. 1 


Gens SD Amici et Fratres Rom. 1 @) | 


—_— 
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(4) Igitur kacefenribus Batavis Wenne orta. Tacit: 
TL. v. P. 335. 88 
© 7 (b) Germanoram Cohortem a Ceſaribus olim ad Cuſto- 

diam Corporis inſtitutam, multis que Experimentis fide» 
5 lifimam, diſſolvit Servius Galba, ac fine ullo incommodo. | 
; "> in Patriam remifit. Sueron in Galba. | 
= (e) Manet honos et antique Societatis infigne : nam nec 
Tribnutis contunduntur, tantum in uſum Przliarum ſepoſiti, 
2a velut Tela atque Arma, bellis reſervantur. Tacit Ger- 


manic- 
(d) Deſcription hi ſtorique du Gonvernnement des Pro 
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Part IJ. IILUsTRATA, GW. 3 
The BA rA vi come originally from Hass, 
under the Conduct of their Ting BAT TON, 
reduced to fly his Country by the Arti- 
fices of a Mother in Law who attempted 
to poiſon him. (a) The firſt Place They poſ- 
ſeſſed Themſelves of was an Iſland, formed 
by the Waal and the Rhine, which to this Day 
retains the name of BaTaw, from whence 
following the Courſe of this laſt River, They 
fate down at one of thoſe Places where it diſ- 
embogues it ſelf into the Sea, and named it 
Carwick. (b) 2 5 8 
II Is pretended that CLoODIUSs .Crviris de- 
rived his Extraction from this Xing BAr ro, 
but be that as it will, He was ſtill more enno= 
bled by his Virtues than his Deſcent. This 
Perſon attempted with equal Policy and Cou- 
rage to free his Country from the Roman Ser- 
vitude, and was at firſt ſucceſsful againſt CE- 
REAL IS; but as nothing is more inconſtant 
than the Chance of War, the Roman General 
being reinforced with the German Legions, was 
Victorious in his Turn, and Clodius was at 
laſt entirely defeated. (c) SH ALE 
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(a) See Baſnage ut ſupra. 1 
() Cattorum vicus. EY 3 
(e) Travellers ſee the Hiſtory of Clodius Civilis finely 
painted by Van Holben in 6 Cabinet of the States General 
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The Roman; Evrtrons were from this 
Time obliged to build ſtrong Forts, and enter- 
tain.large Garriſons on the Banks of the Rhine, 
to repreſs the frequent Inſurrections of the Ba- 
AVI, occaſioned as well by a native Love of 


. % * - . E 2 
LTilerty as the Severity of the Roman Comman- 
* ders, Coxs TAN Tus had two Reaſons for 
ordering the BaTavian ConorrTs to attend 


him in the third Expedition He had projected 
againſt the Perſiaus: firſt that he might be 
{ure of having good Soldiers, and ſecondly, 
that he might deprive JuLiaNn of their Aſſi- 
ance; of whom He already began to be jea- 
Jous. But the BATAvI would not under- 
take ſo deſperate a March from one Side of 
the Roman Empire to the other, and took the 
thing ſo ill of Couſtantius, that They ſwore 
Themſelves to a Man the Friends of Julian, 
and vow d to prove every Danger to ſet him 
on the Throne. 3 3 
Upon the Declenſion of Charlemagne s Fa- 
mily, the great Officers of the Crown took Oc. 
caſion from the Weakneſs of the reigning 
Princes, to make their Governments Heredita- 
ry in theirown Families; and upon theſe Oc- 
'cafions the Provinces of the Low Countries un- 
derwent ſeveral Revolutions. Very often | 
They were disjoined and ſeparated one from 
another; and ſometimes a ſingle Prince would MF 
= reunite ſeveral of them in Subjection to _ 2 
| 85 ſelf. 
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Part I. IILIVSsTRATA, Oc. 5 
ſelf Tis faid that Raa bod who commanded 
in Frizeland was actually Xing of that Pro- 
vince. (a) Gelderland and Brabant had the ir 
Dukes; Holland and Flanders were goyern'd by 
Earls; and Utrecht had her Biſhops, who made 
2X Themſelves Maſters of that City With all its De- 
pendancies. The meek Prelates became , mar- 
= ring Soveraigns, and the Sword and Helmet 
often uſurped upon the Mitre and Croxier. 
Afterwards, when theſe, and the other Pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries came to be united 
under one Head, as they were ſucceſſively in 
= the Families of BuxGUundy and AvusTRIA, 
They ſtill retained their diſtinct and antient 
Forms oſ Government. I do not think it very 
material to give a genealogical account of the 
Princes of Burgundy. Tis ſufficient to obſerve 
that there have been three extraordinary Re- 
volutions inthe Low Countries. The Fi ſt united 
them in the SEcoNnD BRANCH of the Famiry 
of BuxGuNdy ; by the ſecond They paſſed 
to the Housk of AusTR14, and by the third, 
more bloody than the former, this great Body 
was diſmembred of Seven Provinces, which 
were forced to unite for their own Defence, 
whilſt the other ten remained in Subjection 
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I 
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„ | 3 255 "> 
(a) See Baſnage ut ſup. P. 2. 


B 3 to 


N ELD W " N _ 
PG 9 A * 0 and * * 2 . L 0 7, Io LET 
. 5 8 9 8 MN, LY = 
- * » N : WF 
* 8. r 7 * 
1 8 * 
. 


Ts BATAVIA anl. 


to the Princes of the Auſtrian Family, or De- 
volved back to FRANCE, either by Conqueſt 
RT... OY a 
Maxy of BuxGunpy, after the Death 
of her Father Lewis the HARDY, who 
was killed before Nancy in 1476, had a 
1 mind to marry the DAurhix Son of LE W- 
I IS XI King of FRAxck, and the Genera- 
*  lity of the Flemiſh Lords will'd paſſionately 
By for this Alliance, becauſe moſt of their Eſtates 
F lay on the SausRkE, and they knew very 
well that Lewis would not fail to confiſcate 
Them, if their Princeſs married a Stranger. 
But the French King extended the Hatred He 
had born the Duke ot Burgund) to his Daugh- 
ter, and would never conſent to the Marriage 
tho' He flattered the Flemmings with the 
Hopes of it. He had proje&ed on the con- 
trary how to diveſt that Princeſs of all her 
Territories; but this Deſign did not take Ef- 
ect, notwithſtanding the Treachery of ſome 
' , Flemiſh Men ot Quality, who were over-aw'd 
and workd upon to give up ſeveral Towns 
to Him: and the Princeſs irritated at his 
Behaviour, married Maximitian Son of 
the EM ERROR FREDERICK the III, to 
whom ſhe brought the DuTcay of (a) 
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)) See les Scuverains du monde Tom. prem. pag. 8, 
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Part I. IIIVSTRATA, Or. 7 


Bux&unpy and the ſeventeen Provinces 
of the NETHERLANDS: 3 
This PRINCEss died ſoon after her Marri- 


age, leaving two Children, Pnilir the Hand. 


ſome and the PxiNcess MarGARET, under 
the Tuition of their Father ; But the Fe=ple of 
GEHEN T conteſted this Guardianſhip ; made 
MAx1MILIAN a Priſoner, and askd Aſſiſt- 
ance of the King of Fx ance againſt him, who - 
was well enough diſpoſed to afford it them; 
for CHagLEs VIII, then at the Head of that 
Monarchy, was already apprehenſive of Max1- 
MILIAN'S Greatneſs, who being elected Xing of 
the Romans, might very eaſily become too 
formidable a Neighbour. in this Fear, 
CHARLES reſolved to aid the Flemmings 3 
FL ANDERS in Courſe became the Seat of 
War; and Maxmitian had abundance of 
Trouble to reduce and ſoften the Obſtinaey of 
his Enemies „ 1 

He was farther traverſed by the Aing of 
France, in the Deſign he had formed of mak- 
ing an Alliance with the HRIR ESS of BxaETAGe 
NE, Whom Charles got out of his Hands; and 
to aggravate the Affront, ſent him back his 
Daughter without reſtoring the Durchy of 
Burgundy, which had been relinquiſh'd to Him 
gs her Dower ; upon which Maximilian Mare 
ried his Son, Parr.te the HAN DSOuE, to JANE 
of Axzagon, Daughter ot IsAZBLLA and 
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8 EAT AVI part I. 


FERDINAND the Ca rfolick, and his 
Daughter PRINcEss MARGARET) to Jon 
PRINCE of Spain. : 
This Don Jonx ſucceeded to the Low 
Countries in Right of his Wife, but died 
ory; and left only one Son, that did not 

A uryive him; by whoſe Death PHILIr 

e n came to inherit the Crown, 

in Right of his Wife, Jaxx of AxRAGON, 
Siſter to one, and Aunt to the other of 
the deceaſed Princes. PHILIr mounted the 
Throne of CasTiLE in 1505, and died 
in the ſucceeding Year, leaving his Son 
CnakLEs the 5th, to the Tuition of Lzwis 
the 12th KING of FRANCE, who remitted 
the Care of his Education to Moxsixux 
CniEVRESs, one of the principal Lords 

of the Low Countries, who made him fays 
Mons1gus BasNAGE , the greateſt Man 

of the Age he lived in. | 

This Pxince faw himſelf at once, EMpr- | 
non, King of Seain, MaAsrER of the 

SIP SEVENTEEN Provinces of the NETHER- 
LANDS, Vhich he united to the EmrixE 

under the 7 itle of the Circle of Burgund y; 
LYoxp of both the Invites, and 8 the 
Epaniſh Territories in AuxRICA; With many 

© her Domzions and Pretentions Which it is 
uſeleſs to enumerate, His Life was one 
Fonſtant Purſuit alter * and Power; 
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part I. ILLLUsTRATA, Oc. 9 
and He had well-nigh finiſhed his Career 
with great Reputation to himſelf, when in 
the Vear 1555, being weary of Government, 
and apprehenſive that a ſingle Diſgrace in 
the Evening of Life, ' might tarniſh the 
Memory of his former Actions, He took a 
Reſolution to abdicate his Dominions; which 
he ſettled in Part on his Brother FERD/- 
NANO, to whom He reſigned the Empire, 
with the Hereditary Countries of the Houſe 
of Auſtria in Germany; and the Reſt on his 
Son PHILIP the SEconD, who had SPAIN, 
the Low Countries, his Dominions in /TALT, 
and ( onqueſts in AMERICA.”. Philip received 
the Netherlands from his Father in a very 
flouriſhing Condition. They reckoned up in 
that ſmall Extent of Country, above Three 
hundred and fifty walled Towns, and Six 
thouſand three hundred conſiderable Villages, 
well peopled with expert and induſtrious 
Inhabitants, equally proper for War, Com- 
meree and Navigation. 4 
CHARLEs the Fir rh choſe Bruſſels for the 
Theatre of his Abdication ; whit her having 
convened the States, He renounced in a full 
X Aſſembly, (leaning on the Arm of WILLIAM I. 
PRINCE of ORANGE, all Right and Title 
to the Soveraignty ot the 17 Provinces in 
Favour of Philip, Who Swore to preſerve the 
= Priviledges of the Country; and the Deputies - 
| at 
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CARL Es went for Spain in the Month of 

September of the ſame Year, leaving Philip 

AM in the Netherlands, having recommended it to 
Him, to take particular Care of thoſe Provin- 
_ io ces, as one of the moſt conſiderable Branches 
3 of his Dominion But the Nomrity 
alk2and ProrrE ſoon felt a Difference betwixt 
| the Father and the Son. (a) CHARLES had 

been engaged in ſeveral Wars, and had often 
commanded his Armies in Perſon; but 
Piri ſeemed diſpoſed to govern his Do- 
minions and Forces, by the Orders which 
He directed to Them from his Cabinet; 
CHARLES was ſweet and affable; PfLIp 
grave and auſteer in all his Manners; the 
Firſt ſpoke the principal Languages of 
Euxopk, and accommodated Himſelf with 

Eaſe to the Cuſtoms of all Nations: PHILIP, 

both in Language and every Thing elſe ap- 

peared entirely Spaxiſh; | from whence it 

was concluded, that his Favour would be 

confined to that NATION; that he would 

retire into Spain, and always govern from 

thence the Countries which his Father had 

left Him. CrarLeEs in his latter Days, had 
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conceived Jealouſies of the NETHERLANDERS 
on account of RELIGION: That of LurRER 
was already eſtabliſhed in GERMAN x, and Car- 
vin's had made a great Progreſs in FRANCE. 
Both One and the Other, had been intro- 
duced into theſe Provinces, by the Zeal and 
Intercourſe, of thoſe who profeſſed Them 
in Germany, France, and England. The 
ANazarTisTs had likewiſe got Footing 
amongſt Them, who, tho' very different 
from thoſe of MunsTEer, were, however, 
equally averſe to the CHuxch of Roms. 
CHARLES had exhibited very rigorous Editts 
againſt Thoſe who ſeparated from the 
Church, and tis affirmed, that there had 
already ſuffered Death in his Time, (5) 
about One hundred thouſand Perſons on account 
of Religion. But the Number and Cou- 
rage of Thoſe who embraced theſe dif- 
ferent Opinions, inſtead of being diminiſh- 
ed by Severity and Perſecution, increaſed 
every Day, and ſometimes they lad even 
reſcued out ot the Hands of the Officers, 
thoſe who were led to Execution. This 
had obliged Mary Queen of Hungary, then 
Regent of the Low Countries, to engage. the 
ExipkRox her BROTHER, to come thither 
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that he might be convinced this Rigou rt 
only ſerved to inflame the Sore. Te 
fame Epic rs, however, were afterwards 
confirmed. by PHII Ip, and in Conſequence 
of Them, a multitude of Perſons ſuffered 
IJ the ſevereſt Puniſhments. 114 
Indeed, The People ſnewed a ready Diſ- 9 
poſition for the Reformation of Religion, and 
this made CAR DIN AL BEN TIVOGLIO, fa 
* That ſo great an Evil exacted no [ef 
© powerful Remedies, than thoſe that were 
applied. The Goop' Carpinal com- 
mends theſe ſanguinary Edicts, and attributes 
at the ſame Time both to Charles and Philip, 
a great deal of Juſtice and Religion; with- 
out reflecting, that Jus ric indiſputably By 
_ conſiſts in rendering to every One That 
_ *- which belongs to Him; a Virtue,  abſolute- Y 
ly inc:mpatible with War undertaken thro' 
were Ambition, of which They made na 
Manner of Scruple; and with the Oppreſ- 
ſion of Nations, which was never of the 
feaſt Conſideration with Them. | 
_Reriigion is certainly a Diſpoſition of 
Mind, which engages Us to render to Gon, 
That which is due to Him, or the Obſerva- 
tion of thoſe Laws, which he hath given 
Us in the GosrEL. The Cardinal could 
net cite any Precept of It, that com- 
mands SQVERAINS to impriſon, baniſa, ruin. 
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or kill Thoſe who have different Sentiments 
of divine 1 from themſelves, or the 
Doctrines of that Theology, which happens 


to be eſtabliſhed in their Dominions; when 


in other Reſpects, They conform faithfully 
to the Civil Juriſdiction. Nor are CHRIS“U 
TIANS any where commanded to embrace 
the Opinions, either of their Prixces, or of 
the Multitude, in Caſes of Religion, but 
Thoſe only, which they are perſwaded, to 


be conformable to the REVELATIONS of 


| Me Gomer. e 
In Defiance, however, to theſe Principles, 


both of Reaſon, and Religion, They eſta- 
bliſhed in the Low-Countries, an Extraordina- 


ry Tribunal, to cleanſe them of what they 


called HARERESVY. This Court was filled with 
X CHuRCHMEN , and extreamly reſembled 


the Spaniſh and Italian Tnquiſitions, The 
FLEMMINGS complained of It in the Begin- 
ing, and juſtly loaded it with the moſt odi- 
ous Names, not doubting that its Effects 


would encreaſe, as They ſoon found from 


the Impriſouments, Confiſcations, Corporal Pun- 


1 | iſhments, and cruel Executions, Which in a 


little Time grew common over all the 
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(a) Grotzus Ann. Lib. 1. Page 10, and 11. 
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* *Twas not only the ProrLE who cry'd 
cut upon this Conduct, but Perſons of the 
higheſt Diſtinction, for their Nobility, Alliances, 
Services, Friends, and Employments. There 
was a conſiderable Number of Theſe in the 
Country, but above the Reſt, Two, who at- 


trated the Eyes of all the World. WILLIANI 


of Nassau, PRINCE of Og axncs, Governour 


of the Provinces of Holland, Zealand, and T- 
frecht; and LAMERAL EAR of EcmonT, Go- 


wpernour of Flanders and Artois. Theſe two 


Lords, though equally loved and eſteemed, 
were of Characters entirely different. The 


PRIxcE of OxAnGE, more proper for In- 


trigue than War, was a prudent Man and ge- 


 wetrating ; popular in all his Manners 3 never 
Fpeaking but to the Purpoſe ; a Man ot Coun- 


eil; capable to digeſt the moſt intricate Affairs, 
and to ccndutt Them in the ableſt Manner. 


The Eaxr of EMMON r, on the ccntrary, was 


more proper for War than Peace ; free in his 


Words and Thoughts; more diſpoſed to fami- 
_ harize Himſelf with mi/itary Men than the 


Citizens ; and fitter to advance Himſelf by 


Arms, than to gain Favour by the Addreſs of 
a Court. The principal Employments, were 
divided between theſe Lords, and ſuch of the 
Nobility as they patronized. 5 


Not one amongſt Them had--openly ap- 


teſtants 
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teſtants when They were firſt publiſhed. The 

F Pxzince of OxAxce born of Proteſtant Pa- 

RE rents, was the only Perſon the Court was jea- 

2X lous of, who, when He was Hoſtage in France, 

at the Court of HENRY the Second, for the 
Execution of the PEACE of Canary, di. 
covered and advertiſed his Friends in the low 
Countries, that the French King conſulted 
with Philip the Second, on a proper Method, 

to exterminate the Proteſtants. The Reſt of 

the Nobilizy, who were not ſo rich, and had 
been very expenſive, were put to it to ſup. = 
port Themſelves. They ſaw with Regret tze 
Diſpoſitions the King made for leaving 9 
Them; apprehenſive of loſing by his Ab- 

XX ſence, thole Advantages which they had en- 

XX joyed whilſt CHARLEs reſided amongſt Them. 

And accordingly They had no ſooner pene- 
trated his Deſgu of returning into Spain, than 
their Diſcontent was viſible is 

2X TheEccrtsasTiIcks, eſpecially the RRxcu- 

AR AsBoTs, (a) were little better ſatisfied 
than the NOBILITVY. This ill Temper ſprung 
from the Erection of new BIsHorRICRS 

"XX which it was thought proper to eſtabliſh, un- 
der Pretence that the BisHoes might take 
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(4) Bentrooglio lib. 1. Page 6, 
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more Care of their Dioceſſes, which were be- 
fore too large for the Prelates to have a fuffi- 
cient Eye over the People that depended on 
Them. But the Court was now obliged, for: 
the more honourable Subſiſtance of the BisHors, 
to ſuppreſs ſeveral Avsits, whoſe Revenues 
were aſſigned for their Support ; and whereas 
the AzzoTs had formerly taken Place in tlie 
Aſſembly of the STATEs, They were now | 
forced to relinquiſh their Rant to the Brsu- ® 
ots, and could no longer command the Suf- 
frages of the firſt Order. One might have ex- 
pected that the Clergy would have ſeen the 
Erection of theſe new Biſhopricks with Plea- 
ſure, which muſt neceſſarily elevate the Pomp 
and Majeſty of the CHuxcu; but It ſeems the 
Assos did not think the Dignity of the 
HritrxARCHY by any means an Equivalent for 
the Loſt of their Revenues, and accordingly 
They were full as early in their Complaints 
as the Laity, and expreſſed their Chagrin 
with all the Vivacity peculiar to Men of their 
— 3 4 46k £5 th 

- Parc having reſolved to go into Spain, as 
the principal Part of his Dominions, and from 
whence H: believed He could moſt: commodi- 
ouſly govern the Reſt which were very wide- 
ly disjoined, the Queſtion was, to whom He 
ſhould commit the Government of the Low 
Countries. Iis ſaid He was at firſt unreſolved if 
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He ſhould truſt ſo important an Employ & : 
his Coſin CHRISTIANA, DUTCHESS 


of LORRAINE, or to MArGARET 
Du TcHEss of PARMA, who was, his 
Father's natural Daughter. But He ſoon re- 
ſolved in Favour of the Latter, who was 
born in Flanders, and whole Husband, the 
Dukk of Parma and PraAcenTIA, bad a 
conſiderable Eſtate in the Milaneze, Part of Phi- 


is Dominions in Zaly; beſides which, She 


7 offered to ſend her Son Alexander to the Court 
"= of Spain. 'Tis added that the Prince of Orange 
 X favoured the Dutcheſs of Lorraine, whole 


Daughter he courted ; which to a Prince of 
X Philip's Complexion was Reaſon enough for 
not giving che Employ in Queſtion to that 
*X Princeſs : and telides this He believed ſhe 
would be too much influenced by the 
Hing of France, a Neighbour of Lorraine. It 
was in Conformity to the ſame Poliricks, 
that Philip hindered the Prince of Oranges 
X Marriage with Chriſtianas Daughter, that his 


75 . 1 
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'Y | Power in Flanders might not be augmented 
by the Næarneſs of that Princeſs's Territories. 


Thus the GOVERNMENT, in Appearance 


was placed in the Hands of the Dutcheſs of 
Parma; but GRANVELLE, afterwards Cars 
2X y1XAL of that Name, newly created Archbiſhop 
ef Malines, had the abſclute Direction and 


Secret of Affairs. This was a Man of low - 
1 O Extraſtion; 


18 | 2 47 1A Part l. 


Extraction his Father NicHorLAs PexRENOT, 
(a) Sieur de Granvelle, had advanced Himſelf 


by his Address and Blind Obedience to the Or- 


ders of Charles the fifth, to the Office of Se- 
cretary. He had a Share in the moſt ſecret 
Councils, and after having ferved his Prince 
with uncommon Vigilance, He left at his 
Death, the ſame Employments to his Son, who 
was not leſs canning than Himſelf, but more 


ambitious, and. enterprizing. BENTIVOGLIO, 


has left Us his Character in the following 
Words. © He was fays He, a Man that had 
learned under the Tuition of his Fa- 
ther, and in the Management of the Secret 
Affairs of CHARLES, to govern abſolutely, 
rather than content Himſelf with an Au- 
thority limited by Law: He had paſſed, adds 
He, from the Service of the Farber, to 
that of the Sox, and had been employed in 
the ſame Affairs, with the ſame Power. He 
was left with the Durch Ess of Parma, as 
an Arbiter and Director ct her Conduct, 


Authority which the RINA gave Him Leave 
to aſſume : He was naturally haughty, and 
cholerick, with a Behaviour more proper for 
a Layman, than an Ecclefiaſtick , He loved 
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() Se Grotius Lib. 1. Page 3. 
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and He did not know how to moderate the 
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© to make an Oftentation of his Credit with 
c the KING father than to hide It; and to 
< appear ſuperior to all the World, without 

giving Himfelf any Pain about the Op- 

"X © poſition he might meet with, or the Zyvy 

X * that it might draw on Him; and This in 
© a manner, that was rather imperious than 
* Modeſt. 

It is eaſy to imagine, that the Prince of 
Orange, and Count Egmont could very hardly 
brock a Man of this Diſpoſition: He had 
XZ likewiſe offended Prairie of MonTMoxancy 
XX Count Hoxn, whom he had hindred - 

= from obtaining the Government of Gelder- 
land, to which he aſpired. Complaints be- 

gan to be made of Him, by all Sorts of 
X Peffons, who could not bear that a ffir 
Stranger ſhould govern all, and trample 
upon the Nomrity fo outra gioaf] y; twas 
every where loudly affir: that it was 
ro . o dee owed its 
= #/a ; and the C jars were 
{ univerſal, that he had not he leaſt Regard 
to the Priviledges of the Country. 
The Seeds of Diſcontent thus propa 
ted during the Miniftry of Grantelle, broke 


d out into « Flame under the Duxe of 


X Arva, whom Pte fent ſome Time 
XX aiter into the Netherlands; where we fine 
© | Him executing with a barbareus Attivity, 


\ 


1 , 
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the moſt rigid Commands of an unjuſt. Ad: 
miniſtration, with a Rage, and Violence, fo 


unpr eſidented, that he has been | deſer vedly f 7 | 


ſtyled the moſt Cruel of Mankind. 
The Provinces. of Horranp. and 
ZEALAND, Which had been for ſeveral 


Ages ſubject to the ſame Prince, were the 


Firſt to unite Themſelves for the Support 
of their Liberty, by a particular Alliance 
in the Year 1576. (a) The Prince 


of Orance WILLIAM of Nassau, 


Governor for the . King of SPAIN over 
thole Provinces, was the Author of this 
Treaty, by which they inveſted Him with 
the ſupream Authority, to govern and con- 


duct Them, in all Matters relating to the 


Mar; which they did not openly avow 
to be. againſt the Hing of Spain, but in 
Oppofition to the violent and unjuſt Govern- 
ment of the Spaniards and Strangers. It is 
even ſaid in the eighth Article of the 
Prince's Inſtructions, that his ExcxLLENCV, 
in the Aing's Name, as Count. of Holland 
and Zealand, ſhould adminiſter Juſtice, by 
the provincial Council of the Court of Holland, 
It is no where pretended that the War 
was undertaken, for the ſupport of the 
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EX Proteſtant. Religion againſt the Popiſb: Tho 
indeed, the Conſtraint that was put upon 
the Conſciences of the Reformed, could not fail, 
to weigh with Them, but the Vi: lation 
of their civil Rights, was in all likelyhcod 
X 2. more; powerful Motive, and indeed it is 
evident that the War. was entered into, for 
the Defence of the common Liberty, and 
Priviledges of the Country. ſince the 
XZ Rowan; CaTHOLICks engaged in It, e- 
qually with the Reformed. It was inſinu- 
'X ated, however, in the . Preamble to the 
Princes Inſtructions. that It was, neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh a ſound Regulation of the Honour 
due to Gop, and the Propagation of his 
XX holy Word; and they go ſomething farther - 
in the fifteenth Article, where It is ſtipula- 
2X lated, © That as to what reſpects Religion, 
His HicHness ſhall admit and main- 
X < tain,' the Exerciſe of the evangelical re- 
Xt © formed Religion, and ſhall ſuperſede. and a- 
XX *© -oliſh the foros of all Religions contrary 
Xt © to the Gosyer,. Not permitting, how- 
ever, that any Conſtraint be put on Per- 
ſons in Matters of Conſcience, or that the 
X *« leaſt Vexation, Injury, or Damage be of- 
= *& fered to any One.: Eſtabliſhing further, 
XxX < with reſpect to the Exerciſe of Religion, ſuch 
a a Regulation, as ſhall be conſiſtent with 
* the State of Affairs, and of the Cities, for 
hk * . 
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© the preater Security and C onvenienty Wy. the 
© PeorLE, preſerving a due R for 
© the Hfuuour of Gov. It 1. ber eaſily 


concluded, from the known Moderation F the 


Prince of Orange, that He would not per- 
mit Them, to uſe the leaſt Severity rowards 
any diſſenting Body: It ſeemed but reaſona- 
ble that as no One was difquicted 4n the 
Practice of his Religion, the Rx FORMED, 
who made the far greater Namber, and were 


| Maſters 5 the Ser. ſhould have te 
or the Uſe of their OW... 


The Example of theſe two Provinees, 
drew ſeveral others to Unite, who at laſt 
entred into an Alliance with Holland and 
Zealand, which is called the Paci FICATION 
of GHexT. „from being coneluded in that 
Town.” But ſeveral 7 jeſe Provinces fell a- 
gain un: ger the Spap/h Fariſdittion. Thoſe who 
preſerved their £erty, 155 GEEDERLAND, 
comprehending the CO £4 NI. T of.  ZUTPHEN; 
EL ANN, 0 With WEST FREE ELAN D; 
ZFALAND, ©TRECHT, FRIZELAND, 
OVERISSBL; and CRONING HEN, which 
takes in the OMMELANDS, a — 15 ſitu- 
ated between the Rivers | Eli) and LAwWER- 


Theſe 'Provinces entered into a very ſtrict 
td on the 3d of 2 1 19 2 5 2 


4 See Wg ef ri 5 Preo% Nom. . e : 
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Part I. ILLVsrRATA, Oc. 23 


which is called the UNION of UTztcur, 


and gave Birth to the Commonwealth of the 


Pnited Provinces. There is likewiſe 2 great 


deal of Moderation obſerved in this Treaty 


with Reſpect to Religion, ſince each Province 
reſerves. to Herſelf, the Liberty of regulating 
ecclefraſtical Affairs, within her reſpective Juriſ 
dition. (a) They had Reaſon to order as They 
did, that the reformed Religion ſhould be the 
predominant, and that Thoſe on), Who were 
Members of It, ſhould be capable of Bearing 
Offices in the State: But They declare at 


XZ the ſame Time againſt Perſecution, and in- 
= vite other Provinces to Join Them, with 


an expreſs Declaration, that they ſhould be 
leſt at Liberty to. exerciſe the RELIGION 
of Rows if They thought fit. It would net- 
ther have been decent, nor conſiſtent with 
natural Equity , and Prudence, for thoſe 
who had luffercd ſo much under the Perſe- 
cutions of ALVA, to ſet up a Tribunal in 
Holland parallel to That from which they 
fled; nor to patronize 'a murdering Zeal, 
the Effects of which they had felt ſo ſe- 
verely: And in conformity to This, They 
reſolved not only to tollerate the Roman 
CAaTHOLICKS, but all other SECTARIES /ike- 
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(a) See Gratius's Apology. 
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wiſe, and inſtead of employing Fire ang 


Faggot, to attempt their Converſion by 
Examples of Moderation and Humanity. 

This Confederacy made War upon the 
Spaniards more than two Years, without 
naming a Renunciation of their Obedience to 
the King of Spain; till in 1581, (a) 


the Znited Provinces, by a ſolemn Edict of 


the twentieth of January, made an Aypi- 
SATION of PL the 2d, whom, they 
delare to have forfeited all Right to the So- 
wereignty of the Low Countries: The STATES 
GENERAL there deſcribe very well, the 
DvuTits, of the SoverEIiGN, and the In- 
fringements which had been made on their 
Priviledges, by the Xing of Spain. This 


was their firſt avowed "Atrempt for Liber- 


ty, which the had almoſt loſt in the Se 
que, and the Preſervation of It, appears by 


the” Hiſtory of thoſe Times, to have been 
rather owing to divine Providence, than 


- 


either their Courage, or good Condu?, how 


eminent ſc ever. 


92 * 


The *UnitzD Provinces do not 


form one SINGLE REpusLICk, but are 


a Cox rEDERAc of ſeven diſtindt Sa Es, 
Each reta 5 


.. 


ining her pioper SOVEREIGNTY, 


— . 
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(a) See IV.cqueſort's Proofs, No. 44 
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1 but united together, for their common and 
reciprocal Defence, to throw off the LoxE 
of Kovarry , and maintain Themſelves 
in an ndependane of all other Powers. 
Ech of theſe Provinces contains ſe- 
veral Towns, Who, as fo many little States, 
2X poſſeſs likewiſe within themſelves, ſeveral 
parts of Sovereign Power. Thus, as the 
b j STATEs GENERAL , can neither make 
Peace nor War; form Alliances, or levy 
Money upon the confederate Body of the 
XZ Union, without the expreſs Conſent of each 
"XX ProvincEt ; neither have the Provin- 
CL STaTEs Power to conclude any 
One of theſe Points, without the ananimous 
Concurrence of all the Towns, who have 
2 Fight to depute to their ASSEMBLY. 
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Supream Authority of the 
Towns is lodged in their re- 
ſp ctive SEN AT ES, or Tow N- 

UNCILS. Ech City has her 
diſtinct Laws, Cuſtoms, and 
priviledges. (a) The Number 
of SE NATO Rsõ is not the ſame in all the Cities: 
the Senate of Aus ER DAN conſiſts of thirty fix 
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(a) See the grand Priviledee, or Dutch magna Charta, 
Sranted by Mary of BuscUxbY, Anno 1476. 
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geſſes of the Town, but that to avoid the Con- 
 tufion inſeparable from large Aſſemblies, | and 
= may add for other ſecret Reaſons, the Macs» 

= TxrArss of a certain city of Hol. LANn, fo or- 
dcered the Buſineſs, that the ProeLE in a ge- 
ꝝneral Aſſembly gave up their Right of EL RC- 
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Members, Part of whom have the Direction 


of political Affairs, and others the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſt ice. The Dignity of Senator is 


for Life, unleſs forfeited by male Adminiſtra- 
tion, or given up by a voluntary Reſignation 


olf Burgeſhip, or a Removal of Habitation. 
Sir William Temple, and after Him, Monfieur le 


Clerc, are of Opinion, that the Senate was 
formerly elected by a Majority all the Bur- 


TioN ; fincewhich Time the SxxAroRöS have 


= filled up all Vacancies in their on Body; 


and this Example has been followed by all the 
other Towns of the Province. Mone B * * 
on the contrary” tells us there are no Traces 
to be found n the antient Chronicles: of any 


popular Election, and that William the Monk of 


Egmont who ſpeaks fo oſten of the Town Coun- 
| E of Holland, and thoſe” that governed 

Them inthe twelve and thirteenth Canturies, 
makes no Mention of this Privi/edge of the 
People. It is not 


i very material for us to 
aſcertain which of theſe Opinions is true. 


Poſſibly the firſt is fo, and Morfieur B * * 


\ 
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may have thought it prudent to own the lat - 
ter, ' father than appear to favour a Sentiment 
which ſeems to charge his Maſters with a cok 
ſiderable Uſurpation upon the Right of the 
Subject. But be this as it will, the Serate alone 
has at preſent the Power to fill up Vacancies, 
and direct all other Affairs with a ſapream 
and © abſolute: Authority, w ; 69 of the 
Fa ; agreable to This the BuxGoMasTERS 
and Sexrtrens or SHErIess of every City, are 
choſen by its reſpective Senate; the Firſt are 
always part of its own-Body; and to become 
Burgomaſter,; tis required to have ſerved the 
Office of Sheriff. There are twelve Burgo- 

maſters in Amſterdam; Four of whom have the 

Adminiſtration of Affairs, and are from thence 
called x r NIN Or REGENT/ BUR GOMASH 

ERS. Of theſe Three ate changed annually, 
and the Fourth continues in Function a ſecond 

Vear to inſtruct the new) Comers, HE, like- 
wiſe preſides ſor the firſt Quarter, and then 
gives Place to his Colleagues, who in the ſame 
manner preſide three Months alternatively, 
till the Lear is finiſned; which Method, 
though by Experience found ineffectual for the 
Purpoſe, was at firſt very prudently eſtabliſhed 
with a Deſign to prevent any ſingle Perſon's 7 
acquiring too great an Authority,, The RR o- 
ENT BuxGomasTERs reprefent theMajesTY 8 
of the GOVERNMENT, and have really 3 the 
| oree 
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Force of it in their Hands. Their Salary to ap- 

EZ pearance is. inconſiderable indeed, but they 
* has the abſolute Diſpoſal of all Poſts that be- 

come vacant during their Adminiſtration, as 
well as of the euBLIcx TxEASURE and RE- 

vENUE of the Toun. And to prevent all 
Contention and Animoſity about the Dona- 
tion of Places, They generally agree that each 
of them in his Turn, ſhall diſpoſe abſolutely of 
all thoſe that become vacant during the three 


» 5 +S 


2V;-- 


Months that He is Prefident. | 
In Them is lodged the Power to admit 
Strangers into the Freedom and Burgeſbip of 
their Towns, and to 4ani/ſþ thoſe whom they 
think proper, without any previous Proceſs, 
or aſſigning any Cauſe or Reaſon for ſo hard 
ga Procedure. Nor can the v ROVIN HAL 
X Covxr of Jus ricx iſſue any Mandate againſt 
ſuch an Act of Banuiſbment or Preſcription; 
neither does there in Reality lie any Appeal 
even to the STATEs Themſelves; but when 
Complaints of this Nature have been brought 
before them, the Magiſtrates have found 
themſelves obliged in common Decency as 
well as Juſtice to aſſign the Reaſons that de- 
termined Them to ſo great a Severity. 
However, as this may perhaps appear in- 
conſiſtent with the Liberty and Maxims of a 
RErusLIck, I ſhall cite the following Ex- 
W amples 
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30 
amples from an Author, who cannot be ſuſ- 
pected of Partiality. (a) 
The MacrsTRATES 
© the Year 1676, forbid certain Perſons 
© to enter their City, Theſe addreſſed 
© the Starts, who ordered them, fitſt 
to obey the Magiſtrates, and then per- 
« mitted them to exhibit 
© phints. PATE 

Nine Years afterwards, the ſame Toms 
Dort, having baniſhed two Brothers, 
* Megssrtuxs VANpER ME, They de- 
© manded Satisfaction from the States, 


2 . 


© who reſolved to write to the 7own of 


Dort, in order to be inſormed of the 
Fact, and to know what the Magiſtrater 
© had to offer, before they would proceed 
1 ro reinſtate Them. e 

In 1618, two Burgeſſes of Harlem 
© having been baniſhed, they petitioned 
the High Court of Juſtice, in order to be 
* re-eſtabliſhed in their Country, 
© whence, they faid, they had been un- 
* juſtly expelled. The Toun 
Conduct by 4 publick Writing, and upon 
© this it was reſolved, that thoſe, who for 
© the Future, ſhould upott fuch Occaſions 
(a) Monſieut Baſnage Deſcription Hiftorique, &c. P.61, 

Sect, ix and x. 8685 . 

| © addreſs 
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of Doxr having in 
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N 5 

© addreſs themſelves to the Court of Juſtice, 

* ſhould be referred to the SrArEs of the 

* PRoviNxce, or to their DRPUTIES ad In- 

* terim, till the STATES ſhould aflemble. 

Thus far Monficur Baſnage. But if the 

City Magiſtrates are in ſome Meaſure obliged 

r juſtify Ace of Baniſhment, there are 

other Kinds of Puniſhment, - and thoſe too, 

out of the common Courſe of ordinary | 

= Juſtice, which they inflict by Virtue of | 

the Power derived from their Legiſlative | 
Capacity; without the leaſt Reference to 

the States of the Province. Thus, at Amſter- 

adam, in 1722, They informed me, the Buz- 

XX comasTERs had very lately condemned an 

ApvocarE ro perpetual Impriſonment, for 

having defended his Client with too great 

2 Liberty, in a Cauſe that affected the Ju. 

tereſt and Authority of the Government. Per- 

XX haps the candid and impartial Reader, will 

interpret the Behaviour of that unhappy 

Pleader, into an horneſt Boldneſs, rather than 

too /icentious à Freedom; but ſuppoſing the 

=X worſt, tis hard to imagine any Degree of 

XX Lziberty of Speech, uſed at the Bar, that 

could deſerve fo ſevere a Treatment, utter- 

y inconſiſtent with that Modeſty that ought 

always to be obſerved in the Government of 
a Republick, as well as the natural Freedom of 
= Mankind. | a | 4 
„ In * 2 


The Diſpoſition of the public Money is re- 
gulated by a Majority of the Burgomaſters Re- 
gents, who are the only Judges of what is for 
the Advantage, Safety, or Magnificence of the 
City. But this is not all; They demand a pre- 
wious Communication of all Propofrions that 


are deſigned for the Deliberation of the Senate, 


which They either reject or accept, as they 
think proper ; for theſe Gentlemen claim a 
Priviledge of judging of the Fitneſs of all Sub- 
x cts, ot: which there is a notable Inſtance in 


the Perſon of WILLIAM the SEcoNnD Prince of © 


Orange, upon the Refuſal the Town of Amſter- 
dam made to admit Him to an Audience in full 
Senate. 1775 

If any Perſon, ſay They, has a Propoſition 
of Importance to make, and demands Au- 
dience of the SENATE, the Law directs that 
He ſhould addreſs Hunſelf to rhe Burgo- 


* 


* 


Defign, that they may judge whether the Audi- 
ence ought to be granted or not. Fj 
From this previous Communication of 
Affairs to the Burgomaſters, it is in a manner 
evident that they are virtually Maſters of 
every thing that relates to the City indepen- 
,: dantly of the Senate; ſince they have it in 
their Power abſolutely to reject whatſoever diſ- 
© pleaſes them, and will certainly never bring a 

Point into Debate when They are not ſure 


maſters, and make them acquainted with lis 
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to carry the Queſtion, The 7own Councils of 


Holland are of a very antient Inſtitution. Even 
in the time of the Counts there was a Set of 
men in every City, elevated to a certain De- 
gree above their Neighbours, who had an Eye 


to the Security of the Government, and regula- 
ted the Jaxes that were levied for the Service 
of the Publict. The Authority of theſe Coun- 
cils was very much ſtrengthned by CHARLES 
V. in his perpetual Edict of 1540, where that 
great Eur kx Ox ordains that in their Elections 
no Regard ſhould be had to Conſanguinity, 
or other private Motives; but that Perſons 
ſhould be choſen eminent either for Birth 
or Merit; and that inſtead of preferring 
en that would incur the Contempt of 
the People by any Weakneſs in their Con- 
duct they ſhould even depoſe ſuch after they 
were elected. How far theſe Directions con- 
tinue to be complied with, and what Influence 
the Senate, or rather the Burgomaſters of Am- 
X ſterdam, may be ſuppoſed to have upon the 
Affairs of the united Provinces, will probably 
fall again under our Conſideration in the Se. 
quel of this. Diſcourſe. | 
The SchE ENS or SHERI1Frs make the chief 
Court of Juſtice in each City. In Amſter- 
dam there are nine, of whom ſeven are 
elected annually, and two remain a ſecond 
Lear as in the Inſtance of the Burgomaſters. 
N | D- Fo 


Ari nd. 


For this Election the Senate names fourteen 
Perſons, of whom the Burgomaſters chuſe 
Seven; and as thoſe have the Direction of 
Political Affairs, ſo the Sheriffs have tge 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, both Civil and 
Criminal: But before they condemn a 
Perſon to Death, they always ask the Ad- 
vice of their Burgomaſters upon the Merits 
of the Cauſe, without being obliged, how- 
ever, to acquieſce in their Opinion, and 
they ſometimes give Judgment contrary to 
It: But there hes an Appeal from their 
Sentence, as well in criminal as civil Cauſes, 
to the high Court of the Province. | 
Where the Puniſhment is capital, not only = 
the Proof of the Crime is required to be e.. 
treamly evident, but the PRISoNER Himſelf 
muſt confeſs it. Indeed, they imploy the 
Wreck and other Tortures,in order to extort 
Confeſſion, which human Nature can very 
hardly bear up againſt: Yet ſome there 
have been who have ſuffered all the Pains RF 
they could inflict with wonderful Conſtan- 
cy. And upon this Occaſion, the Reader 


QuEs or Jacopo; who from the Variety 
of his Offences, his behaviour upon his 
Tryal, and his Reſolution in bearing every 
5 Torture 
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Torture without owning any Thing, became 
the Subject of all Converſation. The late 
Czar of Muscovy was then at Amſterdam, 
and tho' there was little Appearance of Suc- 
ceſs, yet ambitious perhaps of prevailing by 
his Eloquence, Where the Wreck had been 1n- 
effectual; he thought fit to viſit the Priſoner, 
and promiſed to intercede for his Pardon, 
upon condition Fle would confeſs to Him. The 
Story ends thus, that Jacguo heard his Ma- 
I xs rx attentively, and then ask'd him if Ze 
could keep a Secret? To which the Czar 
Ss, having anſwered, 7es; the other replied, 80 
can I too, and turned away immediately. The 
XZ Keader will be apt to wiſh him his Pardon, but 
his Crimes were of ſo heinous a Nature, and 
ſw fully proved, that rhe Magiſtrates diſpenſed 
with his Confeſſion, and broke through the 
ordinary Methods of Juſtice to execute Him. 
The Election of Sheriffs is managed pretty 
much in the fame manner in all the Cities of 
Holland, except Rotterdam, where the Members 
of the Senate draw Lots who ſhall elect Them. 
\'T muſt not omit to mention another 
Court of Juſtice, inferiour to that of the 
Schepens, which ſeems extreamly well cal- 
culated for the Eaſe and Relief of the Sub- 
Jet. This Board conſiſts of eight or Ten 
Members, ſtiled PRAck-AK ERS, who are 
generally, young Gentlemen of the City, with 
D 2 one 
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one experienced Magiſtrate at the Head of 
them. They take Cogniſance of civil Cauſes, 


to the Amount of a certain Sum, which I 
think, is about Fifty Pounds Sterling. The 
Method of proceeding is by Way of Cita- 
tion. The Creditor Summons his Debtor to 
appear; and after the Fact has been ſtated, 
and both Sides heard, the Peace-makers deter- 
mine what ought to be done, and order 


the Parties to comply with It; but there 


lies au Appeal from their Deciſion to the 
Schepens. | | 
 Aﬀeer the Burgomaſters, the Office of greateſt 
Weight, and Authority in the Cities, is that 
cf Schour, or Baitirr. This Perſon is en- 
truſted with the Government of the ſeveral 
HoseiTALs: the OxrHaNs, LuNATICKS, 
and other Poor, are committed to his Care 
and He alone appoints the Managers, and 
Inſpectors of theſe poor People. It is his Buſi- 
neſs to prevent all diſorders in the Town: 
He only receives Informations, takes cogni- 
ſance of all Crimes, ſeizes and commits the 
| Offenders to Priſon, prolecutes Them before 
the Sheriffs, and is charged with the Exe- 
cution ot the Sentence. He has likewiſe the 
Right of appealing from the Diciſion of the 
Sheriffs, to the Provincial high Court, when 
ever he thinks their Sentence too favourable 
to the Priſoner. He is, if 1 may be _ 
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the Expreſſion, the Firſt Miniſter of the Laws 
and it is of the utmoſt Imporrance to the 
Subject, That this Ofice ſhould be execu ed 
by a Perſon of Worth and Integrity: for as the 
Sthouts are the only Officers whoſe immedi- 
ate Duty it is to proſecute Offences of every 
Kind committed againſt the civil Magiſtrate, 
ſo it is notorious that they often exerciſe a Pri- 
viledge of commuting with Offenders, even when 
the Crimes are of the Zlackeſt Dye; and for 
Money, the Proſecution ſhall be dropped, or if 
the Affair has taken Wind, the Judictment ſhall 
be laid in ſuch Terms as leave the Party Room 
to evade it; and by ſuch Practices, this Office 
is amongſt the moſt lucrat ive in the Country. 
It is impoſſible this ſhould eſcape the Notice of 
the Senators, but as they may all expect to be 
Schout in their Turns, they are contented to 
act the Part of ſilent Obſervers, and wink at 
Practices which muſt one Day fill their own 
Coffers. I muſt not omit one Regulation, 
which at the ſame Time that it is highly ad- 
vantageous to this Officer, contributes very 
much to preſerve the publick Peace. This is 
an Order of the Senate, which I think pre. 
vails in every Town and Village of Holland, 
that no Chyrurgeon ſhall dreſs a Wound, without 
giving immediate Notice of it to the Schout; 
who is by this means, made acquainted with 
every Broil or Quarrel; and as all Breaches of 
i103 the 
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tbe Peace, ſuch as Duelling, Scouring the Match, 
beating up a licenced Bordel, breaking Min- 
dows, &c. are all r in the ſame man- 
ner as Pilfering, by branding or whipping upon 
a publick e, if the Ahle * 
with 5 97 People are very cautious how 
they offend, and bring themſelves under a 
Neceſſity of compounding. 5 
Every Town has ſeveral ſabaltern Officers, 
of whom the Principal are the PENsIoNARx, 
and the RECEIVER GENERAL. The Penfiona- 
ry iS always a Lawyer, and ought to be per- 
fectly acquainted with the Ordinances and 
Cuſtoms of his City, of which He is the 
Mouth on all publick Occaſions. It is his Buſi- 
nels to defend the Right of his Town againſt 
the Pretenſions of her Neighbours, and He may 
be very properly ſtil'd the firſt Miziſter of the 
Senate. The Receiver general disburſes accor- 
ding ro Order from the Regent Burgomaſters. 
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S E C T. II. 
OF THE 


Provincia GOVERNMENT. 


IE have already faid, that each 
of the ſeven Provinces is abſo- 
— WI lute Miſtreſs of Herſelf, re- 

Ras | A) taining a diſtin and ſeparate 
Ele (© SOVEREIGNTY independant 
— of the other Members of the 
Supream Authority is lodged 
in the united Body of the DeruTiEts of the 
NoziLity and the Towns; Who are ac- 
cordingly inveſted with the Power of en- 
acting Laws; of making War and Peace, 
as far as regards their own Province; coin- 
ing Money; levying Taxes ; raiſing Soldiers; 
creating and conferring Offices; and all the 
other Branches of abſolate and ſovereign Power. 


Each 


+ 
bo. 
* \ 


Each Province direCts the exterior Government 
of the Cnuxch; regulates the Modes of 
publick Worfhip; and keeps a watchful 
Eye over the Conduct of Her Synods and 
Clergy; whoſe Maintainance She provides for, 
as well as for the Building, and Repairs of 
the Churches. 


OF THR 


Province Of GELDERLAND, 


E ancient Sicamri (a) who 

inhabited Zutpben and the reſt 
ot the Country now called 
Ix GELDERLAND, ſituated between 
the MEZ E and the RHINE, were the laſt 
that ſubmitted to the Government of the 
Romans, and the firſt to ſhake off their 
Yoke, upon the Declenſion of the EpIRE. 
Gelderland was erected into an Earldom, in 


— 


8 — 
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(a) Ovid ſpeaks thus of the Sicambri. 


vec Tibi leſetus, poterit narrare Sicambres 
E ſibus & ſue ros ie: ga dediſſe ſuit. mp 
1079, 


„ FATAF 4 Fl. 
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1079, by the EMEROR HENRY the 3d, 
in Favour of Ormo Count of Nassau ; 
under which Title his Poſterity conti-' 
nued to govern It, till the Year 1339, 
when It was made a Durch, by the EA 
PEROR LEWIS of BAVARIA, in Favour of 
RENALD of Nassau, ſirnamed the Red. 


It would be the Buſineſs of a general Hiſto- 


rian to take notice of the ſeveral Revolu- 
tions that may have happened, and the Ac- 


I quiſitions that have been made from Time to 
| Time by the ſeveral Princes who have been 


at the Head of this PRoviNCE. 
GELDERLAND, ſuch as it is at preſent, 


is compoſed of three Quarters; Nimeghey, 


= Zutphen, and Arnheim of the Velaw. The 


Fourth, called the high Quarter, containing 
the Towns of Gelder, Venlo, and Ruremonde, 
remained ſubject to the Kina of SpAIN 
by the Treaty of MunsSTER, and after 
ſeveral Revolutions, VENLo, with the great- 
eſt Part of the Country was lately given 
up to the SrarESs GENERAL, at the ſame 


| Time that Ger.ptx was yielded to the King 


of Pxussia, and RuREMOND With all its De- 
pendancies, reſerved to the EMetrxor.* The 
firſt Quarter contains the Towns of Nimeghen, 


PIs 


* See the 18th Article of the Barrier Treaty, concluded 
at Antwerp, in 1715, 


— „ 
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Tiel and Bommel; in the ſecond are thoſe of 
Zutphen, Doesberg, Doetechem, Zochem, Groll, 
&c. and the Third has Arubeim, Harderwike, 
Wageninghen, Hattem, and Elbourgh, all which 
have their diſtin& Forms of Government and | 
particular Priviledges. SL TR ON 
Each Quarter has her own Aſſembly, 
which conſiſts of three Repreſentatives of the 
Nobility, and three for each Town ; whilſt the 
Provincial States are compoſed of two Depu- 
ties from each Quarter ; One for the Towns, 
and the other on the Part of the Nobility ; be- 
tween whom the Sovereignty of the Province 
is equally divided. The CovuxT of JusricE 
Eltabliſhed in the Town of AxNHEIM, con- 
venes theprovincial Aſſembly, and has a Power 
reſembling that of the STaTEs DeevuTrEs in 
other Provinces, The three principal Towns, 
Nzmeghen, Zutphen, and Arnheim, convene the 
States of their own Diſtricts, and preſide in 
their reſpective Aſſemblies NIiMEGHEN is a 
very antient Town, and a Fief of the Empire, 
to whom the does Homage, and pays certain 
Acknowledgments. (a) | 


1 
— 
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(a) Ne percio, ha altra, Suggettione con ' Imperio fe 
non una picciola Riconoſcenza e Citimonia dt Tributo, e 
queſto che ogni anno manda per huomo eſpreſſo all Aquis 

dana un guanto pieno di pepe. Guicciard Deſccirtions 


1 157. 
| Moxe - 


art I. IILusTrRATA, Oc. 43 


MoNsiEUR LE CL. ERC tells us the Bun- 
rave of NIMEGHEN is born Preſident of the 
States of Gelderland, which is contradicted by 
others who ſay he is elected, and tis poſſible 
the People may be amuſed with ſomething 
like an Election, at moſt pro Forma, like 
that which we ſee practiced at the Coro. 
nation of ſome Sovereign Princes in Europe, 
vuhere the PROpLE are asked if they will have 
ach a Perſon for their KING. The Town of 
Auipben, ſingly has an equal Right of mak- 
ing OrEIc RRS, and giving PLaces, with all 
the little Towns of her Diſtrict together. The 
Magiſtracy is for Life in this Province; and the 
12 5 have the Priviledge of bearing Of- 
| Ces. | 
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OF THE 
Province of HoLLAND. 


kane AMExTYs in his Panegyrick to 


SS. 

SN M has gi | 
SING MAxIMIAN has given us a De- 
1 ſcription of HoLLanD that an- 
wers extreamly well to the 
prelent Condition of a great Part of that 
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Province. (a) Your divine) Expeditions , 
Says He to that Emperor, have extended 
to a Country ſo extreamly moiſt and watry, 8 
© that it can hardly be called Land. Both 
© Men and Beaſts leave the Traces of their 
© Footſteps behind them; and run the 
© Hazard of fiuking as they walk. Thoſe Parts 

of the Country which ſeem dry and frm, i 
quake and tremble under your Feet; One 
© would think the Earth felt the Weight of 
© the Man ſhe carries, and bent beneath the | 
* Burthen *Tis a floating Maſs, which being 
© ſuſpended is never ſettled. The SEA waſhes | 
© its Shores; and the WAAL and RHINE en- 
© fold and water it with Variety of Wind- | 
© ings and Separations. Thus, Cxsax, your 

Troops were forced to make a Kind of Sea- 

© Fight upon Land; and combat with the 

© Water as well as the Enemy. 

We have already faid that Horrand | 
was originally governed by EARLSͤH; but who 
was the firſt of Theſe, and how the Succeſſian | 

Was continued, or whether there was a re- 

oular Succeſſion or not, is extreamly difficult 

to determine. Moſt Hiſtorians agree that 

CHARLEs the BAL p, gave the EARL DO to 

TurERIL, whom He brought at the Head of 


(a 
— — —— — — — — — | en 
(a) Panegyrici veteres | ons 

| | a Slime 
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a numerous Army, in order to inſtall him in 
W It; and 'tis added that the ſame Perſon was 
made Fox ESsTER of Waspa in ZEALAND 
by Lewis the GERMAN. (a) But Monfieur 
B * * conteſts both theſe Opinions, and tells 
Us that tu as not the Cuſtom in the Time of 
Charlemagne or his Grandſon Charles the bald, 


n, 

ne abſolutely to give away the Soveraignty of 
of i Provinces to thoſe whom They eſtablithed in 

he the Government of them. Theſe Princes ſent 
nz their Counts to do Juſtice to the People, by 

es putting the Laws in Execution; and to de- 

n- fend Them from the Invaſions of their Ene- 

d- mies; and tho they might ſometimes con- 

ur tinue the Sox of a deceaſed Governor in his Fa- 

a> thers Employments, yet He was by no means 

he Proprietor of the Country. 

It is not conſiſtent with the Shortneſs of 
1D IE this Tract, nor is it indeed worth much Pains 
no to determine who was the firſt Soveraign Earl 
n of Holland. Who ever He was, his Power was 
e- extreamly limited, and we are told He could 


lt not aſſume the Government without the Con- 

at [cnt of the Nobility and People, whoſe Oath of 

to | 2 5 

of JE | 
(a) Was DA, certain Lands ſo called from being fre- 

— ently covered with Mud and Slime thrown upon Them by 


Inondations. Vas E, is an old French Word which in certain 
Provinces of France is ſtill underſtood to fignify Mud or 


Slime. 1 1 5 
i Allegiance 


46 


ticks of that Age, was obliged to come into 
Flolland from time to time, in order to receive 


his Revenue, which ſome Cities refuſed to 
pay in his Abſence. They tell us of three 


Circumſtances only, which authorized the 
Counts to demand extraordinary Supplies of 
the People. The firſ# was the MaxRLIAGFE 
either of their Children, their Brothers, or Si- 

ters; the ſecond when any near Relation was 


made a KNIGHT, a Ceremony in thoſe Days 


performed with a great deal of Magnificence; 
and laſtly when They were cited to attend the 


EupEROR, whoſe Vaſſals They were, either 
| in 
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Allegiance was relative to that which the Count 
took for the Preſervation of their Priviledges. 
It is not long ſince They ſhewed a little Hill 
near Hemstirt, upon which the old Canz- 
MARIANS uſed to mount the Earl of Hollaud 
on the Day of his Inauguration, and receive his 
. Oath of Government ; which being repeated in 
all the confiderable Towns of the Province, 
They then ſent Him ſuch a Tax, as they had | 
thought fit to impoſe upon Themſelves, which 
we may be ſure was moderate enough; nor i 
did They think Themſelves obliged to pay 
any Thing when their Earl did not reſide a- 
mongſt Them. And thus the Hiſtorians of that 
Time take notice that EARI. WILLIAd who 
was elected King of the Romans, and had a 
conſiderable Share in the Intrigues and Poli- 
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in his Wars, or upon any other Occaſion. In 
ſuch Caſes not being able from their own Fund 
to ſupport the neceſſary Expence, They were 
obliged to have Recourſe to the Subject, whoſe 
natural Fierceneſs of Temper and Hatred of 
Servitude being cherithed and improved by fo 
great a Liberty, the Government was upon ev- 


| | ery Occaſion diſturbed with Complaints and 


pular Commotions. 


But when the Province of Holland became 
ſubject to the DuxEs of BuxGundy, Thoſe 


Princes, who could not be preſent in every 


Part of their Dominions, nor govern 'Them 
according to their diſtin Priviledges, were 


obliged to change the antient Form of Govern- 
ment, and create two' new Offices in Holland, 


one of which was that of Ciry Count, 
which anſwers to the modern Schout or Town- 
Bailiff ; and the other that of the pro- 
vincial STApTHOLDER, or Vice Count, 


who took care of all Affairs relating to the 
Soveraignty; regulated the Zaxes, and conve- 


ned the Provincial States when new ones were 

to be impoſed. 
The Provincial Aſſembly was not inſtituted 

however rill the Beginning of the fourteenth 


Century; and then the Right of convening It 


was entirely lodged in the Szadtbolder, who cal- 
led the Nobility and the Deputies of the prin- 
cipal Towns together, and addreſſed * f to 

| 5 them 


irn Reel. 


them in the Name of his Maſter. But ꝛtwas not b | 
long before the States aſſumed the Priviledge 


ol aſſembling without the Interpoſition of the 


Governor, whenever they had a mind to debate 
upon any Point of Importance. We find Wir - 


LIAM I. PRINCE of OxaNGE conteſting this | | 
with Them in Right of his Maſter Philip ad. 
TRE PRINCE affirmed that the States could 


not aſſemble without his Order, as Stadt holder 
of the King of Spain; to which they anſwered, 
that when new Taxes were to be impoſed. 
the Stadt holder had indeed a Right to convene 
Them; but that upon all other Affairs, when 
either former Laws were to be reviſed, the 

lick Accounts inſpected, or when any parti- | 
cular Intereſt of the Province required It, 
They had a Right to aſſemble upon the 


Citation of the Receiver, or Advocate General 


of the Province, which laſt Charge anſwers to 


the modern poſt of Grand Penſionary. The | 
_ Diſpute was brought before the DurchESsS cf 
PaRMA, then Governess of the NETHER- 


LANDS, Who determined in Favcur of the Pro- 
vince, in hopes without doubt to have ſoſtned 


the preſent ill Temperof the People; but the 


Prince obtained an Order from the ſame Hand, 
forbidding the States to aſſemble without his 


Permiſſion ; of which the Town of Dort im- 
mediately complained, and the Diſpute was 
not terminated, when the enſuing Troubles 


deſtroyed 


"Pp 
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deſtroyed the antient Form of Govern« 


t > 

ment, and introduced a new One, the 
e 12 ON 
> Deſcription of which, we are now entering 
ce upon. 
_ The STaTzs of HoLLAnD; conſiſt of the 
is WI NoniLITY, and the Repreſentatives of thoſe 
q. ons which have a Right to depute to 


4 the Provincial Aſſembly. It depends on the 
Wozles to fill up the Vacancies that hap- 
d. pen in their own Body, and to aug- 
4. ment their Number as They pleaſe; but 
to capacitate a Perſon for that Electi- 
on, he muſt be poſſeſſed of a Lokpskrr, 
he or a FrEFE NozLE in the Province. 
They have the „rſt Rant amongſt the States, 
and the yrſt Vote of Nineteen, which de- 
* termine the Reſolutions of that Aſſemly. 
They are underſtood to give their Votes 

proprio Jure; and 'tis to preſerve that 
Diſtinction, that the States inſert this 
| Clauſe in their Reſolutions, (The Loxps, 
CHEVALIERS 5; The DEkrurikEs of the 
Towns, in the Name, and on the Part 
of the BukGOMASTERS and REGENTS of 
the ſaid Towns conſent, &c.) But not- 
withſtanding this, the whole Body of 
the Nobility have but one Voice, which 
is pronounced by the GRAND PENSION A- 
RY, as Penſſonary of their Order. They 
TE poſſeſs 


l * 
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poſſeſs Cnuxch and Azptey LanDs to a 
great Value; Ore of their Body is always 
a Deputy to the States General; They have 
a Second in the Council of State; a Third in 
the Council of States Deputies, where he is 
always Preſident ; Two more are Commiſſo- 
ners of the Admiralties of Amſterdam and 
Rotterdam; Two are Members of the 
high Court of Juſtice; and for 3o Years 
paſt, They have had 7wo more in the 
Direction of the Faſt India Company; all 
which Employments are for Life. | 

Whilſt the Province of Holland remained 
under the Government of her Earls, even 
down to the Time of Pr1rip the zd, The 
Towns which had a Right to depute to 
the provincial Aſſembly, were only Six: 
Dort, Harlem, Delft, Leyden, Amſterdam, 
and, Tergow; but in 1579, when the Li- 


on of Utrecht was formed, William Prince of 


Orange, either for encouraging the Country 
the better to reſiſt Spain, or to eſtablith 
his own Authority, invited the ſmall Towns | 

to ſend their Deputies to the Provincial 
Aſſembly, where all thoſe who came were | 
admitted, and ſtill retain that Priviledge. 
Theſe were, Roterdam, Gornichem, Schedam, 
Schoonhoven, and the Brill, in Sour Hor - 
LAND: Horn, Enchuyſen, and Medenblick, 
ſituated according to the old Diviſion - 
. t 


8 
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the Country, in WEST FRIESLAND: And 
Alkmaer, Edam, Moni tendam, and Purmurent, 


in NORTH HoLLAN D. The Diſtinction of 
great and ſmall Towns, is ſo far kept up, 
however, that in South Holland, only the 
ſeven Firſt have a Right to depute to the 
Aſſembly of the States General; Gornichem, 


which is the Fighth, deputing only to the 


Council of State; as Horn and Enchuyſen 
in Weſt Friezland, and Alkmaer in North 


Holland, are the only Towns in their re- 


ſpective Diſtricts, which ſend their Members 
to both thoſe Aſſemblies. Each City ſends 


what Number of Oeputies ſhe pleaſes to 


the Provincial Aſſembly, becauſe they 
have jointly but one Voice; and the lit- 


tle Town of Skhedam or Purmurent has as 


plenary a Right as the moſt powerful, and 
opulent. OB | 

The Perſons deputed by the Cities to 
repreſent Them in the Provincial Aſſembly 
muſt be always taken out of their re- 
ſpective Senates; there is conſtantly a Bur- 
gomaſter at the Head of tlie Deputation; 
with the Penſſonary and a Secretary of the 
Town, who are thoſe, that in Conjunction 
with the Nobility, repreſent the Sovereign- 
ty of the Province © | 
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In 1580 the States made a Reſolution to 
admit no Perſon into their Aſlembly, 
who was not deputed by the Magiſtrates, 


or the Town Councils; which, in my Opini- 


on implies a Doubt that ſome other Power, 
Tt may be the United Body of the Citi- 
2ens, had a Right to depute; and this 
ſeems to juſtify the Opinion of Sir William 
Temple, that the Right of Elections, De- 
putations, &c, was originally lodged in 
the People. (a) ps 
No Ferſon can be a Member of this 
\ Aſſembly, unleſs he is born in Holland, 
Zealand, or the Province of Utrecht. All 
others are deemed Aliens, and, as ſuch, 
excluded the Regency. Even Acts of Natu- 
ralization do not capacitate a Perſon to 
enjoy the Dignity of the Province; and 
becauie Thofe who have been in this 
Manner adopted Subjects of the Republich, 
have thought Themſelves juſtly entituled 
to a Share in the Honours and Dig- 
nities of It,. and have often diſputed their 
Pretentions with a great deal of Vigour, 
the States came to a Reſolution, to inſert 
in all Acts of Naturalization, That They 


—— 
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are given ad Honores. This Excluſion is 
grounded on the Practice of the old Ro- 
mans, Who frequently naturalized whole 
Cities, as well as particular Perſons, but 
would not ſuffer Them to have any Share 


in the Government of the Republick. The 
Children of Perſons fo adopted, had an 
= <qual Right, however, amongſt the Ro- 


mans, with any other Member of the Com- 
monwealth ; and therefore the municipal 
Laws: of ſome particular Cities in Holland, 


1 which exlude the Deſcendants of Strangers 


for ſeveral Generations, from being Mem « 
bers of the Senate, ſeem to Me unequitable, 
and as inconſiſtent with the primitive and 
fundamental Maxims of the Republick, as 
they are cunningly contrived to perpetuate 


che Dignities and Authority of the City, 


in the ſame Families; than which, nothing 
can be a greater Breach on the Liberties, and 


natural Property of the Subject. 


The STaTxs of HoLLAN Dp enjoy an en- 
tire Liberty of Speech, and are only reſpon- 
ſable for their Actions to the Town which 
deputes Them, without being liable to be 
called in Queſtion by any Authority, or 
cited to appear before any Tribunal during 


the Time of their Seſſion, on any Cauſe or 


Pretext whatſoever. They aſſemble, accord- 


ing to ancient Cuſt:m, four Times a Year 


2 to 
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to fill up the vacint Offices that depend on 
Them, renew Grants, and conſent to the 
Continuarion of old Taxes, and the Impoſi- 
tion of others, for raiſing ſuch Supplies as 
may have been granted by their Deputies in 
the States General, for the Service of the 
ſubſequent Year, and the Preſervation of the 
Dion. But upon extraordinary Occaſions, 
They meet as often as their Deputies in 


the Council of State think fit to convene i 


them 


Each Member, at his firſt Appearance in 


the Aſſembly, is obliged to take an Oath to 
maintain the Rights, P riviledges, Immunities; 


Laws, and Cuſtoms of the Country; to give | 


his Vote according to his Conſcience, for the 
common Happineſs and Proſperity of the 
Province and the States, Without Hatred, 
er Affection for the Intereſt of any Town or 
Perſon in particular; to execute all Reſo- 
lutions, Orders, and Commiſſions, with Fide- 


lity ; and to keep mwuiably, all Secrets 


that ſhall be enjoined him. 

When Poſts become vacant, that are in 
the Gift of the States of Holland, the ſeveral 
Towns of the Province, are particularly 
informed of It, that they may have Time 
to make an advantageous Choice, for the 
Good of the Publick, of thoſe that thall ſuc- 
Eced; and when the Thing comes to be de- 

33 1 bated, 
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bated, if any Member of the Aſſembly be a 
= Candidate, He is obliged to withdraw, that 
the Debate may be managed with greater 


Freedom; and thoſe who are elected muſt 


_ ſwear They have neither given nor promiſed 


any thing to obtain their Employ ments. 
The GRAND PENSIONARXY of HorLAND is 
the Perſon who propoſes the Subjects of De- 
bate in this Aſſembly, collects the Suffrages of 
the nine teen Repreſentatives, pronounces the 
Reſolution, and dictates the Terms in which 
it ſhall be enregiſtred. This Oficer is properly 
the Miniſter, and Servant of the Province, and 
as ſuch takes Place Ze/ow the other Deputies, 
tho' his Credit and Authority is much ſuperi- 
or to that of any other Member of the State, 


unleſs we except the TREASURER GENERAL 


with Regard to Domeſtic Affairs He is in- 
deed obliged to reſign his Commiſſion every 
five Years, and there are perhaps in the Hiſto- 
ry of the Republict, two or three Inſtances, 
when the Demiſſion of the Penſionary has 
been accepted of: But this happens ſo rarely, 
that we may venture to ſay He is perpetual; 
and from thence ariſes in a great meaſure the 
Importance of this Miniſter, as well as from 


the Functions of his Office. The Penſionary 


has his Seat in all the Courts of the Province, 
and ought always to be a Perſon perfectly ac- 
quainted with her were//s, Maſter ot her 

1 E 4 Laws, 
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Laws, and capable to il laſtrate, and explain 

upon the ſeveral Propoſitions He makes to the 

States : whence it will happen that the Turn 

He gives to Affairs in ſtating the Queſtion, 

ſhall often determine the Debate agreeable to 

his Sentiments. What {till gives this Miniſter : 

greater Weight, is a Priviledge of making a \ 

Remonſtrance to the Aſſembly even after the of 

Debate is ended, and of refuſing to conclude MF © 
according to the Plurality of Voices, when He / 

judges the Reſolution may be prejudicial to 1 


|} the Republick. As this Poſt confers great Ho- " 
| nour and Authority, ſo it is not without Dan- i © 
ger; eſpecially, when there is a Srapr- h 

1 HOLDER in the Country, and He happens tt 
to quarrel with the States, or ſome of their I. 

Members; of which O.vexn BarNevert, = 1: 

and Moxs. pt Wir have been terrible Ex IR £7 

amples. The keeping of the publick Regifters, Vi 

and the great Seal of the Province, is entruſted W ft! 

to this Miniſter : for which He has a particu- de 

lar Commiſſion. He is always a Member in th 

the Aſſembly of the States general, as a Depu- St 

ty of Holland. Gxorius, defines Him to be ſte 

= Vox publics Litertatis ; preit ſuadendo, com- Ci 
"4 4 povit Diſfſidentes. ; | a th 
3 : fo 

Al 

th 
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| Of the Council of Stars. 


FTER the SrarEs of HorrLano, the 
Court of greateſt Authority is the pxo- 
VINCIAL QouNncir. or STATE ; Which con- 
ſiſts of one Repreſentative of the Nobility, 
One for each of the eight great Cities of South- 
Holland, and Another for the three inferior 

Towns of Schedam, Schoonhoven, and the Brill, 
whom They chuſe alternatively, and change 
every two Years. The Deputy of the Nobles 
has a Commiſſion conſtituting Him ſuch for 
three Years, but He is uſually continued for 
Life, whilſt Thoſe of the Towns are gene- 
rally changed at the End of that Term. The 
grand Penſionary, and the Secretary of the pro- 
vincial States of Holland, have their Seats in 
this Council; the Penſionary has a Right to 
debate ; propoſes the Queſtion, and torms 
the Concluſion as in the Aſſembly of the 
States ; and the Secretary draws up and regi- 
ſters theReſolutions. The Functions of this 
Council are highly conſiderably. She convenes 
the States of Holland, and prepares Buſineſs 
for them; executes all the Reſolutions of that 
Aſſembly ; ſuperintends rhe Adminiſtration of 
the Finances, and hears Cauſes that ariſe from 
Diſputes berv cen the Faxexs of the publick 

| 15 Taxes, 
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Taxes, and Thoſe that either refuſe the Pay- 
ment of Them, or endeavour in a fraudulent 
Manner to evade It. Upon theſe Occaſions, 
and eſpecially in Caſes of Fraud, the Demand 
of the Farmer is ad Libitum, and generally 


moſt exorbitant; proportioned rather to the 


Circumſtances of the Offender than the Conſe- 
quence of the Offence ; and the Council is un- 
der a Kind of Neceſſity of being favourable to 
the Plantiff, that He may have no Pretence for de- 
laying his Payments to the Receiver General of 
the Revenue. From hence ariſes a greater Fa- 
cility in collecting the Inland Duties of Holland 
than can well be imagined ; for as no pru- 
dent Perſon will run Himſelf into the Poſſi- 
bility of paying a thouſand Pounds, or a much 
larger Sum. to fave (we will ſuppoſe) the Du- 
ty of a Barrel of Soap; ſo every Man is care- 


{ul to have a Book f Rates in his Family; to | 
calculate exactly what is the Farmer's Due, | 


and ſend it him with the ſame Care and Expe- 
dition, which is afterwards obſerved in get- 


ing the Goods for which They have paid the 


Duty, into their own Warehouſes. The Coun- 
cil of State takes Cognizance of all fortified 
Towns and Garriſons that depend on the Pro- 
vince of Holland ; orders Reviews of the Army, 
and puniſhes Mutinies and other Crimes com- 


mitted by the Soldiery. She nominates the | 


Tows Majors ot t<rtified Places, and __ 
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of all ſubaltern Commiſſions below the Rank 
of Captain. Her Members have a Right to ſit 
with the States General, and upon Debates of 
Importance, the whole Board is there, but in 
the uſual Courſe of Buſineſs, only Two of 
them are preſent, who are ſucceeded monthly 
by Two of their Colleagues. Theſe Gentle- 
men at their Admiſſion into the Council, are 
obliged to ſwear, that they have neither given 
nor promiſed any Thing, for their Employments, 
and that they will give their Opinions accord- 
ing to their Conſciences, for the publick Good, 
referably to the Intereſt of any particular 

own, even of that which deputes Them. 
TRE is a Court of the ſame Nature in 
North Holland, conſiſting of Deputies from all 
the Towns in that Quarter, who are changed 
every two Years ; and theſe two Councils 
meet annually in the Month of November, 
to ſettle in Conjunction with the Depaties of 
the States General, what the Dutch ſtile, 1 
Etat de la Guerre, or, the neceſſary Funds to 
be levied in the ſubſequent Tear for the Service 
of the Army. The Secretary of the North- 
Holland Council is always a Commiſtoner of 

the Revenue. 2 
There are in Holland two principal Cham 
ters of Accompts, of which the Firlt is for the 
ancient Revenue of the CounTs of HoLLAND, 
that devolved on the States when They 
| | _ threw 
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threw off their Allegiance to the Spaniard, 
compoſed of four Miniſters, a Sollicitor, two 
Auditors, and a Secretary. Offices, that have 
always afforded an honourable and lucrative 
Retreat, to thoſe who were grown old in 
the more laborious Employments of the 
State, and had behaved themſelves with 
Prudence and Integrity. But as the Szates 
have now begun to ſell the o Demeſns of 
the CounTs, this Chamber becoming uſe- 


leſs, will in all probability be laid aſide. 


The STapTHor.DErRs have always elected 


the Members of this Board, from a double 
Nomination of the States. The other 


Chamber audites the Accompts of the ordi- 


nary Revenue, and the extraordinary 7axes 


that are impoſed in Time of War. There 
is a third Chamber of Accompts, in North 
Hoelland, compoſed of Deputies from all the 


Towns of that Quarter. | 
For the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, there 


are two Courts held at the Hague, called, 
the CouxT or Horranp, and the HIGH 
Couxcir-. The Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand have been always fo ſtrictly united, 
as to have but one common high Court of 


| Juſtice, and accordingly, That of Holland 


is compoled of a Prefigent, with eight Coun- 


ſellors of the Province, and three for Zealand, 


3 Solliciter, tWo Attorneys, à Regiſter, and fix 
„„ Eecretaries : 
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Secretaries : and by a particular Agree- 
ment, Holland chuſes the Preſident two Years, 
and Zealand the Third. 

But notwithſtanding the ſtrict Union that 
has ſubſiſted between theſe Provinces, They 
have frequently had Diſputes concerning the 
Juriſdiction of this Court, of a very high 
and delicate Nature. In 1656, Holland in- 
ſiſted, That as the Courts of Juſtice had their 
Reſidence in that Province, She ought, con- 
ſequently, to retain. a ſupream Authority 
over Them, with a Power either to extend 
or reſtrain their Furiſdifion, and interdict 
them the Cogniſance of Affairs in which the 
Intereſt of the Sovereign might be concerned. 
But this was very warmly conteſted by 
Zealand; and at laſt It was agreed, that 
tho' the Province of Holland was, indeed, 
inveſted with the Sovereign Power, yet She 
ſhould not be at Liberty to make any Al- 
teration in the Methods of adminiſtring 
Juſtice already ſetled between the two Pro- 
vinces, becauſe they had both mutually 
obliged themſelves to the obſervance of 
them. (a) This was not ſo well reconciled, 
however as to prevent future Diſputes: And 
in 1674, () the States of Holland came to 


PC EET 
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(®) Reſolutions of the Province of Holland. Aug. 11. 1656. 5 
and June 15, 16612 (6) Third Beok of Placarts, 
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a Reſolution to reſerve to Themſelves 8 


the Deciſion of all Political Affairs, as pro- 
perly appertaining to the Duty of the Sove- 
reign, in the fame manner that the Admi- 
on of Juſtice fell naturally within the 
Authority and Furiſdliction of the Courts. 
And this Reſolution They have maintained, 
notwithſtanding the ſeveral Remonſtrances 
that have been made, both from the Courts, 
and the Province of Zealand againſt It. 
The Members of this Council are ex- 
cluded from being Magiſtrates of Cities, 
Directors of the Trading Companies, or 
enjoying any Poſt, or other Salary, than 
that which is annexed to their Office ; 
that They may be leſt free and un- 
biaſſed, for the impartial Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice. The Nobles of Holland are 
ſubject to the Juriſdiction of this Court, 
before whom they plead in the firſt 
Inſtance. The City Schouts or Bailiffs are 
likewiſe liable to be cited hither, and upon 
a Complaint They are ſued by the Sol- | 
licitor; but he has no Share in the Fines ſet | 
on Them, as They have in Thoſe that 
are impoſed on Delinquents, convicted in 
their Reſpective Cities. 

Appeals lie to this Court, from the Sen- 
tences of the Sheriffs, in the ſeveral Towns, 
of both Provinces, and She Judges in Ly 
"'M Ms 
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laſt Reſort of all criminal Caſes, and of 
civil Cauſes to a certain Sum, after which, 
there lies an Appeal ro the Higb Conn- 
cil | 3 
The Hian CouxciL of Holland and 
Zealand was firſt Inſtituted in 1582, inſtead 
of the GRAND Councirt of Marines ; 
whither all Appeals had been carried in the 
laſt Reſort of Juſtice, before the Separation 
of the Seven Provinces from the Spaniſh 
Monarchy- But that Revolution being once 
effected; it was no longer pradicable for 
the Subjects of the States General to have 
= KRecourſe to a City in the Domination of 

Philip II, and this neceſſitated the Prince 
of Orange, to eſtabliſh the Tribunal we are 
now ſpeaking of, to which he hoped the 
People of the United Netherlands would all 
appeal, as they had done before ro that 
Malines: But in This, his Elighneſs was 
miſtaken. The Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand, however, concurred in the Deſign ; 
and accordingly the Court is compoſed of 
a Prefident with ſix Counſellors for Holland, 
and three for Zealand, a Regiſter, and a 
Sulſtitute, who are inveſted with a very high 
and extenſive FJuriſdiftion. They judge 
peremptorily, and definitively of all Cates 
brought before Them, by an Appeal from 
the Court of Holland, and give Jud * 
. | | rom 
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from which there is no farther Appeal, ex- 


cept by way of Reviſion, or Remonſtrance 


of Error; for which the States of Holland | 


name five Commiſſioners, who are added 


to the former Judges: But this Reviſion 


is made upon the ſame Proofs and Cir- 
cumſtances that were before exhibited, 


without permitting either Party to make 


freſh Allegations. | 
I muſt not finiſh my Account of this 


Province, without remarking the Lenity of 
the Law towards Debtors. Never was there 
ſuch large Credit given to all ſorts of 


Perſons as in Holland, and never any 


Country where ſo few languiſh in Priſon. 
In 172, thoſe confined for Debt in Au- 


STERDAM were not more than ffve aud | 


Twenty. A trifling Number for a City which 
has, at leaſt, as many trading People as 
London. The ſame Lenity is obſerved all over 
the Province, from whence, it is general- 


ly, tho falſely underſtood, that the Durch | 


are naturally merciful, whereas they are, 
in reality ſevere and rigid ; but their Laws, 
in this Reſpect, are gentle indeed; and it may 
be, owe their Being to that cruel Diſpoſi- 
tion of the People, to which they are in 
themſelves ſo oppoſite. For before it was 
enacted, That the Creditor ſhould Jupport his 
Priſoner with a certain Allowance, to be ſetled 
wif e according 
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according to the Pleaſure of the Magiſtrate, the 
Priſons were crowded with miſerable Men as 
They are in England; of which the STATE 
could not but take notice at laſt, and from 
thence fell upon means to prevent the Loſs of 
ſo great a Number of Subjects to the Public, by 
an unuſeful Detention. And as thoſe who owe but 
little, are ſecured from the Perfecution of their 
= Creditors, by the Neceſſity of maintaining Them in 
Piriſon. Sothoſe whoſe Debts are large, have an 
= cfctualmethod to avoid perpetual Impriſonment, 
by conforming to the Laus relating to: Bank- 
mpts. When any Perſon acquaints the Magz- 
= /rates with his Inſolvency, and lays before 
Them an exact Account of his Circumſtances, 
They immediately order. the Commiſſioners of 
Bankrupts to poſſeſs themſelves of his Eſtate, 
and exempt his Perſon from all Arreſts for fix 
Weeks ; which Time is allowed him to com- 
pound with his Creditors. But if his Endea- 
vours prove ineffectual, which ſeldom haps» 
pens when his Failure appears to be fairly 
owing to Loſſes and Misfortunes, the Commi- 
ioners at the End of that Term ſell his Eſtate, 
and make a Dividend at an Average to the Con- 
cerned; after which the Magiſtrates acquit and 
exempt him from all Claims, whether foreign or 
domeſtic :; Nor is it in the Power of any, or 
all of his Creditors, to- hinder this when the 
Failure is not fraudulent. 1 ; 
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Another Method of obtaining abſolute Free- 

dom in Holland, ſtil more expeditious than 
the Former, is for the Debtor to apply to the 
provincial high Court of Juſtice, repreſent his 
Condition, and give up all he has upon Oath ; 
after which he is exempted as before from all 
future Claims; and is again free to undertake 
whatever Commerce He pleaſes ; But if the 
Bankrupcy be fraudulent, and the Debtor takes 
a falſe Oath, the . Magiſtrates are authoriſed to 
puniſh Him ad Likitum, even with Death 
Itſelf, if They think fit. 

I will not take upon me, either to blame or 
approve this Facility with which the Party de- 
clares Himſelf a Bankrupt and obtains his Diſ- 8 
charge. Certain it is, that fraudulent Bayk- 
rupcies are frequent enough in Holland as well 
as other Countries; and that we hear very 
ſeldom of any Perſon's ſuffering capitally on 
that Account. But for the Law which directs 
the Creditor to maintain his Debtor in Priſon, | 
the good Effects of It are viſible upon the 
Whole Community. I remember when the Bai 
for preventing frivolous Arreſts, &c. depended | 


in Parliament, one Argument brought againſt | 
it was, that it would deſtroy the Credit given 
to the inferior People. But if we may con- 
clude from Experience, This will certainly be 
found withour Foundation ; for as I have ob- | 
ſerved above, there is no where ſo much 12 

| | | if 
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es of Perſons as in Hol- 
land, tho' there be no ſuch Thing as a per- 
ſonal Arreſt, before the Party has been ſummo- 
ned three Times; unleſs Oath can be made that 
He is about 0 fly the Country, This Effect the 
Law has indeed, that every Man is obliged to 
take care of his Character. A diſſolute Perſon 


would not have any Credit in Holland; and 


therefore all are under a Neceſſity of eſtabliſh- 
ing a certain Degree of Reputation proportio- 
ned to their ſeveral Conditions; or for Want 
of this to preſerve at leaſt a Weeks Wages before 
hand, without which it would be impoſiible 

to ſubſiſt. Ks A. 

lf the Method of treating Bankrupts in Hol. 
land be not perfect, ours in England is I think 
much leſs ſo. In Holland the Expence of go- 
ing thro an Ack of Bankrupcy, even before the 
high Court at the Hague, 15 not above twenty 
Pound Sterling; with Ts It is four ſcore or a 


| Handred. In Holland the Magiſtrates are Jud- 


ges of the Truth or Deceit of the Debtor, and 
uſe Him accordingly ; with Ts, tho the Come 
miſſioners are of Opinion that the Certificate 
ought to be allowed, the Creditors have it in 


their Power to hinder it; and this puts many 


upon Practices to make what they call 


two Thirds in Number and Value, that are 


extreamly fraudulent and iniquitous. In Hol- 
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is left to the Magiſtrate ; in England the Lan 
admits no Medium, but pronounces either 
Death or an Acquittal ; which muſt naturally 
make a Bankrupt donbly cautious in his Me- 
thods of Secreting his Effects, and very often 


hinders his being detected, through a certain 


Tenderneſs which the Generality of Perſons 
have for another's Life, who would perhaps 
appear againſt Him were the Puniſhment any 
Thing leſs than Capital. 

With Regard to perſonal Arreſts, our Law 
has indeed been lately ſoftned; but ſurely 
there rema ins a further Reformation to be 
wiſh'd for. Not only in Holland, but in France, 


Flanders, Italy, the free Towns of Germany, ; 


and I believe I may add every other Country 
except Great Britain and Ireland, the Debtor 
is either maintained in Priſon by his Creditor, 


or diſcharged upon rng up his all. In Hol- 


land the Law is inexorable towards Criminals, 
but indulgent to Debtors ; we on the contrary 
are favourable to Delinquents of every Kind, 
and cruel even to Oppreſſion where we have 
any Demand. This has long been a great and 
Juſt Reproach to Us amongſt our Neighbours. 
It may be ſaid without Partiality that England 
is a very generous Nation ; It is remarked by 
Foreigners that even our very Mobs are equi- 
table in their Proceedings. Farr Pray is a 
Fhraſe unknown to the Reſt of Europe; yet in 


Countries 
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Countries where no Man foregoes the Ad- 
vantage he has over his Enemy; and where 
Forgiveneſs is a Stranger, there is ſtill far leſs 
Inhumanity practiſed towards Debtors than in 
England ; who tho unfortunate, and bad, indeed, 


in the Dialect of Exchange Alley; yet are not al- 


ways the worſ# Men in the Nation ; The Rea- 
ſon of our Behaviour in this Point is obvious 
enough. Every Creditor in England has the 
Authority of an Abſolute Prince, over his poor 
Servant the Debtor, and there are very few 
fit to govern. PIs IC Kk is neceſſary to repell 
too great a Redundancy of Humours in the 
Body, and the human Paſſions will be reſtrained 
by not hing but wholeſome Laws inforced by 
Power. The LROISLATIVE Bopy has thought 
fit to make one Step towards a Cure of this 
national Diſeaſe, worthy the Repreſentatives of 
a great, free and generous People ; and I doubt 


not, but the Time is near when we ſhall fill 


att more in Character. 
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PROVINCE Of ZEALAND. 


= FR A4LA4ND, which now conſiſts 
6 of ſo many Iſlands, is ſuppoſed, 
buy ſeveral Writers, to have been 

bone intire Continent. But this 
©. Opinion ſeems improbable, be- 

_ becauſe it is not eaſy to Imagine, that the 
9CHELD, Which makes ſo Noble a Port at 
AxTWERe, has ever had any other Courſe 
than that which it now holds, through theſe 
Iſlands, to the Sea. But be this as it will, 
we are ſure its Situation has for a long 
Time been very much the fame that It is at 
preſent ; becauſe when the NORMANs invad- 
ed Holland, by the ſeveral Branches of the 
Rhine, which run into the North Sea, 
They poſſeſſed Themſelves of the ſe of Wal- 
cheren, Which is now the largeſt of Zealand, 
and was at that Timę ſeparated from the 


Reſt. 
What 
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What was the true Name of the old Inhabi- 
tants of this Country is another Subject of 
Diſpute amongſt the Critics. LENIus main- 
tains Them to be the ſame with the old MA 
TIACI (a) whom Tacitus makes near Neigh- 
bours to the Batavi, reſembling them very 
much in manners and {nclinations, except that 
the Mattiaci were more robuſt and leſs civilis d. 
() And in Reality, as the Roman Hiſtorian pla- 
ces theſe People in the Neighbourhood of the 
Batavi, a little nearer the Sea, one would be apt 
to believe He had the Zealanders in his View; 
were it not that PLINx ſpeaking of the fame 
People, places Them beyond the Rhine, in a 
Situation that cannot poſlibly anſwer to that 
of Zealand. (c) And Tacitus Himſelf tells us, 
that CuxT1us Rurus diſcovered certain Sil- 
ver Mines in the Country of the Mattiaci, 
upon which He employed the Roman Legions, 
tho to little Purpoſe: But tis certain there 
never were any ſuch in Zealand, nor would 
Curtius have loſt the leaſt Time in ſearching 
for Silver Mines in ſo marſhy a Country. 

It is not probable that Strangers would come 
very far to inhabit ſo bad a Soil, but the People 


— 


89 
8 * 


(a) Lavinius Lemnius De Zelaadia. p. 147. n 
(5) AHattiaci Terræ (uz Solo acrius animantur, Tacit. 
(e) Lib, 31; | 
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of Holland who advanced from one Spot of 


Ground to another, as their Numbers encrea- 
ſed, came gradually into theſe fenny Lands, and 
ſterile ſandy Deſerts, which they cultivated 
with infinite Labour, the Effect of Neceſſity, 
till at laſt, by raiſing the Ground where it was 
too low, and making ſome Places higher than 
the Reſt, Mands were inſenſibly formed, 
Which at once ſecured Them from the Vio- 
lence of Inundations, and the Purſuits of their 
Enemies. This is the moſt rational Account 
of the Formation of the les of Zealand, nor 


will it appear at all improbable to thoſe who ; 


have ſeen Holland, and obſerved their manner 


of draining Land, and making good Ground ; 


out of bad; a Thing done every Day in all 
the Parts of the Low Countries. (a) 
Zealand, is in many Reſpects a very power- 
ful Province, whether we conſider the Nature 
of her Situation equally proper for the Pro- 
motion and Security of Commerce; the Large- 
neſs of ber Fiſheries, or the Number of her 
Samen. | | 


— rn 


(a) This is done by cutting one or more Ponds or Ca- 
nal io deep, as to drain the circumjacent Marth, at the 
fame Time that the Turf taken out of the Canals, is di- 
ſtributed round in Proportion as the Soil has Occaſion to be 
taiſed; which in two Summers becomes Lrm and good Land. 


She 
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She was for ſeveral Ages ſubject with Hol- 
land to the ſame CounT, and ſince They 
have had none, ſhe has always choſen the 
fame Governor. It is not long, ſince one Cham- 
ber of Accompts ſaperintended the Revenue of 
both Provinces, and at the Beginning of the 
Troubles, their States formed but one Aſ- 
ſembly. The STATES of ZEALAND formerly 
conſiſted of three Orders; the Clergy, Nobility, 
and Ton uu. But the Reformation of Religion 
depriv d the Clergy of that Right, and the noble 
Families are all become ext, or atleaſt there 
is no Perſon who is a Member of the States by 
Virtue of his Birth or any Lordſhip He may 
hold in the Province; ſo that the Sovereignty 
is now devolved on the Towns, whoſe Repre- 
ſentatives aſſemble in the common Courſe of 
Buſineſs twice a Year, and extraordinarily as 
often as their Deputies think fit to convene 
Them. | 

WILLIAV the firſt, Prince of ORANGE, be- 
coming MaxqQuiss of TEXVEER, and Loxpof 
FLusHING, and SAINT MArTENDYKE, ob- 
tained the Quality of frſ# Noble from the 
States, with the Right of repreſenting, either 
in Perſon, or by Deputy, all the Nobility of 
the-Province. His Poſterity have ſucceeded Him 
in this Dignity, even down to the late King 
WILLIAu Il, tho' nat by hereditary Right, 
but thro' the Gratitude of the States, as Mon- 
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ſeur Wicquefort obſerves, who cites their Reſo- 
lution on this Subject. (a) NS 
But this Dignity being now extinct, the 
provincial States of Zealand as was ſaid before, 
conſiſt only of the Deputies of Middleburgh, 
Zuricſea, Goes, Tole, Fluſhing, and Terveer. 
The Councir, of STATE is compoſed of 
one Deputy for each Town, who are choſen 


for Life; and the Penſſonary and Secretary of 


the Province have the ſame Functions at this 
Board as Thoſe of Holland in their reſpective 
Province; the Government being in all Reſpects 


the ſame, with Exception to the Perpetuity of 


the Members in the Council of State, and that 
Thoſe of Zealand are at the ſame Time Com- 
miſſioners of the provincial Court of Admiralty, 
and as ſuch take an Oath to the States General. 
The CI r SHERIFrs of ZEALAND, deter- 
mine civil Cauſes in the laſt Reſort, to a cer- 
tain Value, (4) after which there lies an Ap- 
peal to the high Court of Juſtice in Holland; 
and for the Atfairs of that part of Flanders 


*» 
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(a) See the Proofs of his Hiſt. No. & 

(6) In 1587, It was agreed that the Sheriffs of Mz4dle- 
burg h ſhould judge of all Cauſes without Limitation in the 
laſt Reſort. Thoſe of Zuricſea, Tergoes, and Tertbolin as far 


as 60 Florins; Theſg of Huſbing to zoo, and Thoſe of Ter- 


deer to 600, after which the Appeal lies to the high Court 
07 Fuſtige, | 
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which is conſidered as a Congqueſt of the Gene- 
rality, there is a Court of Juſtice conſiſting of a 


Preſident, and eight Councellors; à Solicitor 


General, a Regiſter, and a Receiver of the Fines. 
The States General conter theſe Employments, 


and Appeals lie to them from the Judgment of 


. 


the Court. | 
The Election of City Magiſtrates, is mana- 
ed in the ſame manner in this Province, as in 
Holland, with Exception to ſome few Towns. 
In Middleburgh, Which for its Riches and ex- 
tenſive Commerce, may juſtly be eſteemed 
the Capital of Zealand, there are twelve Bur- 
geſſes, called Electors, who are added to the 
Senate, and theſe conjointly make a double 
Nomination of ſuch as they judge proper for 
the Regency, out of whom the Stadtholder or 
his Depury, formerly choſe ſuch as He thought 
fit; and ſince the Extinction of that Office, 
the Right of Election is devolved on the Tomn. 


Another Circumſtance peculiar to Middle- 


burgh, is, that the Dignity of Senator is not 
tor Lite, ſo that when the Magiſtrates have 
finiſhed the Time for which they were choſen, 
They return to a private Condition, till by a 
new Election They are reſtored to their for- 
mer Dignity. So wiſe a Caution has a very 
good Effect on the Affairs of Zealand, and is ve- 
ry worthy the Imitation of her Siſter Provinces. 


OF 
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5 Fs HERE is a certain Variety in the 
antient Hiſtory of the Province 
ot UTztcar, that pleaſes at the 
ſame time that It inſtructs. The 
__ Cxirics differ in their Opinions 
| concerning the old Name of the Capital City. 
[ Some call it AxToNiNAa, from its 207 
= found in rhe Itinerary of the EmrEroR 
AxToNinus. (a) Brpa and others, with 
more Probability name it VirTAeuRG ; yl 
but ALcuixus to whom the Life of SainT 
WirLiBRORD is attributed, gives it the ſame 
Name that it bears at preſent. (c) 
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JTunc data P ontifici ef trajeclo Sedes in Urbe. 
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(a) Guicc. Deſcritt. de 1 Paeſi haſſi. 
(b) Vide Mabill. Annall. Bene d. 
(c) Alcvi aus de Vita St. Will, L. 2. apud Canis, Ledio- 


nes antiquæ. 
This 
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This PROVINCE has been under four ſeveral 
Dominations, and upon each Revolution the 
Metbods of Government have been altered. O- 
riginally She was incorporated with PFrizeland, 
and depended on the Duxts and Kings of 
that Province. In the ſecond Inſtance her Br- 
$HoPs became abſolute at Home and extend. 
ed their Dominions into the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces, making the Welfare of the Subject ſub- 
ſervient to their Ambition. In the third, 
W CxaxLEs V. ſtript the BisHoe of his temporal 
Power ; broke thro” all the Liberties of the 
Province ; impoſed a Governor upon the People, 
and obliged the Nobility to own Themſelves 
his Vaſſals. And laſtly, upon the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Republic of the united Provinces, and the 


'S Reformation of Religion, the Government took 
Þ another Form, which It will be now our Buſt. 
;) neſs to deſcribe. But the Reader will not be diſ- 


pleaſed if we poſtpone this a little, to take a 
ſhort View of the antient State of the Province 
under the ſeveral Governments above men- 
tioned. Sn 

PeeiN, Whom the French Style Pepin d' 
= HexrisTALs, had no ſooner formed the 
& Deſign of ſecuring the Crown of France 
to his Poſterity, than he reſolved to pur- 
chaſe the CLExGy at any Expence. In 
this View, He not only ſummoned a 
Councir for the Renewal of Ecclefraſtical 
Diſcipline, 


% 
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Diſcipline, but revived the old annual Cu- 
ſtom of convening the Eſtates of the 


Kingdom, amongſt whom, He now firſt in- 
troduced the BisHoys and AzzoTs, Who 
*till then had never been received 1n that 


Aſſembly: Nor had the Commons whom 


they term in FRANCE, le Tiers Etat, any 
Right in this early Age, to ſend their 
Repreſentatives to the Aſſembly of the 


States; a Priviledge, They have ſince car- 


ried to à very conſiderable Height, tho 
it be now in a Manner loſt again, or fo 
reduced and obſcured at leaft, by the vaſt 


Power acquired to that Crow» during the 
Miniſtries of RIcHLTIEU and Mazazineg, 


as to be, in reality, nothing but a Name. 


This Pepin having ſubdued the Fxrsons, 


and their Neighbours of the Province of U- 


TRECHT, reſolved to attempt their Converſion; 


and accordingly ſent Miſtonaries amongſt 
Them, one of whom was Wir.r.1zx0&D, who 


firſt preached the GospEL at UrRECEHTr; (a) 
and having afterwards received a new Name, 


and an extraordinary Miſion from Port 
Sexcrvs, (5) He became the firſt Brsnor 
(a) See Batavia Sacra, Lib. 1. 
(5) Anno 696, 2 Y 
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of that City, with the Conſent and Ap- 
probation of Pepin, who erected it into an 
Epiſcopal See, in his Favour. 

CHARLES MarTEL, who obſerved the 
fame Policy towards the Church, that 
Pepin had done; augmented the Revenue 
of the new ci; oa ct Utrecht, very con- 
ſiderably ; which continued to encreaſe 
every Day, by the ſuperſtitious Liberality 
of the People, and the principal Lords; who 
did not foreſee, when they made Donations 
of their Waſte Lands to the Church, that 
from being uncultivated and ſeemingly of 
little Value, they would be ſo well im- 
proved in the Courſe of Time, as to 


enable the BisHoe to erect and maintain 


himſelf in a complicated Tyranny over 
their Lives and Fortunes, as well as their 
Conſciences. 1 | 
The Normans, who invaded Holland, a- 
bout the latter End of the zenth Century, 
made great Devaſtations in this Province; 
burned the Capital, ravaged the Country, and 
ſpared neither the Clergy nor Churches. 


Some Time after which, BAL DRIcR, the 


then Biſhop, who had a very great Aſcen- 
dent over Orho I, rebuilt the Capital 
City ; and if we may credit certain old Ver- 


fes, UTRECHT was then made the M- 


1 


Are Act. 


TROPOLIS of HoLrAnD. (a) This Biſbop, 
. firſt obtained the Right of Coining Money, 
from the Emperor Otho. f 
ApEiBoLD Who had been Privy Coun- 
ſellor to the Eur ERROR HENRY the zd, was 
elected to the SEE of UrRECHr, ſoon af- 
ter Baldrick, and carried his Pretentions 
much farther than any of his Predeceſſors. 
Hiſtorians inform us, that he was the Firſt 
who extended his Territories by Force of 
Arms; but his Succeſſors retained the 
ſame Spirit; and for near five hundred 
Years, We read of nothing but War, 
Tyranny, and Perſecution: the two Firſt, 
ariſing from the reſtleſs Ambition with 
which theſe Prelates were animated ; and 
the latter, from a narrow ſpirited Monkiſh 
Principle, aſſiſted by the groſs Superſti- 
tion and Ignorance of the- Times. - 
From the Year 1017 to 1524, there 
is not above one Biſhop (of Thoſe who 
were active in their Stations) taken Notice 
of in all the Hiſtory of ſo long an Interval, 
for having ſhewed a due Regard to the Liber- 


—_— 


(a) Deni que Baldricus Praſul nova menia ſtruxit, 
uz modo ſubſiſtunt, auxiliante Deo, 
"Sic Hollandenſi Terræ veraciter omni 


Trjeflum conſt at Urbs Capitalis adbuc. 5 
Guicciard, Diſcrit. de i Pacſi Pu. Pag. 199 
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ty. and Priviledges of the People. This 
was Guy d' AvEnts, who had the Good- 
neſs to confirm the Priviledges of the Magi- 
| ſtracy of UTzzcHr, by granting them a very 
extenſive Charter which ſtill Subſiſts. 7 
For a long Series of Years, the GER- 
MAN EmPERORs had aſiſted the BisHops 
of UTRECHT upon any Emergency, but 
the Time came, at laſt, that CHARLES V, 
ever vigilant on ſuch Occaſions, found an 
Opportunity of annexing this Biſhoprick to 
the Hereditary Dominions of the Houſe 
of AusTRIA. "VEE 
HENRY of Bavaria was elected Biſhop, 
by the Plurality of Voices in 1423, pre- 
terably to a great Number of Competitors, 
but ſcarce was he inſtalled, cer he began 
to exert his Power upon the Serate of 
Amſterdam, whom he cited before him upon 
Pretence of their permitting clandeſtine 
Marriages, and excommunicated them for 
their Non-Appearance. But the Senate” in- 
ſtead of ſubmitting, brought their Com- 
plaints before Charles V. then at Malines, 
who annulled the Biſhop's Sentence, and 
declared the Excommunication void, and 
contrary to the Liberties of the City. 
This was the Beginning of the Prelate's 
Misfortunes. The People of UTxzcur, 
animated by thoſe of Amſterdam, and en- 
G couraged 
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couraged, no doubt, by the Behaviour of the 
Emperor, {hut their Gates; received a Gar- 
riſon which the DuxE of GELDER ſent to 
their Aſſiſtance, and declared HENRY an 


Enemy to the Public. The Bishop, on 


his Part took up Arms, and put the Pro- 
| vince to great Inconveniencies ; but his 
Army having deſerted for want of Pay, He 
was reduced to have Recourſe to Carr Es 
the 5th, who refuſed him his Aſſiſtance, 
"till He flaviſhly offered to refign the Sove- 
reiguty of UTzxEcuT to Him, with all its 


Dependancies. This was a Temptation not 


to be withſtood; and a Treaty was ac- 
cordingly figned between the PRELATE 
and the Emperors Miniſters, at Schoon- 

boven, in 1527. But the Duke of Ger- 
DER and the People of Utretcht being in- 
formed of a Bargain ſo ignominious in it 
ſelf, and. fo injurious to their Liberty, de- 
poſed the Biſhop, elected another, and pre- 
pared to reſiſt the Forces that Charles ſhould 
ſend to put the Treaty in Execution : Upon 
this a cruel War enſued, which was put 
an End ro, by the Treachery of certain 
Inhabitants in Ztrechrt, who, either poſſeſ- 
ſed by a falſe Point of Honour, and a 
blameable Loyalty for their former Biſhop, 
or actuated by the Hopes of Reward, 
opened a Gate to the Imperial For- 
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ces. (a) The Bishop immediately followed, 


and three Days afterwards, in a full Aſſem- 


bly of the Clergy and Council, propoſed the 
Ratification of his Agreement with the. Em- 
peror as a Thing abſolutely neceſlary. 
Their Opinions, however, upon ſo Me- 
lancholy an Occaſion, were very muck 
divided; but the Town being full of Tra- 


tors and Enemies, determined to Force 4 
Compliance, had it been refuſed : The Aſ- 


ſembly were at laſt induced, the Dagger 
at their Throats, to Paſs an Act for the 
Confirmation of the Treaty. But this 


was no ſooner known, than diſapproved 
of by all the World, and the Brsmoo, fell 


into fo univerſal a Contempt, and became 
ſo ſenſible of it, that He abandoned his 
Dioceſſe, and retired into Germany. 


The People, however, were extreatnly- 


unwilling to receive a new Maſter, by 


' Virtue of ſo fraudulent and unjuſt a Con- 
tract. But CHarreEs little uſed to regard 


Complaints of the Subject when oppreſſed 
to his Intereſt, entered the Province at the 
Head of his Army, took Poſſeſſion of Zrrecht, 
depoſed the Magiſtrares that did not con- 


cur in his Deſigns, and aboliſhed Part of 


their Priviledges. Amersfort, and other 
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Towns of the Province underwent the fame 
Fate; and in 1534, the ExrEROR ſetled 


Articles cf Duion between the Provinces of 


Utrecht and Holland, by which, he or- 
dained that They ſhould for the Future, 
be ſtricily united without Poſſihility of Se- 


paration, either by Contract of Marriage, 


Sale, or any other Agreement: And to 
render this nion more perfect, it is fur- 
ther provided, that both the Provinces 
thould have one and the ſame Governor; that 


Sentences of Baniſtment and other Puniſi- 


ments, given in one Province ſhould” hold 
Good in the other; Inſomuch, That a Cri- 
minal Baniſhed from Holland, ſhould find 


no Aſylum in the Province of D trecht, and 
vice verſa; which Article continues ſtill in 


force. And lafily, The EupEROR de- 
manded that thoſe who were poſſeſſed of 
Fifes in the Dependance of the Bifheprick, 
ſhould acknowledge that they held Them of 
Him, as Sovereign of the Province, ſubſti- 
tuted in the Place of the BisHop. N 

Thus Things were entirely altered under 


CHaxLEs the 5th, and upon the Reforma- 


tion of Religion, and the Defection of the 
Province from Spain, in the Time of his 


Son PRILIr II. the Methods of Goverg- 
ment, were again changed, and received the 


Form which they retain at preſent. 
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The Sars of Ur chr conſiſt of three 
Orders; the Cizxey,; Noniiity, and the 
Commons. The Deputies of the Clergy are 
taken out of the five firſt chapters of the 


Camons of the City, Who are at preſent 


Laymen, that have bought thoſe. Places, 
and enjoy certain eccleſiaſtical Revenues an- 
nexed to them. Theſe Deputies, who are 
Eight in Number, are called the Elected, 


and when a Vacancy happens amongſt 


Them, the Town of Dytrecht has a Right 
to preſent Two of its Cannons to the 
Nobility, and the four ſmall Towns, of whom 
they elect One. Four of the Cannons are 
uſually Nobles, tho there is no expreſs Law 


for that Purpoſe. 


The Number of the NomLTy who 


form the StcoxnD OgpkR, is not fixed. 


They augment their Number with Conſent 
of the other Orders, but there are ſeve- 
ral Conditions eſſential to One that would 
be elected into this Body, the Principal of 


Which are, that he muſt bring ſufficient 


Proof of a noble Decent, that he poſſeſs a 
Lordſhip in the Province worth at leaſt 
twenty five thouſand Florins, and that He 
be of the reformed Religion. 

The Trixp STATE is formed out of the 
the Senates of the five Towns which have 
a he to depute to the Provincial Aſſemb- 


G 3 3 


9 * l * 
T 5 5 


& BATAVIA Patl 


ty; the Town of UTzxecrr pretends how. 
ever, that the other Four have only a Right 
to debate without Voting, (a) and in Re- 
ality, Reſolutions are often taken upon the 
finale Suffrage of Utrecht, tho the reſt do 
not concur. The Court of ordinary Depu- 
ties, as they are Stiled, is equivalent to the 
Council of State in Holland, and conſiſts of 
Four of the Elected; four Nobles, two 
Deputies of the Town of Dtrecht, who are 
the two Regent Burgomaſters for the Time 
being; One for the Town of Amersfort, 
and Ove for the other Three; who elect their 
Deputy alternatively, every four Months. 
The SxxATE of UTxEcnT is com 
of forty Perſons, concerning whoſe Election, 
there have formerly been very great Dif- 
putes. The CrexGy and the NorriTty, 
had appropriated the Right of Election to 
themſelves, and always took Care that the 
PRESIDENT BURGOMASTER' ſhould be a 
Netleman, who by Virtue of his @aality and 
Rank in the provincial Aſſembly of the States, 
found it no hard Matter to extend his Au- 
thority beyond that of his Colleagues. The 
Town often complained of This, but to no 
Purpoſe, till 1618, when PRINcER Mave 


» 1 — — — 
* * w 


* @) What the French call, ume hein deliberatives / 
1 RICE, 


* - 


vw ww "I nr ND” LS | 1 11 2 - 


— 
wi 


3 


a Part I. | ILLUSTRAT A, Ec. 87 9 


RICE, then Governor of the Province, went 
thither with ſome Deputies of the States 
General, and terminated the Diſpute, in 
Preſence of the provincial States of 
Utrecht, and the Deputies of the Town, in 
the following Manner. SI 
The Priviledge which the C/zrgy and No. 
bility had hitherto enjoyed was taken away; 
and it was agreed, that of the forty Members 
which then compoſed the Town Council, the 
Prince ſhould chuſe Twenty. Probably He 


might be jealous of the Reſt, at a Time when 


the Diſputes about Grace, and the Affair of 
Barnveldt divided Men's Affections. To 
Thoſe the Magiſtrates were to name forty 
more, Inhabitants of the Town, Men of good 
Circumſtances, and of the reformed Religion. 
To Theſe fxty Perſons, the Prince as STAp= 
THOLDER ſhould add Twenty; and laſtly, from 


the whole Number of Fourſcore, He ſhould 


chuſe Forty, who for the Time ta come, 
ſhould compoſe the Senate; and have a Pow- 
er to elect their Magiſtrates, and fill up the 
Vacancies of their own Body, without being 


obliged to have One of the Nobles for their 


Preſident Burgomaſter ; and this Form has 


continued ever fince. 


There is this Particular in the Goyernment 
of the City of Zrreche, that a Forreigner who 
has reſided ten Tears in the Town, may be re- 
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ceĩved into the Regency; and thoſe who are born 
in the Province, are admitted after fre Tears. 
As on the other Hand, to be a Member of the 
Colledge of Nobles, a Cannon of Utrecht, or in 
the Service of a forreign Prince, areall Circum- 
ſtances that exclude a Perſon from that Dig- 
nity. In the ſame manner a Father and his 
Con; Brothers, and Brothers-in-Law ; cannot 
be Members of the Council at the ſame Time; 
nor mult a Senator bein the leaſt concerned in 
collecting the Taxes, or farming the public 
Revenues of the Town. When there was a 
Stadtholder, He had the Election of Magiſt- 
rates upon a double Nomination of the Senate, 
bur ſince the Death of WILLIAM the THIRD, 
the Town has exerciſed that Priviledge. 
The ancient Bishops of UrRECHr were, 
as we have ſeen, more intent on their Congueſts, 
and the Enlargement of their Dominions, than 
anxious for the Encouragement of Arts and 
Sciences, Content to augment the Revenues 
of the Church, They never thought of erect. 


ing an Academy at Utrecht ; an Honour 
They left to the nem Republic, which in 


163 J. founded the UNIVERSITY of that 
City, and furniſhed it with able Profeſſors 
inall Faculties. The prineipal of theſe have 


been Yoetzus, who left his Name to his Diſ- 


kiples, in Oppoſition to thoſe of Coccxius, 
with whom He had very great * 1 


r ,, Fo _ ws. 
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well as with Drs Cax TES, whoſe Philoſophy 


He deeryed. After Him we may reckon his 
Son, with Burman, and the celebrated Gx x vi- 


us: LEUspEN, LEYDECKER, and RELAND, 
are Names of great Reputation in the learned 
World ; and ſome of the preſent Members of 
this Academy, are Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 
Abilities. | 1 — 


PRovINCE of FrrzeranD. 


ISTORY does not afford any 
Example of a People who have 
been more eminent Lovers of 


= Liberty, or that have aſſerted it 


. with greater Bravery than the 
Fxiso Ne DRusus, (a) however, having 


cut a Communication between the Rhine 


and the Vel, entred the Zuider-Zee with 
is Heet; And having ſurprized the 
people void of any Apprehenſion, the 


th 


4 WF A EA pr 


(4) Dio, Hiſt, L. 4 and L. 5. P · 126. 128. 


whole 
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whole Nation was at once ſeized with a pa- 
nick Fear, and proved an eaſy Conqueſt to the 
Romans: But DRusus being dead, They 
immediately threw off the Yoke, crucified the 
Roman Tax-Gatherers, beat the Forces that 
were ſent to reduce Them under the Com- 
mand of Arkontvs, and regained their an- 
_ cient Liberty with freſh Acquiſitions of Glory 
and Reputation. "EY 


Their ExsAssADoRS who appeared at 


Roms in the Time of NxxoO, maintained the 
Honour of the Province with a great Deal of 
Gallantry. Tacrrus records the Names of 
theſe EMrassaDoRs (a) Who It ſeems were 
Men of very great Authority at Home, and 
bchaved as ſuch when at Rome. Being infor- 
med that It was the Cuſtom for foreign Mi- 
ziflers in Alliance with the Empire, to 
ſit amongſt the SENaToRs in Powpey's 
THEATRE ; They took their Seats there ike. 
wiſe, and affirmed there was no Nation that 
had cither more Courage, or good Faith, than 
the GERMANS. 
After this the FRIZoNs enjoyed their Li. 


terties for a long Series of Years, tho often] 


- N * * * 
1 i a 


—— 


4 * 


* * * * 


785 | (a) Autore Verrito & Malorige qui nationem eam rege. 
pant in quantum German regnantur, 
Taeit. Ann. Lib, 13. Ch, 45. p. 248. 


attacked 


] 
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| attacked by the Romans, who had a mind to 
ſubdue them. But in CHarLEMaGNE's Time 

their Government took another Form. This 
Prince reduced, and made Them Tributaries 
to FxANcE; and as it was the Cuſtom of that 
Time to ſend Counts, or Victroys into 


the conquered Provinces, CHARLEMAGNE e- 


| Qabliſhed one in FuIz ELAN with the Title 
of PoTESTAS 2H . 
FOR TEMAN the tall was the firſt that en- 


joyed this Dignity, who after having defea- 


ted the SaxoNs that came to pillage Frizeland; 


march'd with an Army of his Countrymen 
into ITALY, where they performed ſo many 
gallant Actions in Charlemagye's Service, that 
He permitted the Province to quarter a Demi- 


Eagle in her Arms, and by a Decree in the 
Year 802, He declared Her free and exempt 


from any Tribute for the Future. 

A Part of Frize/and became ſubject to the 
Housx of Bux qu px in the Time of Par 
the Goop, (a) but the Bulk of the Province 
continued to be governed by her Poteſtas down 
to the Time of Charles V; and as the BisHops 
of Titrecht were either contemptible for their 
Sloth, or remarkable for their Ambition and 
Tyranny; the Cates of FxIZ ELAup on the 


F279" 


* 
— 


8 (a) Anno 1496. 
8 con- 
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contrary were generally noble and diſintere. 
ſted Aſſertors of the Rights and Freedom of the 
Subjet. ONE of Them. having been ſolicita. 
ted by WILLIAM Count of HoLLanD, and 
King of the Romans, to aſſiſt him in ob- 
taining the Sovereignty of the Province, was fo 
far from complying that He ſtruck a Medal in 

Deteſtation of the Propoſal which bore this 

Infcr iption. : 5 


Six Tus SIAERDAMA PoTESTAs FRIS LX. 
and on the Reverſe, 


LiBERTAS PREVALET ApRo. 


This was ſo warmly reſented by the KN 
of the Romans, that He entred Frizeland with 
a very confiderable Army, and beat Szarda. | 
ma; but loſt his Life in a ſecond Expedition 
_ againſt the Poteſtas, who lived to carry on the 


War ſeveral Years afterward under the Rejgy 


of FLORENT- 

The Eur EROR CHARLES V. was more ſuc- 
ceſsful in his Enterprizes upon FRI ZZ ELAN DH; 
which he entirely reduced in 1523; tho 
with the Loſs of his GENERAL, Joan de 
WassENAER, Who had ſignalized Himſelf in | 
the Battle of Pavia, and was now killed before 

$LOTEN, Which i: ſeems was the laſt Place 

a In 
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in the Province that held out againſt the 
EMR RR. "(17 | 
The FRISsONs recover d their Liberties how- 
ever under PIII ad. by entring into the 
Confederacy of the ſeven Provinces; and no- 
thing can be a ſtronger Proof of their extream 
Love of Freedom, than that their GovkRN- 
ou xs have never been able in the Courſe of 
ſo many Ages, to enlarge their Power, or ac- 
quire greater Titles; both which on the con- 
trary have declined by Degrees; whereas in 
other Countries it has been uſual enough to 
augment Them by gradual inſenſible Z//arpa- 
tions on the Right ot the Subject. Their firſt 
Governours were Kix Gs, the ſecond Dukks, 
and the Third ruled them under the Title of 
PoTEsTAs. It is true indeed that They have 
lately made the Government, or the 8TADr- 
HOLDERSH1P of their Province Hereditary, 
but this was rather owing to Neceſſity than 
Choice, for his late MAI ESTT KING WILLI 
a having in 1675 managed certain Intrigues 
in order to obtain the Sradtholderſbip, the Fxl- 
2z0Ns, apprehenſive It may be ot that Prince's 
growing Power, reſolved to perpetuate the 
Dignity of Stadtholder in that Branch of the 
Naſſau Family, which is ſettled in the Pro- 
TIHCE « ; 4 _ | 
They took at the ſame Time however all 
imaginable Precautions for the e of 
| thek 
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their Priviledges; and amongſt other Re. 
ſtrictions, the Stadt holder is incapacitated to 
make any Purchaſe in the Province; or at 
leaſt when ſuch an Acquiſition is made, all 
Priviledges and Rights that may be depen- 
dant on the purchaſed Lands are ſuſpended 
pro Tempore, and revived again when the E- 
ſlate changes Hands, and revolves to a pri- 
vate Family. 7 25 + | : 
But not withſtanding this, the Szadtholder i 
has a very conſiderable Authority. He eleQs 
the Magiſtrates of all the Towns, except Thoſe 
of Leuwardin and Fraue ter, from a double No- 
mination of the Senates. He has his Seat in 
the Councir, of SrATE of the UNITED PRO- 
VINCES; and for ſome Time after the grand 
Revolution, when this Dignity was yet 
in its Infancy, He diſpoſed of all mili- 
tary Preferments. But the SràrEs, agree- i 
able to their old Cuſtom of reducing the Pow- 
er of their Governours, have ſmce reſtrained 
this Priviledge to ſuch Poſts only as ſhall be- 
come vacant during the Campaign. 
There are three Provinces, or at leaſt three 
Diſtricts, which bare the Name of Frizeland. 
The Firſt governed by its own Prixce, is EAST 
Fx1zELAanD, Whoſe Capital is EzDpEN. The 
ſecond is WESTH FIZ ELAN D, now vulgarly 
called Nox TH HoLLanD, which formerly 
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comprehended the Town of AusTRERDAM, 
and the third is That which bears the Name 
of the PRovince of FRIZELAN o. | 
The preſent Foxx of Government eſtabliſh 
ed in this Province is very particular. Fx1zr- 
LAND conſiſts of four Quarters, three of which 
are OsTERGo, WEsTERGO, SEVENWOULD, 
and the fourth is of the Towns. On the Firſt of 
theſe depended eleven Bailywicts, on the ſe- 
cond Nine, and on the Third Ten. Each Baj- 
hwick, and each City, fend Two Depurzes, 
who together repreſent the SoverxtiGnTY of 
the PRovince. When they are met in their 
General Aſſembly, they ſeparate Themſelves in- 
to four Chambers, Each of which chuſes two 
Deputies, whom They term the little Number, 


and 'tis to theſe Perſons, that all thoſe addreſs 
| Themſelves, who have any Thing that de- 


mands Recourſe to the STATEs. The Nozr.zs 
have no Rank amongſt the STATEs of FxIZ E- 
LAND, and indeed there are no Mannours or 


 Lordſbips in the Province. The Court of 


STATES DepuTI1Es, conſiſts of nine Perſons + 
Two for each Quarter of the Province, and 
Three on the Part of the Towns. Thoſe of the 
Quarters are changed every Year in the ordi. 
nary Courſe, but fometimes they are conti- 
nued by a freſh Commiſſion ; and the Tous 


Deputies 


n OP: * * 4 (3 * * 2 
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Deputies hold their Empley for three Years, 
The two principal Towns of this Province are 
Leuwarden and Faxeker. The Firſt is Canrr- 
TAL of OsTtxs0, where reſide the Court, the 
Council of State, and provincial Courts | of Ju- 
ſtice. FANEKER is the Caritar, of Wes- 
ERGO, and has formerly been celebrated for 
her 7niver/ity, founded in 1585. The Towns 


4 have all their Senates and Burgomaſters whoſe 
2 Numbers are different. The high Court of 
4 Tuſtice held At! Leuwardlen, is inveſted with 


a very great Authority, and conſiſts of twelve 
Councellors, who are elected by their reſpec- 
' tive Quarters, and introduced to their Functi- 
ons, by the States Deputies, to whom They 
take the cuſtomary Oath. of Office. She ; judges 
Soverezgnly of all Crimes that incur. corporal 
Puniſhment, except ſuch as regard the Ap- 
MIRALTY, and the Ax ux; and the STATEs 
repoſe ſo great a Confidence in the Deciſions 
of this Court, that they never grant either 
Pardon or Reprieve, to Thoſe who lie under 
her Sentence. Appeals are brought hither 
from the inferior Courts of the Province, 
which are determined according to the Statute 
Laws of Frizeland ; and in Cauſes purely civil, 
there lies an Appeal from the Sentence of the 
Court by way of Reviſion. There ate two 
Methods of Reviſion The firſt is by Appeal 
to the ſame Court better informed; but in the 

94K mean 
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mean Time, the firſt Sentence may be exe- 
cuted, provided the Party in whoſe Favour 
Ir is, gives Security to pay the Sum in Que- 
ſtion, if the ſecond Verdict goes againſt Him. The 
ſecond, which is called the grand Revihon, is 
made in the Name of the States, whole Deputies 
chuſe Six Lawyers whom they conſtitute Re- 
 viſors, Three of the Province and three Stran- 
gers, who meet at LEUWARDIN, Where a 
Member of the high Court delivers them a 
Copy of the Proceſs ſealed up, to be re-exami- 
ned upon the ſame Proofs that were before ex- 
hilited. After the Reviſors have given their 
Opinions, the ſame Member of the high Court 
produces a ſecond ſealed Paper, with the ſe- 
perate Opinions of the acer who aſſiſted at 
the former Reviſion; which being opened and 
conſidered, the States Deputies form a Con- 
cluſion from the Plurality of Opinions, as well 
| of the former Judges, as of the preſent Rewijors ; 
and this is deciared to be the Sentence of the 
STATEs Of FRIZELAND. _ 


7 
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OF THE 


Province of OVERYSSEL. 


| LE ee ERTSSEL is ſituated in the 
9 885 EEE Middle, between Frizeland, Gel- 


derland, the Zuyder-Zee, and i 
the Country of Weſtfalia, near 
| whoſe Borders the J/el takes 
its. Riſe, which watering this Province in 
her Courſe, receives the Rhine at Doesburg, i 
and afterwards empties her ſelf into the 
Zuyder-Zee, or the Fruvo Lacus of the 
Ancients. This Rivex was originally called 
SAL, and thoſe that lived on the Banks of 
it SALIENs, Who were, beyond all doubt, 
the People that firſt inhabited the PRo- 
VINCE of OVERY SEL. Tacirus who had 
throvghly ſtudied the Cuſtoms of GER RNA. 
NY, gives us an Idea of the SaLIEN's Go- Es 


vernment, when tributary to the * £ NS, 
a Thei 
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Their CHIET or GENERAL, had the Title 
of KinG 5; but was elected by the Peo- 
ple, (a) who retained ſeveral Parts of the 
Supream Power in their own Body; and a- 
mongſt other Things, They had a Share 


in the Fines impoſed on Criminals. 


Pars Mulcte Regt vel Civitati vindicatur. 


The more important Affairs of the 
Government were debated in popular Af 
ſemblies, at which the Prieſts were preſent, 
whoſe Duty it was to impoſe Silence. 
Each ChiEr had a Right to harangue 
the People; who reſpected Him in Propor- 
tion to the Force of his Eloguence, or the 
Reputation He had acquired in military 
Affairs. They expreſſed their Approbation 
of what was ſaid, by claſhing their Wea- 
pons together in a martial Manner, and 
their Diſlike by a confuſed Murmur. | 

For the Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, the 
CHitrs were uſed at certain Seaſons, to 
take a Jour; or, as we call it, a Circuit, to 


the ſeveral Towns of the Province, attend- 


ed by a conſfid-rable Number of Ferſons, 
who, upon theſe Occaſions, were aſſociated 


(a) Principes eleguntur, - - - = fays Tacitus 
| H32 2 
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to Them for the Diſ penſation of Juſtice and 
Eguity. (a) | N | 
It is preſumed that the Sarique Law was 


firſt framed by the People of thisProvince, im- 


mediately after they had ſhook off their De- 
pendance on the Ro ANs. A Conſtitution that 
has ſince grown famous, from being received 
by the FRENCH, who conſider it as one of the 
beſt Supports of their CRown, which by this 
Law is limited to the Males of the Royal Fa- 
mily. PHARAMOND is indeed named for 
the Inventor of It, and It 1s particularly ſaid 
that He convened an Aſſembly of the French 
Lords in 422, by whoſe Aſſiſtance it was 
compiled; and the Obſervaticn of it after- 
wards enforced by CLO vis who drove the 
Romans out of Gaul, and ſucceeded PHARA- 
MOND in that Monarchy. But the very near 
Affinity between the Names, would I own 
be enough to make me conclude it an Inſti- 
tution of the Sa LIENs, eſpecially as the Law 
has ever been, and is at preſent religiouſly 
obſerved throughout the Province of Overyſſel. 
() This Opinion is fortified by another Con- 
ſideration, ſuggeſted by MoNsiEUR BAS NACE, 


— 


(s) Centeni ſingulis Comites Confilium ſimul & Autho- 
ritas adſunt Tac. Germania, Cap. XIII. Page 546. 


who 
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who has given the World a very learned Critic 
on this Subject, (4) which is, that there are 
at leaſt twenty different Clauſes ſcattered a- 
bout in the Body of the Saligue Law, which 
are ſo many Statutes againſt the itealing of 
Swix E, inſomuch that the Preſervation of 

\ thoſe Animals, appears to have been one of the 
principal Intentions of the LeG1sr. aror, which 


could not have happen'd had He lived in any 
other Country than Overyſſel or Weſtfalia, 
r where the Hoss ſtill continue to be the prin- 
d cipal Riches of the Inhabitants, as they un- 
5 WE doubtedly were at that Time. 

s The Government ſuffered a very great 
2 Change under CHARLEMAGNE; Who having 
1C conquered GERMAN, annexed Overyſſel and 
Mo the neighbouring Provinces to his Dominions, 
ar and ſent Them their ſeveral Dukes or Counts 


who ruled the People in his Name. Overyſſel, 
in particular, had a Diſtinct Governor for each 
of her Diſtricts, agreeable to the Obſervation 
fly of a Saxon Poet. : 


el. | 
on- Sed variis diviſa modis Plebs omnis habebat, 
GE,  ZNuot Pagos, tot pane Duces. 
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(5) Deſcription hiſtorĩque da Goyernement des Provin- | 


4 


ces unies. = 


H 3 Beſides 
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HBeſides their Governours, They had another 
Officer of very great Authority, who was 
termed ScuLrET, qua ScHOUT, Whoſe 
Power u as equivalent to that of the Roman 
Px x Tox, or the modern CITY BarLire. They 
were in a manner, aſſociated to the Counts for 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice : Nox poteſt ullus 
Comes qui ſub regali Banno cognoſcit, legitimum 
habere Judicium fine ſuo Sculteto (a) 
- OvexyssEL underwent another Revolu- 


tion in the Time of CHARLES the Barr. 


This Prince having made War upon the Ex- 
PEROR LOTHAIRE, in Conjunction with his 
Brother LE wis the German, King of BAVARIA, 


They applied Themſelves to the Clergy to : 
corroborate the Title which Conqueſt had 


given Them over the Emperor's Dominions. 


t was the Cuſtom of that Age for Princes to 
reſign their Crowns to the Clergy, in order to re. 


ceive them again with greater Luſtre and Au- 
thority. The Prieſt in Gratitude for the Ho- 
nour done Him, employed his venerable Cha- 
racter and the outſide of Religion to engage the 
People in a paſſive Obedience. Agreeable to 
This, C:zarr es and Lewis having convened 
an Aſſembly of Biſhops at Aix la Capelle, The 


a 2 rr — . 
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(4) Speculum Saxon. Lib, 1. Art. 50. 55, 36. 


EMPEROR 


| 
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ExpkROR LoTHAIRE Was by them declared 
unworthy of the Countries his Father LEwIS 
le DBBONNAIKE had | im. Receive lay 
They to the two Brothers, |Receive the King- 
dom by the Authority of God, and govern it accor- 
ding to his Will. We adviſe, exhort and com- 
mand you to do It. 

In this Manner theſe Princes received 
from a Congregation of Pre/ates the Dona- 
tion of thoſe Countries which They were 
already in Poſſeſſion of by Conqueſt. 

The greater Difficulty was how to di- 
vide the Spoil between themſelves; but 
it was at laſt- agreed that Lewis ſhould 
retain Bavaria, which was his old Patri- 
mony, with a part of Germany, including 
Overyſſel, ani the Neighbouring Provinces. 
A Partition that has ſince been the Occaſion of 
ſeveral Quarrels; for Lothaire, thus ſtript 
of his Dominions, conſtantly maintained that 
the diſmembred Provinces were always depen- 
dant on the Emperor and Empire, from 
whence the Succeeding Emperors took fre- 
quent Opportunities to revive their Pre- 
tentions to them. 

The Government of Overyſſel ſuffered a- 
nother Change, ſtill more diſadvantageous 
than the former, under the Brsyoes of 
Ur ECHT. Theſe Prelates, though not 

abſolute Sovereigns of the whole Province, 
H 4 1 


T4 BATAVIA Part J. 


had got Poſſeſſion of a Part of It, which 
they/ not only ruled in a very tyranical 
Manner, but were the Occaſion of number. 
leſs Mifchiefs to the Province from the In- 
veteracy of their Enemies; who to revenge 
themſelves upon the Br/hop, were ſure to 


| 

make cruel Inroads into the Country, to 3h 

the Deſtruction of the People. It has been | 

often remarked that the Government of . 
Ecclefaſticks is very uncertain; for if on g 

one Hand, the Veneration which the Peo- . 

ple entertain for their Character, gives t 

Them an opportunity of extending their i 
Dominions, under the Sanction of Relz- 7 

770 the ſame Circumſtance renders bi 

Them leſs proper to defend their Poſ- 3 


ſeſſions, when either Jealouſy of Power, 
or a Deſire of growing Rich at the 
Expence of the Church, excites. their 
Neighbours to attack them. The Peo- 
ple too are extreamly various in their 
Opinions. One Man ſhall be ſo preju- 
diced as to hazard every Thing, even 
Life itfelf, to ſupport the Biſhop in all his 
Pretentions; whilit Another ot a cooler 
. Complexion,  Ilcoks upon Nothing with fo 
much Contempt as a deſigning Ecclefraſtick, 
who under different Pretences, ſacrifices 
the Dignity of his Character, and 8 wy 
1 8 5 on; 
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Concern for Religion, to ſecular Intereſt 
and unlimited Ambition. When the Bi- 
ſhops of Ttrecht firſt made their Conqueſts 
in Overyſſel, and began to exerciſe a Juriſ- 
diction there, all imaginable Care was 
taken to hinder their Progreſſion. Ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution, they were 
to depend in a great Meaſure on the 
States, ſo far at leaſt, as to attempt no- 
thing of very great Conſequence, without 
their Advice; but they often broke through 
the moderate Limits preſcribed them by 
the Law, and abuſing at once the Devo- 
tion of the People and the Ardor of the 
Troops, They led Them juſt as their Am- 
bition directed. Sometimes the Friſons 
were their Enemies; and Peace ſhould 
hardly be reſtored, when a new Quarrel 
would break out with the Dukes of Gel- 
der; and This again, be ſucceeded by 
another, ftill more cruel and bloody, with 
their inveterate and powerful Enemies, the 
Counts of Holland. ; 
The States of the Province, however, 
who could not poſſibly draw any Advan- 
tage from Yifories, which ſerved only to 
cheriſh the Ambition of the Prelates, very 
often oppoſed the March of their Soldi- 
ers; and leaving the Biſhop to deal with 
his Enemies in the beſk Manner he could, 
- would 
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would regulate their Conduct agreeable to 
the Event of the Campagne. But ſuch was 
the narrow fpirited Temper of thoſe 
dark and ſuperſtitious Ages, that there 
is ſcarce an Hiſtorian who does not blame 
this prudent Temporifing in the People 
and States of Overyſſel; as if it was the 
Duty of Mankind to run blindly into. all 
the Enterpriſes of their Sovereigns, tho' 
the Succeſs” could only ſerve to draw on 
their own Ruin, in the Eſtabliſhment of 
a Tyranny. Beſides the People and States, we 
are told there was another Order of . Per- 
ſons in the Province, who often oppoſed 
the Biſhop. (a) Theſe were certain Lords, 
whoſe Names Guichardine has tranſmirted 
to us, (3) that were jo many Sovereigns 
within their Reſped ive Juriſdictions. 

They were inveſted with all that 
Right which the Civilians term, Jus Ar- 
morum & Federis, the Right of arming their 
Vaſſals and Dependants, and of making 
War and Peace with their Neighbours. 


y 
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(a) Et di piu vi ſono dieſi Luoghi molto principali 
& importanti i quai hanno larghiſſimi Privilegi. Guze- 
cardini Deſcritionè di tutti i Paeſi Baſſi. p. 165. 

(b) The Titles of the ten Lords mentioned in Guic- 
bardin, are Peppel, Ghelmuyden, Coeverden, Hardembergbe 
Omme, Almelo*, Goor, Viepenleim, Debden, and En: 
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But as thoſe Lords could not always agree 
to unite, and were ſingly too weak to en- 
counter the Biſhop ; He who never ler flip an 
Occaſion, had it frequently in his Power to 
deſtroy Them. and when a Ceſlation of for- 
reign Broils gave the Biſhop Leiſure to turn 
his Thoughts, and apply all his Force to the 
Oppreſſion of his Subjects at Home, then even 

th. People, Lords and States, though all uni- 
ted, were fill too weak to oppoſe Him, and 
in this Caſe they had Recourſe to the Emperor's 
Protection, tho the Remedy was worſe than 
the Diſeaſe; for the Imperial Troops were never 
ſtrong enough entirely to drive away Thoſe 
of the Biſhop ; and having been uſed to free 
Quarter and a relaxed Diſcipline, They har- 
raſſed the Country molt miſerably under the 
Pretence of defending it. It will be allowed [ 
believe from what has been ſaid, that the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Government has been extreamly 
fatal to this Province; which in 1385 was the 
Scere of a ſhort but ſurprizing Revolution un- 
der JohN Ill. This Prelate from being Se- 
cretary of State to the King of FRANCE, 
mounted into the See of Ttrecht, by Virtue of 
one of thole bold Steps which the Pop xs ſome- 
times take to aſſert their Supremacy. The 
Cannons had choſen another Bismoy, but 
the Poex thought fit to ſupercede the Election 
in Favour of This Jonx, who mn, 
| | el 
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fell upon enlarging his Dzoceſs by all poſſible 
Methods. Agreeable to This He bought ſe- 
veral Eſtates of the Count of Bentheim, and 
put Himſelf in Poſſeſſion of Diepenbeim. But 
whether the Debts he had contracted to buy 
theſe Lands eat Him up; or that his Revenues 
were diſipated by his Luxury; He died fo 
much in Debt, that the Diſtritsjof Zalant, 
Twenth and Yollenhove were given up to 
the Duke of Gelderland, and the Count 
of Holland, as Securities for the Money 
They had lent Him. But they did not re- 
main long in their Hands: for the next Biſhop 
being as covetous as his Predeceſſor had been 
extravagant, ſoon recovered a good Part of 
the mortgaged Country, and particularly the 
Diſtricht and Caſtle of Yo!lenhove. (a) 
Atlaſt Overtvysstr changed its Maſter en- 
trcly, and became ſubject to the Houſe of 
Auſtria. The provincial States weary of their 
Dependance on the Biſhops of Utrecht, laid 
hold on the Reſignation which Henry of Bava- 
ria made of his Bifhoprick to Charles V. tor a 
Pretext to put Themſelves under his Govern- 
ment ; Who accordingly took Poſleſſion of 
Oreryſſel, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition 


„ 
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(a) This was Frederick Blankenheymen, who died at Fol- 
„„ lenbove in 1413. | 
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made to it by the Duke of Gelderland, whom 


Charles eaſily obliged to acquieſce. 


The Province however did not long remain 
ſubject to the Houſe of Auſtria, for the People 
of the Netherlands having taken Arms in the 
manner we have related for the Defence of 
their Liberty, Overyſſel threw off the Spaniſb 
Yoke, and entered into the Confederacy of the 


ſeven Provinces ; upon which another Form 
of Government took Place, which is as follows. 


The STaTzs of OvexrsstL are compoſed 
of the Deputies of Zalant. Twent and Yollen- 


| ove, and of the three Towns, Campen, De- 


vexter, and Zwoll ; which ſix Members, with 
ſuch of the Nobility, as have Lordſhips to the 
Value of thirty Thouſand Florins, repreſent the 
Sovereignty of the Province Strangers Who 
deſire to ſettle here and enter into the Go- 
vernment, have only to prove their Nobility, 
buy a Lordſhip, live in the Province two Years, 
and pay a certain Sum for their Admiſſion. 
Domeſtick Affairs of an ordinary Nature 


| are reſolved according to the Plurality of 


Voices, but in an uncommon Manner ; for if 
one ſingle Nobleman joins in Opinion with the 
three Towns, They make the Plurality; as in 
like manner, if one Third of the Nobility, and 
one Nobleman over and above, join with Two 
of the Towns, They are a Majority ; and 'tis 
the ſame, if two thirds of the Nobility, and 

| one 
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one more, agree with one of the three Towns, 
But all Acts of State which relate to new 7axes, 
Peace or War, require the unanimous Conſent 
of all the Orders. 908 
The Barrier or DRoOss ART of Z ALAN con- 
venes the States, by ſummoning the Deputics 
of his own Quarter Himſelf, and the Reſt y 
the Interpoſition of their reſpective Bazlifs. 
He likewiſe preſides in the general Aſſembly, 
collects the Suffrages, and forms the Conclu- 
ficn. The three Towns, who have formerly 
been Members of the Empire, pretend ſtill to 
be Sovereign within the Circuit of their Wally 
and Precincts; and that there lies no Appeal 
from their Sentences. The Droſſarts however 
affirm, that their Juriſdiction extends into 
all the Towns of their Diſtricts ; but with» 
out deciding which is in the Right, tis moſt 
certain that the Towns have always main- 
tained their Pretenſions, and judge all Cauſes 
in the laſt Reſort. Each of the Town ee 
ates conſiſts of ſixteen Burgomaſters, who are 
elected by the People divided into forty Canton. 
Theſe Gentlemen govern all important Affairs, 
and two of them are choſen weekly for the Oiſ- 
patch of ordinary Buſineſs. There 1s a Court 
of Juſtice in this Province, tho very unlike 
Thoſe of Holland and Zealand; compoſed of 
one Deputy of every Bailick, and each of 


the three Towns ; which ſerves as a — 
us | 0 0 


of State to the Province. In matters of Juſtice 
there lies an Appeal from the ordinary Judges, 
to the ſeveral Bazlifs ; who determine all 
Cauſes in the laſt Reſort ; and againſt their 
Sentences there 1s no Remedy in Law, except 
that every four or five Years, there is an Af. 
| ſembly of STaTEs Dkruriks, before whom, 
any Perſon that thinks Himſelf grieved by a 
| former Sentence, may have his Cauſe reviſed 
upon his Petition. KA wh 
JusTicE is diſpenſed in a very uncommon 
manner at Deventer. Twelve Schepens, and 
four Councellors, compoſe the Tribunal of that 
Town, and are elected every Year by an Aſ- 
| ſembly of the Burgeſſes, who take an Oath to 
ive their Votes impartially, and chuſe Per- 
5 of reputed Integrity. Theſe Elefors, to 
the Number of Forty eight, are drawn from 
all the different Streets of the Town, and 
They have a further Priviledge of Aſſembling 
from Time to Time, at leaft four Times a 
Year, to deliberate of the moſt important 
Affairs of the Province, without excepting 
even Thoſe which relate to Peace and War. 


m BA AUA Pac! 


| W wc. »þ EY 
— a A. 
( . * 
. 8 : ; 


OF THE 
Province of GRONINOGHEN, 


Which com en the 


OMMELANDS. 


| IHE Town of GroNmeHrn, 
which is the Capital of this Pro- 
vice, is thought to be the Ci- 
vj tadel that the Rowan GENE- 
RAL CoxzuLo. built to bridle 
the hong upon their returning into the 
Roman Obedience after their firſt Revolt. 
(a) Some Authors make it much more 
ancient ; deriving It from the French He- 
roes of Antiqity; and r Them, from 


» et. _ * 


(a) vide Menſo Altin deſeri tio desde antiquos Agri 
Bata vi & Fiiſiz, Pag. Be 0 N * K 


the 
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the TROIANs. (a) But this Opinion fas 


vours too much of the Legend; and the 
former on the contrary, appears extreamly 
probable, from the great Conformity in the 
Rules of Government between Groni»ghen and 
old Rome. You ſee in Groninghen a Senate 
inveſted with the Sovereign Aurhority, and, 
other Officers of State, which anſwer to 
the Conſuls, Prætors, Cenſors, and Ediles; 
and there has been even a DicTaToR crea» 
ted upon emergent Occaſions But what 
is ſtill more convincing, the Town has ſe- 
veral municipal Laws, which are apparently 
extracted from thoſe of the TWELVE 


TizLEs. Tis a known Law of the Twelve 


Tables that the Prætor ſhould determine 
Cauſes, before Noon: that the zeareſt Rela- 
tion, ſhould be entruſted with the Guardi- 
anſbip of Children rhat had loſt their Fa- 
ther: that there ſhonld be no drinking 
at Funerals; and that the Deciſions of 


the People are Sovereign. 


— 
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(a) Guicciardini, Defcrittione di tutti i Paeſi Baſſi, P. 172, 
Grunighem ſecondo alcuni preſe il nome, comme di 


ſopra ſi fa mentione, da Grunio Trojano, il Munſtero 


ſcrive che fuſſe di generatione Franco, cio e Franzeſe, 
Che potrebbe Stare I uno & l' altro, conciolia che i 
TRY affermauo eſſere uſciti di prima Origlae da 

I0]as 8 - 
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In the x1 and x11 Ages, Groninghen became 
very conſiderable ; and rhe Inhabitants hav- 
ing rebelled againſt Gopexey BIsHoP of U- 
TRECHT in 1166, and made him their Pri- 
ſoner; Froxtent CounT of HoLLAND 

came to his Aſſiſtance, releaſed the Biſpop, and 
beſieged the Town, but could not poſſibly 
take It; upon which the Emperor Frederick in- 
terpoſed his Authority and made up the Quar- 
rel; firſt reconciling the Inhabitants with the 
Biſhop, and afterwards the Biſhop with the 
Count of Holland, who had quarrelled about 
the Poſſeſſion of certain Lands ſituated be- 
tween Gronizghen and the River Lawer. FL o- 
RENT pretended an abſolute Right to them, 
by Virtue of certain Grants from former Em- 
perors ; and on the other hand, the Biſhop 
produced authentic Donations of a Part of the 
Territory; upon which the Emperor decided 
the Diſpute, by- ordering that for the future, 
the Revenue of the Lands in queſtion ſhould 
be equally divided betwixt them; in order 
to which They ſhould pitch upon a third Per- 
fon to be the Count or Adminiſtrator, and in 
Caſe They could not agree in their Choice, 
the Emperor would nominate Him. lt was 
further ordered that They ſhould both cc me 
to Grouinghen every Year in the Month of 
May, where their Stay was limited to fix 
Weeks, in which Time the Biſhop was to 

| ſuperintend 
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ſuperintend and regulate all Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
cerns, whilſt the Count of Holland took Care 
of the civil Furiſdiftion and political Affairs 
of the Government. | | 

This Example proves that Groninghen was 


then in ſome Degree a Fief of the Empire, ſince 


the Emperor acts rather as Lord of the Soil 
than a ſimple Arbitrator ; and both the Count 
of Holland and the Biſhop ground their Right 


on the Donations of his Anceſtors. The People 


of GRONINGHEN continued to be the Sport 
of Fortune for ſeveral Years; at one Time fo 
much at Eaſe as to think of extending their 
own Dominions at the Expence of their Neigh- 
bours, and at another ſo much harraſſed and 


oppreſſed by their Biſhops, as to be forced to 


call in foreign Aſſiſtance. And this unſetled 
Condition laſted till x5 36, when ſhe became 
entirely ſubject to CHARLES V. 8 
The flat Country called the OMMELANDS, 
was formerly divided into ſeveral Diſtricts 
each of which was ſovereign Miſtreſs of Her 
felt, and all of them independant on the Town 
of Groninghen. | 
Froelingo, were governed by ConsvuLs annu- 
ally elected, agreeable to the manner of old 
ROME. The ConsvLSHip was attended with 
a very great Authority, and the Election ge- 
nerally conteſted with a Violence that was 
e a often 


Theſe Diſtricts, and particularly That of 


FI 
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often fatal to the Candidates, as well as de- 


ſtructive to the PusLIic PEAc. In 1280 
Taey came to Blows in the Quarter of Hun- 
fingo, where the Competitors were left dead 
on the Spot; and theie Conteſts were com- 
mon to all the Diſtricts. 


In Point of Ecclefraftical Diſcipline and 


Church Affairs, Part of the Ommelands was 
formerly ſubject ro the Brsyo"s of MUNSTER, 
as the Town of Greninghen an] the Country 
of Drent were to thoſe of Ttrecht Lu- 
POLVHUS, Biſhop ot Munſter, being informed 
of the ill Treatment the Clergy met with in 
this Country, interdicted the Celebration of 
divine Service in the Quarter of Fivelingo 
Where a Deacon had been killed. (a) But 
the People had not always the neceſſary 
Reſpect for the Biſhops Cenſures ; They fre- 
quently gave Him the Trouble of appealing 
to Rowe, and ſomerimes on the contrary they 
would ſubmit to undergo a Pennance. 

We have already remarked that the ſeveral 
Diſtricts of the Ommelands were ſo many di- 
ſtint Sovereignties; They gave different 
Arms, and had their own Troops, and ſepa- 
rate Intereſts, They frequently quarrelled 
and fought with each other; and ſometimes 


0 Emonis Chron. Anno £227. Pe 12 "PE 


They 
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They have all united againſt Groninghen with 


different Succeſs. In 1550 the Town Forces were 


victorious over Thoſe of Fivelingo and Drent; 
but as not hing is more difficult than to bear a 
Tide of Proſperity with Decency, the Town 
abuſed her Victory ſo far as to draw on the 
Reſentment of the other Qarters, who being 
all united, were Maſters of the Field in their 
Turn, beſeiged and took Groninghen, and 
ſlighted her Fortifications. Theſe were af- 


_ terwards repaired however, and the Ommel/ands 


with the City came at once under the Do- 
mination of the Emperor, from which they 
again recovered by entring into the Contede- 

racy of the United Provinces. | 
Thus the PRovince of GRONINGHEN Is 
compoſed of two Bodies; The Town and the 
neighbouring Country, cailed in Dutch, Om- 
me Landen, ſituated between the Rivers Ems, 
and Lawer. The Magiſtracy of the Town 
conſiſts of eight Bu GOA T ERS, and ſix- 
teen Councellors, whoſe Dignity is ſor Life, 
but their Functions only annual. There are 
always four Burgomaſters and twelve Coun- 
cellors in the Regency, the remaining Eight 
being employed for that Vear in other Fun- 
ions. The REGEN Ts govern all political 
Affairs in a Sovereign Manner; and judge in 
the laſt Reſort, all Cauſes both civil and 
criminal, The Places which become va- 
(By Cant 
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ant in the Magiſtracy, either by Death or 
Male Adminiſtration, are filled up by ano- 
ther Court compoſed of Twenty four Per- 
ſons, called the Sworn. Society; unleſs when 
. a Magiſtrate dies in the Time of his Re- 
gency, in which Caſe the Council may diſ- 
pole cf the Vacancy, provided it be done 
within ten Days after the Burial. To pre- 
ſerve the Number of fixteen Perſons in the 
Regency, the ſworn Society aſſemble once a 
Year, by Virtue of a Priviledge granted 
Them by the Town : The PRESIDENT 
BUR GONASTER puts into his Hat, nineteen 
, white, and five þlack Beans, which anſwer to 
the Number of Electors, and Thoſe who 
draw the five Black Beans, chuſe the Perſons 
whom They judge proper to fill the vacant 
Places. | , 

The Owntranps, are divided into three 
Quarters, whoſe Laws provide that Thoſe 
who poſſeſs thirty Acres of Land, of the 

Value of a Thouſand Florins, Money of Emb- 
den; and who pay eight Horins upon each 
Subſidy to the State, which is termed Ver- 
ponding ; have a Right to appear in the Aſ. 
tembly of the Province. The three Quar- 
ters however, have but one Voice and the 
Town another, ſo that the Sovereignty 15 
equally divided between Them. Each Qar- 
ter is again ſubdivided into three _— = 

ri 
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ſtricts, and no Reſolution can be taken upon 
the Affairs of the Province, unleſs x of the 
ſmaller Diſtricts concur in it 

There are ſeveral Juriſdictions throvghout 
the Province both for civil and criminal Af- 
fairs; but there lies an Appeal from all their 
Sentences, to the CourT of JusTicE eſtab- 


liſhed in the City of GRONINGHEN. 


This Court is compoſed of a Preſident, who 
is named alternativeiy by the Zorn and the 
Ommelands, and eight Aſſeſſors, of whom 
four are the Regent Burgomaſters for the Time 
being, and the other four are perpetual, one 
of whom is nominated by the Zown,. and 
Three by the Ommelands. 

The SrArEs of the Province conſiſt 
of an equal Number of Deputies from 
the two Members, who aſſemble annual- 
ly, on the 8th of Pebruary, and on that 
Day all Poſts become vacant ; but 
They are immediately filled up either 


by a new Election or a Continuation, 


of the ſame Perſons. The STATEs being 
aſſembled ; deliberate, and refolve as Sove- 
reigns, of all that concerns the Province; 


but as there are only two Suffrages in the 


Aſſembly, equal in Authority; when They 
happen to diſagree, the Reſolution is ſuſpen- 
ded, till one Party comes over to the Senti- 
ments of the Other. The 7own, and the 

IE | Omme- 


120 BATAYII Part l. 


Ommelands, have an equal Right in the Diſtri- 
bution of Offices; which They confer alter- 
natively, and the Commiſſions are made out 
in the Name of the Province. They ſend. 
ix Deputies to the States general; Two to the 
Council of State; Two to the general Chamber 
of Accompts; Four to the Admiralty of Har- 
ling hen; and One to That of Amſterdam. | 
They chuſeevery Year eight Perſons, who 
_ compoſe a Court of States Deputies ; and in the 
Abſence of the provincial States, theſe Gen- 
tlemen regulate the Affairs of the Province, 
as the Council Of State does in Holland. 

In the ſame manner, they elect fx Perſons, 
who compole the provincial Chamber of the 
Finances; fix Curators for the Univerſity of 
Groninghen, whoſe Profeſſors they nominate 


likewiſe ; And laſtly they diſpoſe of all com- t 
miſſions and military Offices, in the Troops that I 
depend on their Province. u 
It is Monſieur Baſnage's Remark, that this L 
Eguality in the Diſtribution of Offices, ought na- S1 
turally to produce a good Correſpondence, d 
and Harmony, between the two Members of ⁵ t! 
the Province, ſince it is uſually the Bone of MW of 
Contention, amongſt the principal Perſons in gr 
a State: But notwithſtanding this, the Town el 
and the Ommelands, are very often at Va- C 
riance. | en 


O F 
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Country of DRENT. 


HE Ancient BisHors of Ur- 


552 5 RECHT pretended to be both Spi- 


ritual and Temporal Lords of 
CASK2Y DrxENT. But of all thoſe who ac- 
knowledged their Juriſdiction, 

none have oppoſed their Uſurpations with 
greater Courage and Obſtinacy than the Inha- 
bitants of this little Diſtrict. Their Animoſity 
however has ſometimes carried Them beyond 
the Bounds of Decency in their Reſentment, 


| particularly in the perſon of Orho II, who 
With his Brother anda conſiderable Body of the 


Nobility, were cut off without Pity at the 
Siege of CovERDEN. The People were ſcan- 
dalized it ſeems to ſee a Biſhop come againſt 
them in ſo hoſtile a manner, ſo they ſtruck 
oft his Head, and treated his Body with very 
great Indignity ; falſly imagining their Cru- 
clty was juſtified by the Biſhops acting out of 
Character. But his ' Succeſſor WIL BRAND 
entred the Country at the Head of his Army, 
and revenged the Death of Oro. Drent 

| | became 
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became ſubject to the Houſe of Auſtria with 
the Reſt of the neighbouring Provinces, and 
recovered its Liberty by falling in with the 
grand Revolution under Philip II. 

This little Country makes the Frontier of 


the ©nited Provinces on the Side of Weſtfa- 
lia; and may in one Senſe. be ſtyled a Part 


of them, fince ſhe contributes one per Cent. 
to the public Expence, and obeys the States 
General. Indeed ſhe has no Repreſentative 
in their Aſſembly, and in that only ſhe is leſs 
than any other Member of the Republic; a 
Particular the People of Drent have often 
complained of, but to no Purpoſe. There 
ſeems to be ſomething hard however in that 
Excluſion, for as ſhe is not a Conqueſt ot the 
Generality, but is Miſtreſs of her own Reve- 
nue, and contributes in ſome Degree tho* a 
ſmall one to the Expence of the Dion, It 
were but equitable that ſhe ſhould have a 
proportionable Share in all the Honours and 
Advantages of It. 


SECT 


SE r. III. 
OF THE 


STATES GENERAL. 


ANY 1d] HE Reevsric of the uNi-. 
© TED PROVINCES, conſiſts in 

MW a Confederacy of ſeveral States 
or Sovereignties, whoſe diſtinct 
al Liberties and Methods of 
— Government, we have taken 
a particular View of ; and Theſe, like the 
Swiſs Cantons, are united together, on Con- 
dition that each ſhall enjoy her own Laws and 
Priviledges. Thus, as all its Parts are Sove- 
reign, Strangers muſt conſequently regard 
the whole as ſuch ; who have any thing to 
negotiate with the Body of the Union. The 
EE STATEg 
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SrATES GENERAL, properly ſpeaking, are 
the united Body of all the Repreſentatives of 
each Province. In the Infancy of the Common- 
wealth, They were convened by the Council 
of State upon any Emergency, and lepara- 
ted as ſoon as the Buſineſs for which They 
were ſummoned was concluded. Their 
Numbers it ſeems were very large, ſince the 
Aſſembly he'd at Bergen-Op-Zoom, to ratify 
the Truce made with Spa in 1509, con- 
ſiſted of no leſs than eight hundred Members. 
But as ſo large a Number muſt neceſlarily oc- 
caſion many Inconveniencies and a very great 

'Expence, each Province contents Herſeif with 
ſending a few Deputies, who Together, form 
that Body which we call the Szates general. 
An Aſſembly of Plenipotentiaries of the ſeven 
Sovereionties which compoſe the State; 
Whole Power is limited either expreſsly or ta- 
citly by his Inſtruction. not to ſuffer the leaſt 
Wound to be given to the Sovereignty of that 
Province which deputes Them. Theſe are the 
Perſons who repreſent the Majeſty of the 
Government and aſſume the Title of Hicn 
and MicyTY LORDS or High MiGHTINES- 
SES. Beſides the ordinary Deputies, the Em- 
baſſadors of the State to foreign Courts have a 
Right to fit in this Aſſembl, x hoſe Members are 
only accountable for their Actions and Beha- 


viour to the Province that deputes them. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who are una-quainted with the Go- 


{ vernment of the united Provinces, generally 


imagine that the States general are the Sove- 
reigns of the Country; as they conſiſt of De- 


puties from all the Provinces, as They re- 


preſent the Body of the State; receive Em- 
Liſadors ; and appear in General to be in- 
velled with the ſovereign Power. But theſe 
Deputies are only appointed for a few Years, 
and tho They have the Power of debating 


on the moſt important Affairs that regard 


the Dnion, and every thing that may tend to 


| ſecure or promote the Preſervation and Hap- 


pineſs of the State; yet they have not Power 


| to conclude any Point of great Conſequence 


without communicating It to their reſpettive 


| Provinces, and receiving their expreſs Conſent. 


This is undoubtedly the weak Side of the 
Government, which would have been ſtron- 
ger, it the Seven Provinces made but one So- 
vereignty. Reſolutions would be ſooner taken, 


and the Execution of them more vigorous; 


but It would have been dangerous perhaps in 
the Beginning to have diveſted the Provinces 


| of their old Priviledges in Favour of any new 
erected Body. In the Aſſembly of the States 


general, the Provinces preſide weekly in their 
Turn, e with Gelderland, who had 
the Precedency before the nion, when They 


yere all under the Dominion cf the Fing. of 


Spain 
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Spain; and the Reſt follow in the Order we 
have already conſidered Them. He who is 
firſt named in the Deputation of the Province 
preſides, and is from thence called PxesivENT 
of the WEEK : This Gentleman propoſes the 
Subjects that are to be debated, and collects 
the Votes of the Aſſembly ; upon which he 
forms the Concluſion, dictates to the Regiſter, 
and afterwards fgns the Reſolution, If the 
Prefident refuſes to conclude agreeable to the 
Plurality of Voices, in Caſes where the Pla- 
rality takes Place, either becauſe it may be 
contrary to the Senſe of his Province, or his 
own Opinion, He reſigns the Chair to the 
Prefident of the former Week ; and if He like- 


wiſe refaſes, They have Recourſe to the for- 


mer Prefident, and fo backwards till one ſeats 
Himſelf in the Chair, and concludes, 

We have already obſerved, that in the 
Infancy of the Republic, this Aſſembly was 
not perpetual: The Provincial States did 
not ſend their Deputies to the General 4/- 
fembly, unleſs they were convened by the 
Council of tate, on whom the Execution of 
all Reſolut ions taken by the States General 
devolved. But the Authority which this 
Council acquired from hence ; eſpecially, 
during the Time of the EARL of LEI- 
CESTER, or rather the Authority ac- 


quired by the Earl Himſelf, gave Umbrage 
OO ta 
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to the Provincial States, who thereupon re- 
ſolved that the Deputies of the States 
General ſhould continue always aſſembled. 
It ſeems his LoxpsHir, who preſided in 
the Council, would never ſuffer the States 
to be convened, till he had already digeſt- 
ed the Points upon which They were to be 
conſulted, and prepared Things to go juſt 
as He would have them: So they were ra- 
ther called together to ratify what was al- 


ready concluded, than to debate it; and 
from hence ſprung the ill Temper and Jea- 


louſy of the States, who thought their 
Liberties in Danger, whilſt that Logo re- 
ſided amongſt them : And it appears indeed 
by the Vianner in which He was recalled, 
that QukEN ELISABETH was of the ſame 
Opinion. 5 : 2 

I have already ſaid, that the STATzs 
GENERAL can neither make War or Peace, 
without the Conſent of the Provinces ; 
neither can they raiſe Troops, impoſe a 
Tax, enter imo a Foreign Alliance; or 
abrogate an old Law, without the ſame 


| Concurrence. 


The Provincial States have reſerved to 
Themſelves teveral other Things expreſly; 
ſuch as the Liberty of electing a Stadthelder, 
or refuſing Him; the Right of nominating 
to the ſeveral Governments of 7owns and 
; Forts 


rr nl 


Forts that depend on their reſpective 
Provinces; That of keeping the Keys and 
giving the Word by the Magiſtrate; a 
Power over the Troops, in all Things 


that are not purely Military; of con- 


ferring the Colone/'s Commiſſions, and the 
other Subaltern Poſts, in thoſe Regiments 
which are paid by their reſpetive Pro- 
vinces; of placing Garriſons in ſuch Towns 
as they think fit, and changing them 
with the Conſent of the Council of State; 
of taking an Oath of Fidelity from the 


Troops to Themſelves, and the Magiſtrates 


of the ſeveral Zowns in which they en- 
ter; all which are ſtanding Articles, and 


the States General are not permitted even | 


to debate concerning their Revocation. But 
notwithſtanding theſe Reſtriitions, they are 
inveſted with a very great Authority, 
which may be properly diſtinguiſhed under 
theſe three Heads, Firſt, As to Domeſtick 
Affairs, Secondly, with Regard to the 
Towns of the Generality that have been 
conquered ſince the Union of Utrecht. 


And laſtly, in Reference to Embaſſadors 


of Foreign Princes. 8 

As to their Authority in domeſtick Af- 
fairs, we can only ſay, That the Stares 
General are charged with the Execution of 
the Perpetual Alliance, or Union of Vtrec 5 
; 9 ; 
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It is, indeed, their Duty, as I have faid 
above, to conſult on every Thing that re- 
ſpects the Common Good of the Republic, 
either at Home or Abroad : Its Defence in 
Time of War, and Alliances in Tine of 
Peace But the Reſolutions They take on 
any of theſe Heads are not valid, till 
they are ratifed by all the Provinces, 
When that is done, the Reſolution paſſes 
into a Law, and a Placaert or Ordinance 1s 
iſſued by the States General, and ſent to 
the Provincial States, requiring them to 
receive It; but this is done in 7erms that 


imply no Command, or Superiority, or that 


can poſſibly give the leaſt Weaund to the Sores 
reiznty of the particular Provinces. 
Sis WILLIAM TEwPLE, reports a remark- 
able Inſtance. of the Violation of the or- 
dinary Practice, upon his being ſent to 
Holland in 1668, when the States General 
ventured to act againſt the fundamental 
Laws of the Dion, and conclude three 
different Treaties with England, without 
the Cencurrence, or even the Participa- 
tion of the Provincial States. StR Wir- 
Lian TEMPLE remarks at the ſame Time 
indeed, that the Deputies had forfeited 
their Heads, if they 's 
But It ſeems, the Neceſſity of concluding 
thoſe Treaties with Expedition was ſo evident; 
* Tf | and 


ad been diſavowed. 


1 
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and the Advantages that would naturally 
reſult from Them to the Republic ſo con- 
ſiderable; that they ran very little Ha- 
zard; and accordingly their Conduct was 
univerſally - approved by their Principals. 
Thus we fee that as to domeſtick Affairs, 
the SrarES GENERAL are far from acting 
in a Sovereign Manner. However, as They 
are generally made up cf the moſt power- 
ful as well as the wiſeſt Men of the Repyb- 
lic, We cannot doubt, but the Reſoluticns 
taken by them, muſt have a very great In- 
fluence on the ſeveral provincial Aſſemblies. 
- With Reſpect to the Towns that have fallen 
under the Domiration of the Provinces, ſince 
the nion of Utrecht, the States general mult 
be conſidered in another Light ; for they 
are the abſclute Sovereigns of all Lands and 
Places conquered by the Arms of the Jnion; 
as Bots le duc, Breda, Bergen-op- Zoom, Grave, 
Williamftadt, and Maſtricht ; of the Country 2 
on the other Side the MAESE; Hulſt, Sluice, U 
Ardembourgh, and ſeveral other Places in 


Flanders ; which they poſſeſs as the KING of 8 
Spain did, wit heut Prejudice to the Rights of 

particular Lords, to whom the Inheritance is I 
preſerved. (a) MasTzicyT They hold in com- I 


mon with the BisHoe of LIEGE, who cre- 


— . _ — — 


———_—— 
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(a) See Wicqueſort, 
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ates half the Magiſtrates, and the States ge- 
neral the Reſt; but Theſe confer the Go. 
vernment of the Town, in which they al. 
ways maintain a ſtrong Garriſon. For the Re- 
gulation of thoſe Places that depend on the 
Generality in Bralant, and on the other Side 
the Maeſe, the STATES GENERAL have ever 
ſince the Year 1591 eſtabliſhed a Court at 
the HAduk, called the Council of Brabant, 
vhich judges in the laſt Reſort of all Cauſes 
both ctvil and criminal, that come before it 
by Appeal, from any of the 7own Courts of 
theſe Diſtricts; with Exception to Maſtricht, 
whither the States fend every two Years, 
Two of their Body, in Quality of Commi/- 
ſoners Deciders, who in Conjunction with 
Thoſe of the Biſhop or Prince of Liege, judge 
all Diſpures which ariſe between the Inhabi- 
tants of either Country. The Sovereignty of 
all Lands, acquired by the Dutch Eaſt and x 
Weſt India Companies, in AFkKiCA, AMERICA, | 
and the IN DIESE, does likewiſe weft in the = 
States general. 3 | 
With Reſpect to the Power of the States 
general in Relation to Fmbaſſadors; I thall re- 
ſerve what I have to ſay on that Subject to 
the third Part of this Book, a 
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Or: THE 
Council of STATE, 
AND . 


General Chamber of Ac cours. 


E Erection of the Councir 


of STATE was projected by 


dj the STATEs of Holland, Zea- 


ad and Utrecht, in Concert 
— with that great Politician WII- 

| "LIAM the Firſt, PRINCE of O- 
RANGE. The tragical and unexpected Death 
of this PIN CE, contrary to all Expectation 
produced very little Alteration in the Mea- 
lures that had been taken in his Liſe "Rn 
or 
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for the Eſtabliſhment of this Council, which 
the STATEs GENERAL erected in the 
ſame Year 1584, with a very ample Au- 
thority. Affairs of State, both foreign and 
domeſtic; the Army and Revenue, were all 
entruſted to her Care: but the SrArES Them- 
ſeives ſoon grew jealous of this extraordinary 


Power, which They refolved to reduce gra- 


dually ; and accordingly by a new Inſtruction 
in 1651, the Diſpoſition of military Affairs, 
and the Command of the Army, from being 
peculiar to the Council, was in Part trant- 
ferred to the States general; who now give 
Orders for the Safety and Defence of the 
State; the Motion of the Troops and the O— 


perations of the Campagne. But this is not 


done without conſulting the Council however, 
which ſtill retains the Care of raiſing and 
disbanding; cloathing and arming the Sol- 
diers; of Exerciſe: and Reviews ; and in ge- 
neral of all the military Diſcipline and Oeco- 
zmy. She is likewiſe charged with the Care 
of the Fortifications and Magazines of Gelder- 
land and Overyſſel, which make the Frontier 
ot the ſeven Provinces. e 
Bufineſs of State, eſpecially that which is 
foreign, depends now entirely on the States 
general; but the Council ſtill retains the In- 
ſpection of the general Revenue of the nion, 
and gives orders for Payments; on which 
K 3 Account 
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Account the TREASURER GENERAL has his 
Seat at this Board, and a Right to debate but not 
ro vote. (a) The Office of Treaſurer 1s for Life, 
which gives him an Opportunity of acquir- 
ing fo perfect a Knowledge of Affairs, as 

makes Him entirely neceſſary. Tis He wh. 


prepares every Year under the Authority of 


the Council an exact Account of the Funds 
neceſſary tor maintaining the Troops and OV. 
cers in Pay, and all other Expences that re- 
gard the Generality; which is what they call 
Etat de la Guerre. | 5 


The RECEIVER GENERAL attends here 
likewiſe, to inſtruct the Council what Funds 


are in his Hands; which being done, He 
withdraws. The Treaty of Dion obliges 
each Province to levy certain Taxes, to be 
applied to the common Neceſſities of the 
whole Body; but this Article could never be 


executed, and probably never will, becauſe 


the Inland Provinces, who have kttle or no 


Commerce, cannot poſſibly pay an equal 
Qauota with Thoſe where Trade flouriſhes, 
The following Proportion is what each Pro- 


Vince always pays in the Sum of one Hun- 


dred Gilders or Florins. 
— — — — — — — 


(4) The Frengh call This, une Voix excitative. 


Gelderland 
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Gelderland — F. ex 6 
Holland 57:14: 8 
Zealaud- — — 9: 1:10 
Utrecht — — 5115: 5 
Frixeland.— —— — 11: 10: 11 
Overylſel —— 3 10% 6 


Groninghen and the Ommelands - 5: 15: 6 
Country of Drent- — 19: 10 


They do not always confine Themſelves 
however within their ſettled Proportions ; 
but raiſe fuch Sums, and by ſuch Ways and 
Means, as they think proper, of which they 


ſend their Quota to the Receiver General, and 
employ the reſt as they pleaſe. In Time of War, 


when the ordinary Revenues are not ſufficient 


for the neceſſary Expence, the Council de- 


mands the Settlement of mew Funds from the 
States general; and to theſe extraordinary 
Expences the Provinces contribute in the 


following Proportion. s 


K 4 Felder. 
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Celder land F. 5:12:13 | 
| Hollnd —————— —58: 6: 44 
Zealand — 9: 3:8 | 
Utrecht ——————— 6: ; 

PFrizeland — — — I: : 2. 
Overyſſel - = < — 311: 5 
Gronnghey ————- 5:16: 7. 
— —_—_—_————y_ ( 
F. 100 © © | 
| — — — — (C 
And the little Country of Drent fur- a 
niſnes One per Cent over and above. l 
In the Aſſemblies of the States General, f 
and Provincial States, the Suffrages are not r 
taken capiat im but provincialiter; and there- , 4 
fore the Provinces, and the Towns, may b 
ſend what Number of Deputies they pleaſe, I 
becauſe they all virtual) have but one 70 
Voice. But in this Council the Provinces 7: 
are repreſented by ſuch a Number ot De- L 
puties, as bears a tollerable Proportion to n 
the Money which each of Them contri- Ju 
butes for the Support of the Whole, with Ec 
Exception only to Grovinghen. GELDERLAND ac 
has One, HorlLAN D Three, ZEALAND Two, C 
-UrTzecnyr One, FRIZELAND Two, Over» 11 


ySSEL One, and GRONINGHEN Iwo; who 
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with the DeevTits of the NogLEs, and 
Governors of Provinces, are the Perſons 
that compoſe the Council of State. And 
here each Member has a deciſive Voice, 
and preſides in his Turn, without Regard. 
to the Rank of the Provinces. 


For the Regulation of AccomyTs be- 
tween the Provinces, and auditing thoſe 


of particular Receivers; with the Income 


of the Lands which belong to the State 
in General, there is a CH AMBER of Ac- 
coMPTs, compoſed of fourteen Deputies of 
all the Provinces, and two Secretaries, who 
lkewife do the Buſineſs of Auditors, and 
Correctors. This Chamber examines the 
Accompts of the ſeveral Admiralties, who 
receive the Money ariſing from Duties of 
, Importation and Exportation, appropriated 
by the States to the Service of the Navy. 
In the ſame manner, ſhe ſuperintends and 
regulates the Expences of the States Depu- 
ties, who travel and execute Commiſſions 
for the Public; the Salaries and extraordi- 
nary Expences of Embaſſadors, extraord;- 
mary Deputies, and other Miniſters employ- 
ed in 2 Courts; and keeps an ex- 
act Regiſter of all Orders made by the 
Council of State, for whoſe Eaſe, She wag 
indeed chiefly erected. PRE! 


S ECT. 


T 
ADMIRALTY 


OF TA 


UNITED PROVINCES. 


HE ADMIRALTY of the 
ll Z/nited Provinces is divided 
into five different Courts, 
which are thoſe of the Maeſe, 
Amſterdam, North Holland, 
Zealand, and Frizeland. The 
Frrit, which reſides at Rotterdam, conſiſts 
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of twelve Commiſſioners, of whom, ſeven 
are elected by the Province of Holland; and 
the remaining Five, are deputed by Gelder- 
land, Zealand. Prizeland, Utrecht, and Over- 
el. The ſecond Admiralty, which is that 
of Amſterdam, is compoſed of ſix Members 
for Holland, and one for each of the other 
fix Provinces. I am ignorant of the exact 
Number ot Commiſlioners that compoſe 
That of North Holland, which reſides at 
Horn, and Enchuiſea alternatively, remove 
ing every three Months. The Admiralty of 
Zealand, is fixed to the Town of Middle- 
borough, and conſiſts of eleven Commiſ- 
ſioners, four of whom are deputed by 
Holland, a fitth by the Province of Dtrecht, 
and the other ſix Members are of Zealand, 
and ferve at the fame Time as the Council 
of State for that Province. The fifth Ad- 
miralty, Which is that of Frizeland, is eſta- 
bliſhed in the Town of Harlinglen, and 
conſiſts of ten Commiſſioners; four of the 
Province; two for Groninghen and the Om 
melauds; one for Gelderland, and another 
tor Holland. Each of theſe Courts has a 
 Serretary, a Fiſcal or Solicitor General, a 
Receiver, a Commiſſioner General, who ſu- 
perintends the Seifures and Cuſtomhouſe 
Officers; „ and a Comptroller General of 
the Duties of Jmportation and Exporta- 

N lion; 


or Cuſtomhouſe Officers. The Commiſſioners 
of thefe ſeveral Courts are elected by the 
States of their reſpective Provinces, who 
exact an Oath from Them, that They 
have given no BRIEZE to obtain their 


Eleftion. They muſt likewiſe ſwear, to 


execute all political Reſolutions taken by the 
States General, with the Concurrence of 


their reſpective Provinces, and to obſerve. 


the feveral Articles of their InſtruCtions ; 
by which among other Reſtrictions, They 
are incapacitated, to buy the Merchandize, 
that is ſeized by the Caſtombouſe Officers of 


their Dependance, and confiſcated by Sen- 


tence of Admiralty; which ſeems to be 
a very equitable Reſerve, ſince the Ad. 
miralties are inveſted with a particular Ju- 
riſdiction by which they are authorized 
to judge and determine all Diſputes, that 
ariſe from Frauds, committed in the Eu. 
try of Goods ; and if theſe Cauſes are cri- 


minal, They Judge in the Ja, Reſort; but 


in thoſe that are purely Civil, there lies 
an Appeal from their Sentence, to the 
SrATESs GENERAL by Way of Reviſion. 
The Admiralty receives all the Duties of 
Importation and Exportation, which the Pro- 
vinces have appropriated to the Zſe of the 
Navy; and when a War leſſens Trade, and 
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tion; with Numbers of inferior Commis, 
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augments the Expence, the Council f State 
demands an extraordinary Supply from 
the States General for that Service. In 
the ſame Manner, when the Srates are 
reſolved on the Number of Ships which the 
Fleet is to conſiſt of, the Council diſ- 
patches Its Orders to the ſeveral Admi- 
ralties, who accordingly, fit out their re- 
ſpective Quotas agreeable to the eſta- 
bliſhed Proportion. The Admiralty of Am- 
ſterdam furniſhes one Third, and the other 
Four, each a fixth Part of the Fleet. 
The Ships are fitted ont for the Sea, 


'and provided with all warlike and naval 


Stores by the Admiralties, but the Charge 
of Victualling lies on the Captain, for 
which the Provinces allow ſeven Perce per 
Diem, for each private Man; and about 
ten Pence for each Officer; and at the 
End of the Voyage the Admiralty of the 
Province takes off the remaining Provi- 


| fions at the Price they coſt the Captain. 


The High ApmirAar, and in his Ab- 
lence, the Vice or LIEVTENANT Apmi- 
RAL, as he is called in Holland, has his 
deat and preſides in all the Courts of Ad. 
miralty. The principal Officers of the 
Fleet, the Admirals, Vice Admirals, and 
Rear Admirals, are nominated by the 
States General; and even the private 
" = Don Captains 


— 
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Captains are choſen by Them likewiſe, 
upon a double Nomination of the Adm. 
ralties, who have only the Fower to 
diſpoſe of Lzeutenancies and other Sub- 
altern Employmearts. 


SE T. 


Or THE 


KEE: 1610 N 


And METHODS of 


Eceleſiaſtical Government, 
Eftabliſhed in the 


Unirzpy PrRoYINCEs. 


PRallR William TrpLE, in 

== his Remarks on the United 
Provinces, ſays, That poſſi- 
bly RELIGION may do more 
Good in other Countries, but 
1 that It did leaſt Hurt in 
Holland. Siz WILLIAu, indeed, does not 
ſpeak in the Character of a Divine, 
but merely as a Politician, and as ſuch 
I conceive his Remark will amount to 


no 


144 BATAVIA Part I 


no leſs than this, That he thought the Me. 
thods of Eccleſiaſtical Government, eſtabliſhed 
in the united Provinces, were better calculated 
for the ſecular Intereſt and Happine/s of the 
People, than Thole of any other Srate. The 
great Difference between the Chuxch Go. 
'VERNMENT of Holland, and that of other 
Countries, conſiſts in a general Tolleration of 
Sets. At the Union of UTkEcarT, the 
States general declared, as I have obſerved a. 
bove, that the KEFORMED RELIGION, or if you 
pleaſe Carvinism, ſhould be the eſtabliſbed 
and public Religion of the united Provinces, 
providing very expreſsly however, thar no 
Perſon ſhould be moleſted or perſecuted in 
any Degree, on Account of his Religion, if in 
other Reſpects, He behaved as a good Sub- 
| and was obedient to the Laws. But 
this Indulgence for Sectaries has drawn ma- 
ny a bitter Sarcaſm on the Dutch, who have 
often been charged from thence, with having 
no Religion at all. At GENEVA which was 
ſo long the Reſidence of Carvin, Livery 
of CoNnSCIENCE is not permitted, Witneſs 
SexveTuUs Who was there condemned and 
burnt for Hereſy, in a manner that does very 
little Honour either to Carvin or the Ge- 
NEvols his Cotemporaries. (a) The fame 


—— 


(4) See Cots Life of SERVETUS» 
Temper 


Part J. ILLusTRATA, Oc. 145 


Temper prevails in the CANTON of Brarx, 
witneſs their Expulſion of the Anabaptiſts ; 
but in Holland, the Spirit of Perſecution ſeems 
to be extinct, or aſleep at leaſt ; and unleſs it 


were once, inthe Time of Pzixnet Maurice, 


and BaxNEvELDT, when Religion was in- 
deed a Cloak to Party and Intereſt, there can 
be no Inſtance given, of any Perſon's ſuffer- 
ing for his Faith in Matters of Dedrine, or his 
Adherence to certain Exterior Modes of Mor- 
ſbip. I have ſaid enough in the Introductic n 
of this Book to expreſs my own Approbation 
of this general Lenity for Diſſenters. | leave it 


to Divines to ſthew its Conformity to the 


Rules of the Goſpel ; (a) but that it is very 
conſiſtent with ſecular Happineſs, the do- 
meſtic Peace and Tranquility of the anited 
Provinces, is an illuſtrious Proof, which It is 
impoſſible to controvert. Indeed One mult 
be very little acquainted with Mankind, not 
to be convinced of This; for in the Inter- 


courſe and Commerce of the World, the 


Queſtion is not what Religion a Man 1s 
of, but whether he is honeſt; and therefore 


— 
_- 


9 


(a) Voyez Baſnage Cha. 39 de ſa Deſcription hiſtorique 


du Gouvernement des Provinces unies. intitule De hi 


Re igion des Hollandois et Apologie des Etats Generaux ſur 
la Tolerance des Sectes. | | 
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Sir V:lliam Temple had great Reaſon to won- 
der that People ſhould be fo ſtraight laced in 


Matters of Faith, about which Mankind in 


general never were of the fame Mind, and ſo 


eaſy as to moral Virtnes, the Truth and Ex- 
cellency of which nobody conteſts. 
IfI might define the eſtabliſhed Religion of 


the united Provinces, I ſhould call it a mo- 


derate Calviniſm. The Regents of the 
Country muſt be of this Religion, and the 
Churches are devoted to the Exerciſe of It. 
The ARuINITANs are a powerful Sect in Hol- 


land, both for their Number and Quality; 
_ differing from the Calviniſts only upon the 


Doctrines of Grace, and abſolute Predeſtinati- 
on; and It was once a moot Point which Per- 
ſuaſion ſhould predominate ; but the Decrees 
of the Syxop of Doxr, and the Fate of 
BARNEVELDT, put an End to all Competition 
between the two Parties, and ever ſince the 
Death of PRINCE FRFPDERICK HENRY, who 


thought fit for Reaſons of State to countenance 


the Arminians, their Set has continued to 
decline. 

The AxazarpT1sTs make another Diviſion of 
the People, and ſince the Expulſion cf ther 
Brethren out of the CANTON of BEARN, 
They are become very numerous. The Qua- 


KEks have their Aſſemblies in Holland like- 
| wiſe ; and in general, the SociNIANsõ, 


BROWNISTS 


a ® * — 
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BROWNIS TS, and all other Sects that have 
prevailed in CHRISTEN DO, are to be found 
in the united Provinces. The Jews are ex- 
treamly numerous in the Province of Hol- 
land, eſpecially in Amſterdam, where their 
Synagogue is an Ornament to the City; and 
in 1725, They had begun to ere very 
handſome Buildings for the fame Purpoſe, 

both at Rotterdam and the Hague 
There are very great Numbers of Rowan 
CATHOLICKs in the anited Provinces; not- 
withſtanding their Religion as Sir William 
Temple obſerves, is not immediately protected 
by the Laws of the Republic The fame Author 
has aſſigned the Reaſon of This, which is that 
the STATEs believe the Roman Catholick Religion 
muſt make Men bad Subjects, whilſt It reaches 
Them to acknowledge a Foreign Power ſuperior to 
That under which They live: and accordingly 
They have made ſeveral penal Laws to prevent 
the Growth of It. But as each Province has re- 
ſerved to Herſelf the Liberty of regulating 
Religion within her own Juriſdiction, thele 
penal Laws of the States General have never 
been put in Execution. In Holland eſpecially 
neither Prudence nor Policy would permit 
Them to exclude fo large a Body as the Roman 
Cat holicts out of the general Toleration ; and 
accordingly They are very numerous in the 
e great 
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great Towns of that Province, where the Ma- 


giſtrates give Them an equal Protection with 


other Diſſenters. At Amſterdam They have not 
fewer than twenty four Chappels. There are 
great Numbers of the fame Communion in 
Rotterdam, and ſeveral other Cities; but 
They are moſt numerous in the Villages, in- 
ſomuch that a Miller, Smith, or any other 
Mechanic being a Proteſtant, is ſure to be a 
Beggar if He ſettles in the Country; ſor the 
Prieſts never fail to enjoin their whole Com. 
munion to neglect Him. This perhaps may 


ſeem ſtrange to the Engliſh Reader, who con. 


ſiders Holland as a retormed Country, and a 
principal Bu u,] ARK of the proteſtant Reli- 
gion; but I ipeak upon good Grounds, and a- 
mongſt many Froots which I might bring of 
the Truth of what I advance, I chuſe to in- 
| ſtance the Remonſtrauce made to the States ge- 
neral, im 1725, by the Deputies of the general 
Syned, who repreſented the Growth of Popery 
in the moſt pathetic Terms, and affirmed that 
ſince the Year 1650 the Number of Roman 
Catholicks1n the ſeven Provinces, was encreaſed 


THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND, 


of which They had authentic Proofs. This 
is plain Evidence both of their great Numbers, 
and the Aſidaity of the Prieſts in their Pro- 
feſſion; for conſidering how many of both 
Sexes the Monaſleries and Nunneries take 0 

| WO 


# 
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who engage in Vows of Celelacy and Virgini- 
ty ; and that great Numbers actually leave the 
united Provinces yearly upon theſe Accounts, to 


ſettle in the religious Houſes of the adjacent 


Countries, It will be different to account for 
ſo large an Augmentation without the Help 
of new Converſions. As neceſſary however 
as it may ſeem to reſtrain the Growth of 
Popery, It would be difficult if not im- 
poſſible ro effect it without ſome De- 
gree of Perſecution; and therefore the 
SraTEs will act in it with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion. But were They leſs delicate, In vain are 
penal Laws whilſt the City and Village Schouts 
remain the Overſeers and Proſecutors of cri- 
minal Affairs; for Theſe will ever diſpence 
with the Practices of the Prieſts tor a Sum of 
Money, which They are always in a Conditi- 


on to furniſh upon ſuch an Occaſion. 


The Cnuxch of the uited Provinces, is 
governed by a Presbitery, where every ec- 
cleſiaſtical Member is equal to another. The 
Buſineſs of particular Congregations is regu- 
lated in their reſpective Conſiſtories, compoſed 
of the Miniſters Elders and Deacons of the 
Congregation. But the more oh ah Af. 
fairs of the Church; all that regards the State 
of Religion in general; Cenſures and Degrada- 
tions; is managed in Synods, which are both 


provincial and general. Theſe aſſemble twice 


„ 
*. =y 
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a Year, and notify to the States the Time of 
their Meeting, upon which they depute a 
Member of their own Body to the Synod, with 
the Title of Comurssarrus PorrrIcus, who 
is always a Perſon conſpicuous for his Learning 
and Abilities. He harrangues the Synod, con- 
ratulating Them upon their meeting with 
the Marks of Harmony and Znaximity, and 
preſides in the Aſſembly as a ſort of Modera- 
or. The Preſence of one ſo qualified in Be- 
half of the Sovereign, has a wonderful good 
Effect on a Body of Men, who might other- 
wiſe be apt enough to ſhake Hands with the 
Reſpect They owe their Superiors, and ex- 
tend their Care to Matters entirely out of 
their Sphere This the States appear to be 
extreamly ſenſible of, and provide according. 
ly. Every three Years the general Syvod 
ſends a Deputation to the States general, to 
repreſent the State of Religion in the united 
Provinces, and deſire the Reform of ſuch A- 
buſes, as their own Authority does not ex- 
tend to: After which the ſame Deputation 
oes on to the UNIVERSITY of eulen 
where They demand to ſee the authentic 
Pieces of the Bible, that are in the keeping of 
that Academy. 
Each City pays her own Miniſters out of 
the public Revenues; for the States, when 
they aſſumed the Clyrch and Abbey Lands, 
* 25 ſettled 


- — 
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ſettled no Funds for the Maintainance of the 
Clergy, whoſe Salaries are now very much 
upon an Equality, and are generally abour 
| One Hundred and fifty, and from thence to 
One Hundred and E ighty Pounds Sterling per 
Anum. . 

cannot end this Section more properly 
nor give better Evidence to ſome * [ 
have advanced, than by inſerting the Anſwer 
of the STATEs GENERAL, as entered in their 
Regiſters, to a Memorial preſented to Them 
in 1725, from the Reevsric of VENICE, 
on Occaſion of a Diſpute that aroſe between 
the IEsurrs and JansENIsTs concerning the 
Election of a #itular Arch-Bifhop of Utrecht. 
Happy, if I may do no Injuſtice by my 
Tranſlation, to the elegant Pen of MoNsiEUR 
Facer. (a) 9 


The Matter being taken into Conſide« 
ration, it is refolved _ 

* To acquaint the moſt Serene REpus- 
IIc of VENics, that their HIH Micne 
F TINEsSES will always have the higheſt 
$ Eſteem for Her; that Her Interceſſion is 


—_—.. 
r 
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(a) This Gentleman is a: preſent Grexx:er or Regiſter 
to the STrarEs GENERAL Whole great Abilities 27e too 
well known to want any Encomium here, . | 
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of ſo great a Force with their Hion 
MiGnTiNEsSEs, that they would with 
Pleaſure give her a Proof of It on this 
Occaſion, but that they cannot do it with- 
out derogating from the fundamental and in- 
violable Maxims of their Republic. Which 
are, that in Matters of Religion and eccle- 
fraſtical Diſcipline, Men ought only to be 
governed by their Perſwaſion, without any 
the leaſt Conſtraint, or Violence: That 
every One is free to believe in Point of 
Religion, That which ke judges moſt” proper 
to obtain the Salvation of bis Soul, of which 
he will be obliged to render an Account to 


That their HiH MicnTiNEssEs judging 
the RELIGION which They profeſs, to be 
the beſt, and the moſt conformable to the 
WILL of Gop, of any that has been reveal- 
ed to ManxinDd, They could wiſh that all 
their Subjects would conform to It; but 
that according to their fundamental Maxims 
They do not pretend to force any One 
on this Account; but on the contrary, 
They will leave to all Men the Liberty 
of profeſſing that Religion which they 
© believe in their Conſciences to be the 
beſt, provided at the ſame Time, They 
* behave Themſelves as good and faithful 
4 Subjects, and do not undertake any Thing, 
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Lay 


either 


God, according to the Lights He has received. 
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either by Word or Action, that may 


wound the AuTHORITY of the GoverN- 


MENT; be a Prejudice to Civir, SoctE- 
TY, good MANN ERS, the public PEAcE, 
or PRIVATE PROPERTY- | 

* That in conformity to this Way of 
Thinking, their HIGH MidHTINESsEsS 
have and do ſtill tollerate even the 
ROMAN CaTHoOLIicks, as well as other 
Sectaries in their Dominions, without 
concerning Themſelves with their Particu- 
lar Opinions, in Relation to the different 
Degrees of Authority, which either one 
Side or the Other attribute to him, 
whom they equally own their Teacher, 
ſo long as the public Peace is not hurt. 
And that thus their HHH MidHrI- 
NESSES not having hitherto taken Cog- 
niſance of what may have paſſed with 
reſpect to the Election and Conſecration of 
a pretended AxcH- Bishop of UTRECHT, 
who They are informed is ſince Dead, 
They do not pretend to judge whether the 
Thing paſſed according to Order or not. 


That the Opinions or their Roman Ca- 


tholick Subjeffs being divided upon this 
Point, their HiH MiGgnTiNEssEs cannot 
make uſe of their own Power, nor permit 
the interpoſition of any foreign Authori- 
ty, to oblige either Side to abandon 
© their 
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their Sentiments, or perſwade any Perſon 
* to ſubmit Himſelf with a blind Obedience 
© to Him whom They call the SovEREIOGN 
* PasToR 3; but are on the Contrary 
* obliged zo ſupport equally both the one Party, 
and the Other, againſt all Oppreſſion and Per- 
© ſecution. 

That the moſt ſerene Doc of the Reevs- 
* ric of VENICE, will pleaſe to conſider, in 
© his great Wiſdom, that their HiH Mich- 
© TINESSES can never permit the Court 
© of Rome to exerciſe an abſolute Power in 
their Dominzons, which would even go far- 
«© ther than is praCtiſed in ſeveral Kingdoms 
© and Countries Where the Roman Catholick 
Religion is eſtabliſhed by Law; and extend 
* to deprive the ancient SECULAR CLERGY 
of thoſe Rights, and Priviledges which 
© they have enjoyed Time out of Mind, 
in Favour of foreign Miſſonaries. Which, 
* when the MosT SExENE REyvuBLic, in 
* Her great Equity, ſhall have conſidered, 
© their Hi MicnTiNessEs hope, that 
* She will employ her good Offices to obvi. 
ate all violent Proceedings, and terminate 
$ the preſent Diſputes by Methods of Le- 
F #ity and Moderation. That ſuch a Media- 
tion being conformable to Juſtice and Pru- 
© dence, will be very agreeable to their 
Hex MighTiNEs5Es ; Who on their or, 
| | V 
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vill preſerve the high Eſteem and continue 
to entertain the good and ſincere Friend - 
* ſhip They have always had for the moſt 
© ſerene RepusLIc, than which, They will 
* have Nothing more at Heart. 
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Princes of nn c 
And of the Office of Stadrholder f 
both in bis Civil and Military Capacity. F 
fee: oe Need not inform the Reader 2 
8 $5 that the Family of Nass Au is * 
EL 1 amongſt the moſt ant ient of 5 
Xl = the Eupixz, and one of the Wl 1 
ESP moſt illuſtrious in EvroPr: T 
The Houſe of Ox AN GE, which 4 


became extinct in our late King WILLIAM, 5 
Was 
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was the eldeſt Branch of It; fertile in a Race 
of Princes, who not at all indebted to the 
Grandeur of their Deſcent, have always refleCt- 
ed greater Luſtre on their Family, than They 
derived from it. No Character has employed 
more Pens than That of WILLIAM I. PRINCE 
of ORANGE, but amangſt all Thoſe who 
have written any thing concerning this 
Prince, I have not met with one that ſeems 
to treat Him with Fairneſs and Impartiality 


except Huco GRorius. They all allow the 


Greatneſs -of his Capacity, and admit that 
ſuch and ſuch Things weredone by Him ; but 


hen they attempt to ſhow us the true Springs 


and Motives of his Actions, or to aſcertain 
the Ends to which they were directed, their 
Opinions are as various as their Countries. 
The Spaniards, who ſuffered by him, all con- 
cur to make Him the baſeſt and moſt ungrate- 
ful Perſon that ever lived. The French Hiſto- 


. rians are divided. Monſtieur Du Maurier, who 


was almoſt the only political Writer of the 
Reign of LEwis XIV, whoſe Works retain 


any Spark of the antient Gallick Liberty, 


is not content to make Him the greateſt 


| Man of the Age he lived in, but equals 


Him with the moſt celebrated Heroes 'of 
Antiquity ; even with ALEXANDER and Jy- 
Livs Cxsar, tho He was neither ſucceſſ- 
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fs, in War, nor Eloguent in the Senate. 
By - 

But if Monſieur Du Maurier be too laviſh 
of his Praiſe, He is much more excuſable 
than Monſieur Le Noble, Attorney General 
fo the Parliament of Metz, who laying 
aſide all Reſpect, treats Him every where 
as a mere Incendiary, or Arch-Rebel, 
without making any Diſtinction between 
Rebellion fomented and cheriſhed thro' 
mere Ambition, and a neceſſary Reſiſtance 
for the Defence of the natural Liberty and 
Right of the Subject. | 

NATURE, ſays Le Noble, Had mad: 
Him extreamly proper for the Undertakings 
to which Fortune had deſigned Him. He 
was deſcended from a noble Family ix Ger- 


many, and extreamly rich. His Difſpoji- t 
— ; I 3 | 122 | u 
in was Supple and hypocritical, popu- s 
a 

(a) Il ne faut pas tant S' etonner des Conquetes d' A- m 
XEXANDER et de CsAR. Le Premier etoit maitre de toute le. 
Ja Grece, et d' une Armee aguerrie: et P Autre comman- da 
doit ſoverainement la moitie des Legions Romaine ** 
qui dominoient tout le monde. Avec ces Forces leurs pre- qu 
mieres Victoires aiantete I Inſtrument des Suivantes, ! 28 
un detruiſoit Þ Empire des Perſes et T Autre la Repubi- ai 
que Romaine. Mais la Vertu de ce Prince Guillaume n'eft av. 
pas moindre que Celle de ces grands Conquerans, en Ce ſes 
que ſans aucunes Forces Il a eu le Courage d' attaquer 1: ſei 
iſſance redoutable du Roi d' Eſpagne Y:1;ppes II, &c. las 
Voyez, Memoires pour ſervir a I Hiſtoize d' Hollande pat vo 


Monſieur du Maurier. P. 12. 
| lat 
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lar and infinuating; he was cunning and elo- 
quent ; bold in Council and prompt in Execu- 
tion; moſt fertile in Expedients when his Affairs 
were in the greateſt Diſorder ; Conſtant and 
vigilant in his bad Fortune; hot and preſump- 
tuous in his Good: He hoped all Things and 
| feared Nothing: But with Reſpect to military 
Virtues, tis certain He never did a ſingle 
Action that can rank Him among ſt the Number 
of great Generals. He was a Slave to his Am- 
bition, and had no other Religion than his In- 

tereſt: He was born a Lutheran i» Germany; 
feigned Himſelf a Roman Catholick 7 Flan- 
ders, that he might inherit his Mother's Eſtate, 
and at laſt died a Calviniſt. (a) 


8 


(a) La nature L' avoit fait tres propre pour les En- 
treprizes auſquelles la Fortune le deftinoit, II avoic 
une Naiſſance conſiderable entre la Nobleſſe Allemande, 
& de tres grands Biens. C'etoĩt un Eſprit ſouple & 
diſſimule, populaire & inſinuant, fin & Eloquent; hardi 
dans le Conſeil, promt dans Execution, trouvant aiſe- 
ment des expedients & des Reſources dans les Affairs 
les plus des eſperees. II etoit vigilant & conſtant 
dans la manvaiſe Fortune; chaud & preſumptueux 
dans la bonne; eſperoit Tout, ne craignoit Rien, Mais 
quant au vertues militaires, Il n'a jamais fait une ſeule 
action qui puiſſe le mettre au Rang des Grands Capi- 
aines. Il etoit devore d'une Ambition demeſuree & n' 
Aavoit d' autre Religion que Celle qui & accommodoit a 
ſes Interets. Il etoit ne Lutherien en Allmagne; II 
feignit d'erre Catholique en Flandre pour y fecuellir 
la Succeſſion de ſa mere & mourut enfin dans le Calviniſme. 
Voyez Hiftoire d' Hollande par Monſieur Je Noble. Tom. 1, 
Pag. 28. Paris Edition. | | 

Le 
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Le Noble, dedicated his Book to LRW- 
Is XIV, and it would have diſobliged his 
Patron to have ſpoken well of the Great 
 Grand-Father of WitLiam III. 

M. DE WIr, who wrote his Memozres with 
a View to perſuade his Countrymen that tle 
Intereſt of the Princes of Orange was incom- 
patible with that of the nited Provinces, yet 
could not help giving William I a very great 
Character; but the unhappy Prejudice he 
had contracted for the Family, induced him 
to accompany It with certain Inſinuations, 
which tho' introduced with abundance -of 
Art, reflect much greater Reproach upon their 
Author, than on the Prince They were de- 
ſigned to calumniate. (a) 


(a) Il fe trouve des Gens qui pretendent me con- 
tredire, & ſouteair que malgre les Services de ces trois 
Princes, GuiLLauMsE I. etoit enlin aux femmes et au vin, 
a la maniere des allemands; qu II avoit diminue ſon Bien 
conſidera blement par des Feſtins, et par Þ Entretien d' 
une Cour magnifique; Ce que Lui avoir attire un grand 
Nombre de Fartiſans; que Setant trouve preſſe par I 
Ambition at la Pauvrete II avoit meſuſe de toutes ſes 
bonnes Qualites naturelies ; tachant de ſe rendre ie maitre 
des Pais · bas au Prejudice de ſon Souverain le Roi d' Eſ- 
pagne, dont Il etoit oblige de ſoutenir les Droits, comme 
Jui aiant prete ferment de Fidelite en Qualite de Stathou- 
der, ou de ſe demetre deſon Employ, et que pour parvenir 
a ſon But II avoit ete' oblige neceſſsirement d' exciter et 
d' augmenter les Troubles dans les Pais bas 7 

Voyez le Preface aux Memoires de jean De wit p. xxx. Xx. 


— 
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Upon the whole, it is evident enough, 
both from the Writings of Friends and 
Enemies, that he was a Perſon of a moſt 
ſhining and elevated Genius; indefatigable 
in the ſearch of Knowledge, with a Memo- 
ry ſo faithful as to retain every Thing He 
had once acquired;  extreamly polite ; mo- 
deſt ; eaſy of Acceſs; averſe to many Words, 
but of ſo ſweet a Converſation as to cap- 
tivate the Hearts of all that approached 
Him; a great Maſter both of his Thoughts 
and Paſſions; never looſing Sight of that 
which He had once reſolved, but purſuing 
it with a Conſtancy that was Proof a- 
gainſt the moſt adverſe Fortune. As to his 
Ambition, there is very good Reaſon to be- 
leve, It would have been confined to the Re- 


gency of the Low Countries; and had Pairip II, 


thought fit to have left him in that Go- 
vernment, inſtead of the Dutcheſs of Parma, 
the Republic of the United Provinces had 
never been formed. But the Adminiſtra- 
tion of WILLIAM I. could not quadrate with 
the Scheme of Government laid down by 
that ambitious and over-politic Prince. The 
Ecclefaſtical Tribunal, and the ſanguinary E- 
dits againſt thoſe that ſeparated from the 
Church of Rome, muſt have been ſuppreſ- 
ſd; the foreign Troops recalled, and the 
People muſt have preſerved their Priviledges, 
e . 
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for he would never have lent his Hand to 
have made ſlaves of Subjects. | 
But Nothing can ſet this Princes Cha- 
racter in ſo true a Light, as the Marks of 
Eſteem, Confidence and Love, with which 
CHARLES V. thought fit to diſtinguiſh Him. 
That great Emperor, who knew Mankind 
perfectly well, did not only prefer his Opi- 
nion in political Affairs before any other, 
ut made him Gereraliſimo of his Forces at 
10 early an Age as two and Twenty ; and 
Du Maurier tells us, the Prince executed 
that Charge ſo well, that He built Char- 
lemont and Philippeville, in the Face of the 
French Army, commanded by the Duke De 
Nevers, and the Admiral De Chatillon, both 
famous for their Conduct and Bravery. (a) 
Which ſeems to prove that the Princes Ge- 
nius was equally proper both for the Field 
and the Cabinet; and that the Event of a 
Campagne depends more on the Goodneſs 
ot the Sauldiery than the Skill of the Lea- 
der: ſince He, who at two and Twenty 
was ſucceſsful againſt the moſt experienced 
Generals, when at the Head of the Spariſh 
Forces, was atterwards defeated, almoſt up- 
on every Occaſion, by the ſame Troops, 


(a) Memoires, Du Manrier: Page 6. 


when 
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when obliged to oppoſe them with wem Le- 
vies, tho his own Knowledge in War was 
certainly improved. 

We have already faid. that the Prince of 
Orange was ſent to France in 1559, as 
Hoſtage for the execution of the Peace of 
Cambray,/ Where the Conformity of Genius 
ſogn eſtabliſhed a perfect Friendſhip between 
lim, and the great Admiral CoLLIGNI, 
which I cannot help thinking the moſt ſor- 
unate Incident of his Life. Monſieur du Maurier 
compares. Them together, with a great deal 
of Juſtice, and inſtances ſeveral Circum- 


' ſtances of their Fortune, which bear the 


exacteſt Reſemblance one to another. (a) 


* 


2 * * 


(a) Ils avoient tous Deux beaucoup de Conduite, de Sa- 
geſſe, & de Moderation. Ils demeloient tous deux les Af- 
fairs les plus difficiles & les plus embrouilles. Ils ecoutoient 
un & Pautre plus qu' Ils ne parloient, Ils etoient per- 
perſuaſifs & remplis de bons Conſeils. Ils avoient tous 
deux le Cœur, l' Eſtime & la Veneration meme de Ceux de 
leur Parti. Leur Courage etoit plus haut que leurs Adver- 
fites; leur Con ſtance etoit admirable a les ſupporter; IIs 
ont ere ſouvent battus; & toujours ont trouve des Reſſour- 
ces glorieuſes dans leurs malheurs. Ils ont tous deux eu en 
tete les deux pius puiſſans Rois de la Chretiente. Ils ſe ſont 
ſervis tous deux, pour fe maintenir des ſecours d' Alle- 
magne & d' Angleterre, Ils ont ete de mems Tems, & ont 
paſſe tous deux cinquante Ans. Ils ont ſogtenu tous deux 
la meme Religion: & L'ont etablie L'un en France, & 
I Autre au Pais bas. Ils ont ete tous deux proſcrits: & leurs 
Teres miſes a Prix, &c. Memoires du Maurier, Page 170, 
& les Suivantes, | 
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But Le Noble Endeavours with a great deal 
of Malice ro ſully the Friendſhip of theſe 
great Men. (a) The Admiral Colligni, ſays 
He, That Bulwark of Hereſy, who had 
formed the prcdigious Deſign of changing a 
the French Monarchy into a Republic, or at 
leaſt of eſtabliſhing an Ariſtocracy in the 
very Heart of the Kingdom ; this great Cap. 
tain, Who loſt four Battles againſt his 
King, without being reduced, and who 
could not be deſtroyed but by being 
included in a general Ruin ; this conſum- 
mate Politician finding the Prince of Orange 
a fir Perſon to be the ſame Thing in 
Flanders that he was in France; that is to ſay, 
The Fire-Brand of his Country, had very 
little Trouble to infuſe all his Poiſons into 
Him, and inſpire Him with a Reſolution 
to foment thoſe Niviſions and Diſorders, 
* which #7ereſy had already ſown in the Low 
© Countries - 5 
The Reader will eaſily diſtinguiſh the 
Cha from the Grain. When the Prince of 
Orange and Admiral Colligni had diſcovered 
that the the Kings of France and Spain, con- 
ſulted on proper Methods to exterminate 


— 


* 
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(a Biſtcire de Hollande. par le Noble. Tom, 1. Page 29. 
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the Proteſtants, (a) It was very natural for 
Them to unite their Councils for the Pre- 


ſervation of themſelves, and their Adher- 
ents. Colligni was always a Calviniſt, and 
the Prince of Orange was born a Lutheran, 
and educated in that Profeſſion, till he was 
twelve Years old, v. hen his Father ſent 
him to the Court of Charles V. with a 
View to facilitate his Succeſſion to the 
poſſeſſions of the Houſe of Chalons, to which 
He had been left ſole Heir. Ir is not to be 
doubted therefore, that the Principles of 
his early Education were {till warm upon 
his Heart, or rather, that he was ſtill a 
Proteſtant ; but we muſt. not conclude from 
thence, that he would have kindled a Rebel- 
lion in the Netherlands, merely to have intro- 
ducd a Change in Religion : Neither indeed, 
was the War undertaken for the ſake of 
Religion, ſo much as in Defence of the com- 
mon Rights and Liberty of the Subject. (3) 
I do not undertake to write the Hiſtory 
of William I, which is compriſed in the 
Annals of Grotins, and in the Writings of 
ſeveral others, tho' not with the ſame Juſtice 
and Impartiality. Du Maurier has given 
us an Epitome of his Lite that contains 


— ů — * _— 


(b) Page 21, 


— 


* 


(a) See Page 13. 
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ſeveral curious Particularities ; but as the 
' generality of Perſons underſtand - French, 
It will not become me to recapitulate 
what may be found to better Advantage 
in his Memoires. I cannot finiſh my Ac. 
count of this Prince however, without giving 
the Reader an Extract of the Charge and 
Proſcription publiſhed againſt Him by Pbi. 
lip II. and his Anſwer. In this Writing the 
King reproaches Him with the Favours He 
had received from his Father CHARLES V, 
particularly, that under his Patronage, He 
had ſucceeded to Rene de Naſſau, & de Cha- 
lon, Prince of Orange. That the King him- 
felt had made him Governor of Holland, 
Zealand, Utrecht, and Burgundy, Knight of 
the Golden Fleece, and Privy Councellor. 
That being a Stranger, He had loaded him 
with Benefits and Honours, which he re- 
paid with Ingratitude. That he had inſti- 
gated the Nobility to petition againſt the 
Eſtabliſhment of rhe Iuguiſition. That He 
had introduced Hereſy into the Low Coun- 
7rtes, and invaded the Roman Catholick Reli- 
gion by breaking the Images and demoliſh- 
ing the Altars. That He had made War 
againſt his Leige Lord. That He had oppoſ- 
ed all Accomocations, even the Pacification 
F Ghent, and that He had broke the perpe- 
—A \ „ 

| Laſtly, 
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Laſtly He declares Him angrateful, a Rebel, 
a Diſtarber of the public Peace, a Heretict and 
a Hypocrite - that He looked upon Him as a 
Cain, a Judas; as one whoſe Conſcience was 
feared ; as a wicked, perjured and an impious 
Wretch who had Children by a Nun, whom 
He had inveigled from her C/oy/ter to marry 
Him ; as the Author of the Troubles in the 
Low Countries; as the Plague of Chriſtendom, 
and the Enemy of Human Kind. That for 
theſe Reaſons He outlawed Him ; giving his 
Eſtate, his Body, and his Life to thoſe who 
could take them. That in order to deliver 
the World from his Tyranny, He promiſed on 
the Word of a KING, and as a Servant of 
 Gop, twenty five thouſand Crowns to any one 
that could take Him either alive or dead, 
with Inpunity for whatever Crimes He might 
have committed before, and to ennoble Him 
in Caſe He was not already a Gentleman. And 
further He declares all the Prince's Adberents 
to have forfeired their Nobility, Honours and 
Eſtates, if in a Month after the Publication 
of this Proſcription they did not ſeparate them- 
ſelves from Him, and return to their O- 
bedience. 

In Anſwer to this cruel Proſeription which 
eame out in June 1580, the Prince publiſhed 
a long Apology in December following, wrote 
with a great deal of Spirit and Eloquence. 

1 7 In 


168 BATAVIA Part I. 


In this Piece, after having ſubmitted the 
Examination of his Life and Actions to the 
States General, He declares, that He found 
Himſelf obliged againſt his natural Inclina- 
tion and Cuſtom, to diſcover ſeveral Enor- 


mities which He had much rather have con- 
cealed; and that if He had not found Him- 
felt loaded with Calumnies and Injuries, He 


would have contented Himſelf, ſimply to 
have anſwered. the Proſcription, and have 
proved It unjuſt, That his Enemy who drew 
it, and the Prince of Parma who publiſhed 
it, not having been able to make an End of 
Him either by the Sword or Poiſon; were 


now endeavouring to deſtroy his Reputation 


by their malicious Scandal. 


With Reſpect to the Benefits with which 
He was reproached, He acknowledges to 


have received a great Deal of Honour from 
the Emperor Charles V, * whoſe Elbow He 
had conſtantly been for nine Years together ; 
but that He found Himſelf obliged to fay in 
Juſtification of his own Innocence, He never 


had received any Benefit from that Prince, 


but on the contrary had ſuitered very great 
Loſles in his Service —— 

That He could not deprive him of the 
Succeſſion of Rene de Naſſau et de Chalon, 
Prince of Orange, whoſe Couſin German and 
dale Heir he was, without a manifeſt Inju- 


ſtice ; 
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ſtice; and that therefore this was no Favour, 


unleſs It may be termed I iberality to torbear 


taking away that which belongs to an- 
other. | CS 


That far from having conferred any Be- 
neſts upon Him, the Emperor on the con- 


trary, for the Good of his Affairs, being 
preſſed on one Side by the Proteſtant Princes 


of Germany, and by the Xing of France on the 


- other, had, in Prejudice to Him, given away 


by the Treaty of Paſſau, the Earldom of Cat- 


zenellebogen to the Landgrave of Heſſe, tho 
It had been adjudged to Him by the Vnperial 
Chamber of Spire, with above tuo Millions of 
Rents in Arrear : And that the ſame Emperor 
had not performed his Promiſe of putting 
his Couſin German, Rene de Naſſau, in Poſſeſſion 
of the third Part of the Dutchy of Juliers, 
which belonged to Him in Right of their 
Grandmother, Margaret Counteſs de la Mark, 
tho' his [mperial Majeſty was indebted for 

his Succeſs, to the Valour of that Prince. 
That PILIr II, had deprived him of the 
Lordſhip of Chatelbelin, when 1t was above 
| three hundred and fifty thouſand Livres in Ar- 
rears to Him ; having moſt unjuſtly remit- 
ted the Deciſion of the Cauſe to his own 
Council, at the very Time when it was 
upon the Point of being determined by 
tne Parliament cf Males, upon which 
2b He 
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He leaves the World to judge whether the 
King or He ought to be taxed with In. 
gratitude. E 42 

That He had expended above ſfve hundred 
Thowſand Crowns in his Embaſſy to the Empe- 
ror Ferdinand, and when He was Hoſtage in 
France for the Execution of the Peace of 
Cambray; both of which Employments He 
had engaged in againſt his own Inclination ; 
and that during the Campagye in which he com- 
manded the whole Imperial Army, and had 
built Charlemont and Philippeville in the Face 
of the ' French Generals, He had never re- 
ceived more than three hundred Livres per 
Month, which was not enough to pay thoſe 


that were employed to ſpread his Tents. 


That it had been cuſtomary with his 
| Predeceſſors, to ſpend large Sums, and ex- 
poſe their Lives very freely for the Service 
of the Houſe of ” Auſtria. That his Great 
Grand-Father Exgillert Il Count of Naſſau, 
being Governor of the Low Countries for the 
Emperor Maximilian l, had ſecured thoſe Pro- 
vinces to Him by the Gain of a Battle. 
That his Uncle Count Henry of Nuſſau, 
had perſuaded the Elefors of the Empire, to 
prefer the Grandſon of Maximilian, CHarrEs' 
of AusrRIA, to Francis I, King of France, 
and had put the Imperial Crown upon his 
—_— ba 
That 
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That Philibert de Chalon, Prince of Orange, 
had conquered Lombardy, with the Kingdom 
of Naples for the Emperor; and by taking 
Nome and Pope Clement VII his Enemy, He 
had crowned Him with Glory and Gran- 
deur. 

That the 


Nephew of this Philibert, Rene 


de Naſſan, et de Chalon, his Couſin German, 


expired at the Emperors Feet, then at St. 
Difer, after having repaired the Loſs of a 
Battle by the Conqueſt of Gelderland: And 
that upon the whole, if thoſe of the Zouſe 


 @f Naſſau had never appeared in the World, 


or, it the Princes of Orange had not perform- 


ed ſo many conſiderable Exploits, His Ma- 


jeſty would not have carried ſo many diffe- 
rent 7itles at the Head of that infamous 
Proſcription which declares Him a Traytor, 
and loads Him with the Imputation of Crimes, 
to which thoſe of his Family have always 


been Strangers. = 


That in Requital of ſuch ſignal Services, 
and ſo great an Expence, there was not one 
ſingle Inſtance to be given of Gratitude in 
the Auſtria Family towards the Princes of 
Orange. I. | 
That the Xings of Hungary gave his Prede- 
ceſſors ſeveral Peices of Cannon for indelible 
Proofs of their Valour in defending them a- 
gainſt the Tffdels, which had been W off 
| | from 
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from his Caſtle of Breda, when the Duke of 

Alva tyranniſed over the Lom Countries. | 

I oo his Majeſty's Reproach of having made 
him Governor of Holland, Zealand, Utrecht 
and Burgundy; Knight of the Golden Fleece, 
and Privy Councellor ; He replies, that if 
He owes any Obligation on theſe Accounts, 
Ic muſt be to the Emperor Charles V, who 
had ordered it thus, in Conſideration of his 
Services, before his Departure for Spain. That 
the KING Himſelf had forfeited the Order, b 
the Violation of its Statutes, which provide 
that the Xnights ſhall only be tryed by their 
Companions ; whereas his Majeſty had execu- 
ted the EARLS of EcmonT and Horn, BER- 
_ 6ves and MoxTi6N1, upon a Verdict given 
againſt Them, by a Set of contemptible 
Wretches, contrary to the Oath he had taken 
as Anight of the golden Fleece. That as to 
the Government of Burgundy, It was his by 
hereditary Right, the Princes of CHALON 
having always enjoyed it without Competiti- 
on or Interruption : And for his Poſt of Privy 
Counſellor, He ſtood indebted for that to the 
Intrigues and Policy of Cardinal Granvelle, 
who hoped by that Means to ſcreen Himſelf 
and his ill Adminiſtration, under the Princes 
Name and Authority, in whom the People 
placed an extream Confidence. 


To 
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To the Aings Charge of his having drawn 
a Nun from her Cloyſter and married Her; 
The Prince replies, that this is a popular Ob- 
jection thrown our on purpoſe to render Him 
odious to the People: That he who takes 

upon him to accuſe another, ought to be in- 
nocent of all Blame; but that it was an In- 
prudence in the King who was himſelf co- 
vered with Crimes, to reproach him with 
a Marriage ſolemnized according to the Laws 
of. Gov. That when he eſpouſed the IN- 
FANTA of PoxTUGAL, he was at the ſame 
time married to Donna 1ſabella Oſorio, by 
whom he had three Children: that he had 
murdered his own Sox for having ſpoken in 
Favour of the Netherlands; and poiſoned his 
third Wife Madam IsaztLLAa, Daughter of 
Henxy III, King of France; in whoſe 
Life-time he had publickly kept Donna Eu- 
fratia, whom he forced the Prince of Aſcoli to 
marry when ſhe was with Child by himſelf, 
that his natural Child might inherit that 
Lord's Eftate, who died for Grief of this 
Treatment, unleſs it/ were, ſays the Prince, 
that he had taken down a Morſel eaſier to 
ſwallow than digeſt. 

That ſince this Time Philip Il, had not 
been aſhamed to commit Inceſt publickly, by 
marrying his Neice, Daughter to his own 
Siſter by the Emperor Maximilian. And if his 

Fl _ Majeſiy 
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Majeſty pleads a Diſpenfation ſor this; It muſt 


be then from the God of the Earth, replies the 
Prince, for certainly the God of Heaven would 


never have permitted it. 5 
That it was as ſtrange as inſupportable 
that one blackned with Adulteries, Poiſonings, 


Inceſts and Parricides, ſhould object his Mar- 


riage to him as a Crime, which had been 
approved by his Father in Law Monſieur de 
Mont penſier, a more perfect Catholick in Re- 
ality than the Spaniards were in Grimace. 
That tho' his Princeſs had entered into Vows 
in her Nonage, which in the Opinion of the 
greateſt Men was contrary to the Cannons and 
Rites of the Church, and tho' there had been 
no Proteſts on that Occafion, yet he was not 
ſo ill a Divine as to be ignorant that all hu- 
man Compacts, framed and entered into 
merely on a Principle of ſelt-Intereſt, are in 
Themſelves void and null in the Sight of 
God. | 5 

To the Xine's Objection that he was a 
Stranger, the Prince anſwers, that his An- 
ceſtors have for ſeveral Ages been in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of different Earldoms and Baronies i 


Luxemburgh, Brabant, Holland and Fland Fs: - 


and that thoſe are always conſidered as 
Natives of a Country, who have Eſtates 
in it. : - 


That 
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That his Majeſty then was a Stranger 
rather than Himſelf, being born in Spain, 
a Kingdom always at Enmity with the 
Netherlands; whereas the Prince was of 
Germany a Country in the Neighbourhood 
of the Provinces, and always in Friendſhip 
with Them. But, adds the Prince, It will 
be faid that He is Kine, and let Him be 
ſuch in Caſtile, Aragon, and Naples, in the 
Indies, and in Jeruſalem ; and Lord of A. 
ſia and Africa, if he pleaſes; but for me, I 
can only acknowledge him in the Quality of 
Dake and Earl, whoſe Power is limited by 
the Priviledges of the Country, which he 
has ſworn to obſerve, And let his Majeſty 
and the Spaniards be informed, if They are 
yet ignorant of It, that the Barons of Bra- 
bant have often made their Princes feel 
their Power,, when They have attempted 
to extend their . Authority beyond its 
Lawful and Natural Limits. The Prince 
ends this Seat ion of his Manifeſto, by ob- 
ſerving, that it was with a very ill Grace, 
the Xing termed Him a Stranger in the 
Netherlands, conſidering that his Anceſtors 
were Dukes of Gelderland, and poſſeſſed very 
great Eſtates in that Country, whileſt his 
Majeſty's Predeceſſors were only Counts of 
Harpsburg, living obſcurely in Switzerland, 
and unknown to the World. a 
1 | e 
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The Prince affirms, T hat Tt had always 
been the Aim of the Spaniards to ſubject 


the Provinces of the Low Countries, and 

govern Them tyranically, as They do in 
the Indies, and in Naples, Sicily, and Milan. 
Which being very well known to the Eu- 


PEROR CHARLEs V, he had told his Son 
Prairie in the Preſence of the Prince of 
Orange, the old Count de Boſſut, and ſeve- 
ral others; That unleſs he ſuppreſſed that 
Pride of the Spaniards, it would one Day 
prove the entire Ruin of the Provinces. 
But that neither the Paternal Authority, 
the Proſperity of His People; neither 
Juſtice, nor the Sanction of his Oath ; 
Conſiderations that bind the molt barba- 
rous Nations, were of Force ſufficient to 


reſtrain the Violence of his Paſſions, or 


his Deſire to Govern them in an arbitrary 
and tyrannical Manner. 


That the States of the Netherlands ha- 
ving voted the Ning a conſiderable Supply 
of Money, by the Help of which, joy ned 
to the Courage of the Nubility, He had 
won tuo conſiderable Battles, which enabled 
Him to make the Peace of Cambray, equal- 
I profitable for Himſelf as diſadvantagi- 
do0ius for his Enemies; his. Majeſty could not 
deny, in Point of Gratitude, that the Prince 
had been a principal Inſtrument in making 
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that Peace, having treated it. pr.vately , 
with the Conſtable de Montmorency, and the 
Marſhal de St. Andre; after his Majeſty had 
given Him his Orders to that Purpoſe, and 
aſſured Him that He could never do Him 

a more important or a more acceptable 
Service; being reſolved to go into Spain at 
all Events. _ —} 

But theſe Succeſſes ſays the Prince, obtain- 
ed by the Blood of the Nobility, and Supplies 
advanced by the Commons, initead of engag- 
ing his Majeſty's Benevolence, were conſi- 
dered as ſo many Treaſons againſt him; be- 
cauſe the Money was voted on Condition 
that the States General ſhould aſſemble, and 
that It ſhould paſs through the Hands 
of provincial Commiſſaries, in Prejudice to 
BARLAIMONT and other State Harpies; 
which two Reſtrictions the Prince affirms 
to have been the mighty Crimes thar in- 
ſpired the Xing and the Spaniards with 
their implacable Hatred for the Hemmings. 

Here he extends his Reflections, and ſays, 
that the Aſſembly of the States General 
having been a, certain Check to rhe grow- 
ing Tyranny of ill Princes, was the conſtant 
Object of their Hatred; but that on the 
Contrary, She had ever been happy in 
the Love and Veneration of ſuch as were 
the real Fathers of their Country, who 
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conſidered Her as the trueſt and beſt Sup- 
port both of their own and the Subjects 
Happineſs. The ſecond Point that gave 
Umbrage to the Spaniards, was that of 
demanding provincial Commiſſaries for the Ad- 


miniſtration of the Revenue; and the Prince 


fays, He had known Miniſters take more 
Pleaſure in the Money they plundred from 
the Public than in the Income of their own 
Eſtates; who to prevent a Scrutiny into 
their Conduct, would never fail to exaſpe- 


rate the Prince againſt his People, and em- 


ploy a thouſand Arts to keep Them af- 
ſunder, that They might continue to rob 


with Impunity. He concludes, with aſſur- 


ing the States General, to whom he more 


immediately addreſſes his Apology, that He 


had been preſent in Debates and Councils, 
when the Spaniards had devoted Them all to a 
general Maſſacre, agreeable to their Practice in 


the Indies, where, He ſays, They have cut off 


and exterminated thirty Times as many Peo- 
ple as were contained in the Netherlands. 


To the Aings Charge of his having form- 


ed Intrigues to acquire the Hearts and 
Aﬀections of Thoſe that were fond of No- 
velties, eſpecially ſuch as inclined to new 
Perſuaſions in Religion; and to have been 
the Author of the Petition againſt the In- 
qrifition: He confeſſes ingenuouſly always 

to 
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to have been of the reformed Religion in his 


Heart; his Father, Count William of Naſſau, 


having introduced It into his Territories. 
He affirms to have had It from the Mouth of 
HENRY II, when Hoſtage at his Court, 
That the Duke of Alva was then concert- 
ing a Method ſor exterminating the Pro- 
teſtants, not only in France, and the Low 
Countries, but throughout Chriſtendom in ge- 
neral. That for this Purpoſe they had deter- 


mined to ſet up the pitileſs Inguiſition in the 


Netherlands, whoſe Severity was ſuch, that 


the leaſt Contempt of an Image was Cauſe 
ſufficient to devote a Man to the Flames ; 
and thgrefore not teing able to ſuffer the 


Deſtruckten of ſo many innocent Perſons, 


He had n a Reſolution to exterminate 
the Spaniarzy; and that had he been well 
ſeconded in ſo juſt and generous an Un- 
dertaking, there would by this Time have 
remained nothing of Them in the Nether- 
lands, but their Bones and Sepulchres. 
That for the Petition againſt the Iuguiſition, 
objected to him as a Crime, He eſteemed it 


his very great Honour to have adviſed it, as 


the only Means to prevent thoſe infinite Miſ- 


_ chiefs, which afterwards afflicted his Coun- 


try. And for the Religious Aſſemblies of the 
Reformed, he ſtill adviſed the DUTcHEss of 
Parma to permit Them, Things being in ſuch 

| | Na 2 
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a Condition that they could not be ſuppreſſed 
without manifeſt Hazard of a general Sub- 
verſion . 
The Prince complains that the Spanjards, 
after doing their Worſt, both againſt his Per- 
ſon and Eſtate, made his Eldeſt Son a 
Priſoner, and całried him into Spain, in open 
Violation of the Priviledges of the Univerſity 
of Louvain and the Country of Brabant: 
affirming that ſo rigorous and unjuſt a Treat. 
ment abſolved him from his Oath, and au- 
thoriſed him to make War upon his Enemy; 
there being a reciprocal Obligation or Com- 
pact between the Dukes of Brabant and their 
Yaſſals : That the Subjects owe their Obe. 
dience to the Prince, who is on his Part ob- 
liged to maintain their Liberties; the princi- 
pal of which are that he thall not change the 
Conſtitution of the Country ty any particu- 
lar Ordinance; that he ſhall content him- 
ſelf with the ordinary Revenue, and lay no 
freſh Impoſitions on the People without Con- 
ſent of the State: That he .jhall not raiſe 
Forces, or alter the Value of Money wit hout 
the ſame Concurrence; nor make any Perſon 
a Priſoner, or ſend him out of the Country, 
without the Knowledge and Interpoſition of 
the proper Magiſtrate. That agreeable to 
this, the Lords of Brabant, are entruſted by 
the Conſtitution, with the Militia of the Pro- 
, N & F „ 


vince, and are obliged to protect and deſend 
its Priviledges; which when they neglect to 
do, They ought to be conſidered as perju- 
red Wretches and the Enemies of their Coun- 
try; that the Hing had not only violated 
one, but all of theſe Priviledges upon number- 
leſs Occafions ; having in Defiance of all 


Right, rob'd him of his Fate, his Dignities 


and his Son, in Conſequence of which His 
Highneſs was entirely diſengaged from his 


Oath, and at Liberty to do himſelf Juſtice by 


Arms; eſpecially as the Xing ſhewed no Diſ- 
poſition to repair his Faults, but had deſpiſed 
and rejected the [nterpoſition of the ERROR 
MAXxIXILIAN, as well as the Supplications of 
his Subjects, and executed their Deputies a- 
ga inſt the Law of Nations. 1 | 
To the King's Charge of his having formed 


the UNION of UrTRECHT which is made his 


greateſt Crime ; He obſerves that every thing 


that is ſalutary or expedient for the States, 


is diſagteeable to the amy. reſolved upon 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion. The Prince owns 
himſelf the Author of that Treaty, hopes to 
be recogniſed as ſuch thro all Europe, and ex- 


huorts the States to the ſtrickteſt Concord tor 


the Pretervation of their Liberties. _ 
When the Kine alledges the PopESs Diſ- 
enſation of his Oath, the Prince reminds 
us Majeſty, that the Obligations of Obedience 
| | N 3 and 
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and Protection being reciprocal between him 
and his Subjects, muſt become void at the 
fame Time. He ſays, the Duke of Alva was 
upon the Point of hanging the principal Per- 
ſons in Bruſſels, for oppoſing the exorbitant 
Tax of the Tenth Penny; that he had actually 
given Orders to prepare ſeventeen Cords ; that 
the Didlum of the Sentence was written; and 
that the Spaniſh Guards were upon the Point 
of taking Arms to maintain the Execution, 
when the happy News of the taking of the 
BRILL arrived and ſaved Them from the 675. 
zert. The Prince adds, that as Hannizar 
had ſworn the Deſtruction of Rowe upon the 
Altar of his Gods, fo the Duke of Alva had 
devoted Himſelf to the Ruin of the Lom 
Countries, as was very apparent from his Cru- 
elties; and that it the Mafter might be known 
by his Servant, the Xing's Deſign, and na- 
tural Inclinations were ſufficiently denoted 
by the 7yranzy of that mercileſs Miniſter. 
Theſe are the principal Heads of the Prin- 
ces Maniſeſto, which I thought my ſelf obli- 
ged to inſert for the Satisfaction of the Rea- 
der. They ferve to illuſtrate his Highnels's 
Character, and ſhew Us upon what Grounds 
he undertook the Defence of the Netherlands, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of the Npullic of the 
United Provinces againſt Philip II. The Prince 
would very willingly have engaged the Sates 
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to have printed his Declaration in their Name; 
but ſome of the Provinces declined This both 
as they thought the Marife/io too ſevere, and 
becauſe they had not a particular Knowledge 
of the Crimes laid to the Aings Charge: ſo 
They contented themſelves with publiſh- 
ing a Placart, in which They dedared the 


Prince falſely accuſed ; that He had accept- 


ed the Government of the Provinces at their 
earneſt Requeſt ; offering Him a Guard of 
Horſe for the Safety of his Perion, and 
begging Him to continue his Care for the 
Protection of their Liberties; promiſing 
Him an exact Obedience, and the utmoſt 
Deference for his Orders and Councils, 


which they acknowledged to be direct- 


ed to no other End than their Preſerva- 
tion. TT 
This was the true and genuine Senſe not 
only of the States General, but of the whole 
People of the Seven Proviaces, after which, 
We cagpot wonder if the Princes Death was 
univerſally regretted. He was aſſaſſinated at 
Delft on the 8ch of July, 1584, in the 
fifty ſecond Year of his Age, by One 
Balthazar de Gerrard, a Native of Ville. 
fans in Burgundʒ. The Murderer introdu- 
ced himſelf into the Prince's Family by 
means of certain Paſſports, ſigned in Blank, 
by Count Mansfelt, Governor of Luxemburg, 
NS: which 


1 84 


which the Prince intended to make Uſe 
of for his own Courzers, and by that 
Means manage a Deſign upon the Towns 
of that Province. With this View he en- 
tertained Balthazar in his Service, and find- 
ing Him an intelligent Perſon, the Prince 
diſpatched him into France upon ſome pri- 
vate Negotiations, from whence he had re- 
turned Poſt, with the News of the Duke of 


ALtxncon's Death; and Le Noble informs 


us, that being brought to the Princes 
Bed-ſide, to give Him the Particulars of 
that Accident, He would then have exe- 
cuted his Deſign, had He been provided 
with his Dagger. But ſonte Days after- 
wards, rhe Prince having ordered Him to 
take another Journey, Balthazar attended at 


the Head of the Stair-Caſe, under Pre- 


rence of receiving his laſt Orders as his 
Highneſs came from Dinner, and having 
preſented his Paſſport, whilſt the Prince 
waited for Pen and Ink to Sign It, the 


Villain ſhot Him into the Breaſt - with 


three Bullets; upon which He fell, and had 
ſcarce Time to invoke the Mercy of Gop 
before He expired. e ee nl 


The Aſaſin had taken all imaginable 


Precautions for making his Eſcape; and 
in the extreme Confuſion that followed 
his Blow, He had made off to the Town 
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Ditch, but was taken as He prepared to 


Swim over It. He was no more than 
ſeven and Twenty, or as others ſay, two 
and twenty Years old; with a Reſolution 


that deſerved a better Cauſe. No Tortures 


could make Him confeſs who had engaged 
Him to commit ſo horrid an Action; yer 
tho He died without owning any Thing, 
except, that were It undone, He would do 
It again; It is not to be doubted, either 
that he was immediately inſtigated by the 
Spaniards, or tempted by the Reward pro- 


miſed in the Proſcription 


Never was there fo ſincere or ſo univerſal 
a Mourning, as for WILLIAM I. The Peo- 
ple had loſt their Father, and the Common 


wealth its Founder and Support. The 


STATES GENERAL Were inconſolable and 


in the utmoſt Conſternation. Some pro- 


poſed laying hold of the general Am- 
neſty oflered by the Hing of Spain, and ſo 
to return into their Obedience to that 
Crown. But Oven BARNEVELDT, who 
had been very much in the Confidence 
of William I, and had ferved Him in the 
latter Part of his Life, with great Capa- 
city and Integrity, oppoſed this with a- 
bundance of Vigour, and equal Succeſs. 


He repreſented to Them that their Affairs 


were not in ſo deſperate a Condition. 
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That indeed the Republic had loſt He het 
Support in the Perſon' of William I, 
that he had left behind Him a Son, chen 4 
Student at Leyden, who by the ſtrong and 
early Indications he gave of a noble Mind, 
and a virtuous Diſpoſition, appeared capa- 
ble of ſupplying his Father's Place. 

This was PRINCE Maurice, whoſe 
Character and Actions we are now about 
to conſider. 

He was Son of nnn I, by his ſe- 
cond Wife, ANNE of SaxoNx, Daughter to 
the EL EC Tox of that Name ſo famous for 
his Oppoſition of CHarres V. Maurice 
was but Eighteen at his Fathers Death; an 
Age extremely unequal to the Cares of War 
and Government, but the Authority and 
Perſuaſion of Monſieur de Barneveldt were 
ſuperiour to every Obſtacle, and accordingly 
the Provinces of Holland and Zealand im- 
medi ntely declared the Prince their Gover- 
nor, tho indeed, he did not fully enjoy that 
Dignity, till ſome Years atterwards : For the 
States General, who could not hope to ſup- 
part Themſelves without foreign Adilance, 
firſt offered the Sovereignty of Mie Country 
to HENR III, KING of FRANCE; who being 
preſſed and haraſſed by the Gvuises at the 
Head of the Leacve, aſſiſted by the Courts 


-of Madrid and _ wo in no Con- 
„ dition 
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5 to accept It; Upon which They 
m 


e the ſame Offer to Queen ELIZ A- 


2 BETH, Who reſuſed it in her Turn, but en- 


tered into a Treaty by which ſhe obliged 
herſelf to ſend them the EARL of LEICREs- 


TER to be their Governour and Captain General 


and to ſupply them with five thouſand Foot, 
and one thouſand Horſe, the Charge of which 
the States were to repay to England, when 
they ſhould be ſettled in Peace; and in the 

mean time her Majeſty was to have Fluſh- 
ing, Rammekins and the Brill, delivered to 
her as Securities for the Re-1mburſement of 
the Money. The EARL arrived with the 


Engliſh Forces at Fluſhing, in December 


1585, and after having taken Poſſeſſion of 
the cautionary Towns, went to the Hague 
in February following, where he was re- 


_ ceived with all outward Demonſtrations 
of Joy, proclaimed Governour and Captain 


General of the States, and inveſted with 
all the Authority of the Szadtholderſhip. It 
would be the Buſineſs of a general Hiſto- 
rian to deſcribe the Conduct and Actions 
of this Lord, during his Adminiſtration in 
the United Provinces ; but this is neither 
conſiſtent with my preſent Deſign, nor 
would the Task be agreeable. An Eu- 
gliſpman could not have more Pleaſure in 
tracing the Marks of Queen Elizabeth's Glo- 
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ry, than Reſentment for the weak Condy(t 
of her Favourite; Which was the more to 
be apprehended by the Republic, as the 
great and ſucceſsful Dux E of Parma had 
now ſucceeded io the Government of 
the Low Countries, who by knowing how 
to temper Clemency with Rigour, bid much 
fairer than any of his Predeceſſors, to re- 
cover the Seven Provinces to the Spaniſh O- 
bedience. But the Earl of Leiceſter having 
renounced his Authority, It was ſoon ap- 
parent, that whatever had been wanting 
in him, or whatever the Public had loſt in 
William l, was ſufficiently made up in 
young Prince Maurice, who was hardly 
paſt his Childhood, when he revived the 
Fortune of the Commonwealth, and taught 
his Countrymen the Way to Glory and 
Victory. He reduced the Spaniard, and re- 
venged his Father. „„ 
No ſooner was he inveſted with the 
Command of the Army, than he began to 
invent new Exerciſes for the Souldiers ; new 
Machines and Engines for the War; and to 
'reform the relaxed Diſcipline of the 7roops. 
_ GxromTivs tells Us, It was admirable to ſee to 
Young a Man, become at once a great 
Captain, and an Inſtructor of others 
in the Milgary Arts, who Himſelf had 
oi — N 
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never had a Maſter. (a) His Endeavours 


were ridiculed in the Beginning, by Thoſe 
who were aſhamed to learn what they did 
not underſtand; but after the Succeſs of 
ſome Experiments, their Contempt was turn- 
ed into Admiration, and the World Was 


obliged to confeſs, that as no Man excel- 


led William I, in the Arts of Government; 
in acquiring the Affections of the People, 
and laying the Foundation of a Common- 
wealth; ſo no Man was. ſo proper as 
Prince Maurice to extend and defend It. 
Fortune was ſo conſtant to Him, that in 
the Courſe of twenty Years, he took thir- 
ty eight or forty Towns, 2 greater Num- 
ber of Forts, and beat the Spanzards in 
three pitched Battles Happy had It been 
if the Glory he acquired by Arms, had 
not been ſullied by his Ambition. But This 
unhappily made Him reſolve. the Ruin of 
MoxnstEuR DE BARNEVELDT Who had 
been one of his Fathers moſt intimate 
Confidents, and the only Means of his 
own Support in the Time of the EARL of 
LiECESTER» The Prince had for a lon 


Time loved and revered this wiſe Mini- 


— 


(a) See the Annals of Grotius, Lib. V. 
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ſter, as his Benefactor and ſecond Father; but 
when Monſfeur De Barneveldt appeared in 
Favour - of the Truce propoſed between 
the Axcn-DuxE and the UNITED PRo- 
'VINCEs, the Prince, who conſidered the 
Ceſſation of the War, as the End of his 
own Glory and Authority, could not help 
thewing his Reſentment to Him upon all 
Occaſions; and Monfreur Du Maurier, tells 
Us, he forgot himſelf ſo far, as to give 
the good old Man the Lie, and even to 
{ſtrike Him at a public Conference. (a) 
The Prince of Orange employed every Ar- 
gument to perſwade HENRY IV, to aban- 
don thoſe that propoſed the Truce, as a 


Thing entirely contrary to the Intereſt of 


his Kingdom, becauſe the Spaniards being 
eaſy on the Side of the United Provinces, 


would be at Liberty to turn their whole 


Force againſt France: and in Holland a 
Multitude of Pamphlets were publiſhed, ac- 


cuſing Barneveldt and his Party of Treaſon, 
and Intelligence with the Spaniard. But this 


Miniſter repreſented ro HENRY IV, by his 


Embaſſadors, that the Commonwealth was fo 


drained by an Expenſive War of Forty Years, 


I 


(s) Memoires Du Maurier. Page 293. 
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that it was impoſſible to ſupport the 
Charge of it any longer, without very great 
Aſſiſtance from Abroad. That the State 


was loaded with exceſſive Debts, the Inte- 


reſt of which, muſt be regularly paid to 


Thoſe who had lent their Eſtates to the 


Public, the greateſt Part of whom, had 


no other Revenues. That the Taxes already 


ſettled for the Maintenance of the War, 


were not ſufficient to continue It; yet if 


his Majeſty would pleaſe to futniſh Them 
with the neceſſary Supplies, They would 
ſtill go on with greater Courage than e- 
ver. But the KING, whoſe Coffers were 
likewiſe exhauſted, thought it more eligi- 


ble to concur in the pacifick Meaſures that 


were - propoſed, rather than continue the 
War at the Expence of four Millions a Year, 
which He would have been obliged to have 
furniſhed Them; and accordingly the Truce 
took Place under the Influence of his Autho- 
rity, notwithſtanding the continual Oppoſiti- 


on of Prince Maurice and his Dependants. 


From this Time the Prince laid 


hold upon every Occaſion to ruin Mon- 
eur De Barneveldt, whoſe Council HEN. 


xy IV, had followed, preferably to his Ad- 
vice and Intereſt. Yer before he would 
come to an Extremity, He endevoured 
to make that great Man his on, by the 
1 | Inter- 
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Inter poſition of his Mother in Law the Prin. 
ceſs Dowager of Orange; but this not taking 
place, he ſet about to revenge Himſelf by 
all the Methods in his Power; raiſing Mon- 
fleur De Barneveldt a thouſand Enemies 
whom He flattered with the Hopes of mak- 
ing their own Fortunes upon the Ruins of 
that Miniſter. ; 5 

gut notwithſtanding the ready Diſpo- 
ſition of Prince Maurice, there was yet no 


apparent Guilt in Monsieur De Barneveldt 


or his Adherents; and conſequently they 
could not be proceeded againſt with any 
Colour of juſtice, But for This, Religion ſoon 
furniſhed a ſpecious Pretext. | 
The Diſciples of Gomar and Arminius 
had divided the Sentiments and Aﬀections 
of the People upon different Points of Doc- 
trine, The Gomariſts maintained, agrecable 
to the Opinion of Calvin, that Gop by an 


eternal Decree, had ordained who ſhould be 
ſaved and who ſhould be damned; and that 


this neceſſarily influenced and drew Part of 
Mankind into the Way of Piety and Salva- 
tion, Whilſt the Reſt remained buried and 


ſunk in the Multitude of Vices common to 


humane Nature. 
The Armanians ſaid on the contrary that 
Gop who was a juſt Judge, and a moſt 
indulgent. Father, made this Diflerence be- 
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tween Sinners, that ſuch who repented of 


their Faults ſhould obtain Mercy and Life 


everlaſting, whilſt thoſe that remained im- 
penitent and obſtinate ſhould be puniſhed. 
That Gop wiſhed all Men to enter into 
the Way of Salvation, and had given them 
excellent Precepts to that Purpoſe; but 


that neither religious Men nor Sinners were 


compelled by any Neceſſity; and that the 
Fate of every one depended on his own free 
Will. | 

Theſe Opinions divided the State, and were 
very warmly conteſted. "Twas frequent to 
hear Doctrines condemned in the Afternoon 
from the fame Pulpit where they had been 
taught and recommended in the Morning. 


Sometimes the People had come to blows 


in Defence of their Preachers. Murders had 


been committed, and Tumults were grown 


frequent in all the great Towns of the Pro- 
vinces. | Bo 

The STaTzs GENERAL had met ſeveral 
Times in order to redreſs theſe Diſorders ; 
and amongſt the ſeveral Expedients propo- 
ſed in their Aſſembly, Monsieur De Barne- 


veldt was of Opinion, that the Profeſſors 


of Divinity, and Miniſters ſhould be torbid 
to make any Mention of the Points of Grace 
or Predeſtination, either in the Univerſities 
or Churches; and 8 in the ſame W 
N | a 
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all Printers ſhould be reſtrained from 
publiſhing Books relating to either of thoſe 
Doctrines. He ſaid that Men ought mutually 
to bear with each other, and not ſeperate 
themſelves, and form different Aſſemblies and 
Communions to the Scandal of the Church. 
That theſe Doctrines were in themſelves ſo 
fubtile, and ſo much above the Reach and 
Underſtanding of the People, that the Coun- 
try would not fail to recover its uſual Tran- 
quility as ſoon as the Diſputes concerning 
them ſhould be ſilenced. That there would 
{till remain a very ample Field to the Mi- 
#iſters, either for the Conſolation or Inſtruc- 
tion of their Hearers, by exhorting them 
to practice the Commandments of Gop, 
and the Virtues of Chriſtzanity ; and by ex- 
plaining the Text of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, Which had no other Tendency than 
to inſpire Mankind with Sentiments of Peace 
and Charity. Laſtly He added, that the 
Doctrine of Predeſtinat ion was fo very obſcure 
and difficult that the greateſt Divines were 
loſt in it. 4 3 
But Prince Maurice, and thoſe of his Fac- 
tion, who were glad of the leaſt Pretence to 
ruin Monsieur De Barneveldt, oppoſed his Sen- 
timents with a great deal of Warmth, and 
took this Occaſion to enforce their former 
Inſinuatione, that he held a 3 
with 


r 
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with the Spaniards, and had a mind to intro- 
duce the Roman Catholick Religion, Which was 
alone capable of deſtroying the Republic. 
Pamphlets were publiſhed, charging Him 
plainly with being a Penſioner to 15 and 
of having formed the deteſtable Deſign of 
reducing his Country ro its former Sla- 


very. 


 Monfieur De Barneveldt on his Part, pub- 
liſhed a long Apology, in which he anſwered 
the Calumnics thrown upon Him, by repre- 
ſenting the many Services He had perfor- 
med for the Public. But the other Party 
made the Majority, and were ſupported by 
Prince Maurice, who had the Army at his 
Diſpoſal, and was adored by the Multitude, 
who could not be induced to believe He in- 
tended Them any Injury, aſter having taken 
infinite Pains for a long Series of Years, and 
run the moſt imminent Hazards for their 
Safety and Defence. | 

In vain did Monſicur De Barneveldt complain 
to his natural and only Sovereigus the STATES 
of HoLLAND and WES FxizEanD ; and 
in vain did Theſe take Him under their Pro- 
tection. . The Prince was deaf to Priviled- 
ges that oppoſed his Deſigns, and reſolved 
to make his own Power. which he cunningly 
maiqued under the Name of the States ge- 
neral, (ſuperior to that of the particular Pro- 


vinces. 
O2  ' Agreeable 
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Agreeable to This, Monſieur De Barneveldt 
Was arreſted by an extraordinary Order in 
the Name of the States General, Signed 
cnly by eight Members of that Aſſembly, 
a1 of them Dependants and Creatures of 
Frince Maurice. Three of his Friends were 
ſeized at the ſame Time, and committed to 
different Priſons; MoNsI EUR HoOGERBEIS Pen- 
fronary of Leyden, a Man of known Capacity 
and Integrity; MoxsiEurR LEYDENBERG Se- 
cretary to the Provincial States of Utrecht, 
and the great Hugo GroTivs Penſſonary of 
Rotterdam. They were accuſed of enormous 
Crimes againſt the Szate, and amongſt the 
Reſt, of having formed a Deſign to plunge 
the Country in Blood, and deliver It up to 
the Spaniard. This heavy Charge was po- 
{ted up at every Corner, in order to render 
them odious to the People ; But their real 
Crime was that of having oppoſed the am- 
bitious Deſigns of Prince Maurice, who a 
little before their Detention, had entirely 
broke thro' the Conſtitution of the Repub. 
lic, by arbitrarily changing the Magiſtrates 
of ſeveral Places in Holland, as well as in 
the City of Vtrecht, where He likewiſe diſ- 
banded the Garriſon newly raiſed and main- 
tained by that 7own, agreeable to her Pri- 
viledges. This he did in the Name of the 


States general as Conſervators of the Reput- 
lic, 
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lic, which was no more than a Veil art- 
fully drawn, to hide the Truth of his De- 
ſigns from the Populace at Home, and the 
Neighbouring Princes abroad; who being 
ignorant of the Conſtitution, might falſly 


imagine the Sovereignty of the Seven Pro- 


vinces to be lodged in that Aſſembly. 

Whilſt the above- mentioned Gentlemen 
were in Priſon, the Prince and his Party con- 
vened a General Sy Nop at DogT, which 
they termed national, as if the Seven Provinces 
made but one People, in Prejudice to their 

diſtinct Liberties, which reſerve to each of 
them the Right of regulating Religion with» 
in their reſpective Diſtricts. | 

This Aſſembly to outward Appearance was 
extremly ſolemn. Beſides the Members of the 
ſeveral Provinces, It conſiſted of Deputics 
from our King James I, from the ELEEC TOR 
PALATINE, the LanpGrave of Hesss, the 
proteſtant CaxnToNs of SwiTZERLAND and 
the Towns of GENEVA, BREMEN and Es- 
DEN. 

But it was ſoon evident from the Con- 
duct of theſe Divines, that they met to- 
gether to condemn their Opponents rather 
than refute Them; and accordingly the 
Dottrines of AR IN Ius were declared Hhereti- 
cal and ſcandalous, tending to introduce Pope- 
ry into the United Provinces; and in Conſe- 

| "1 "WY quence 
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quence of this all Thoſe Divines who were 
either known to be Arminians, or ſuſpected 
for ſuch, were ſuſpended from officiating in 
their Functions, baniſhed the Duited Provin- 
ces, and forbid to return under ſevere Pe- 
nalties. . „ 
The Deciſions of the Synod of Dor? may 
juſtly be ſaid to have fixed the Fate of Mon- 
er De Barneveldt ; who was now brought 
to his Tryal and condemned to Death on the 
12th of May, 1619, by a Set of Commiſſio- 
ners choſen in Reality by the Prince of Orange, 
tho' nominated by the States General, in 
maniteſt Violation of the Rights and Privi- 
ledges of the Provincial States of Holland, his 
natural and lawful Judges. And to prevent 
the Complaints of that Aſſembly, who ſome 
time before, by an authentic Reſolution of 
State, had taken Monfieur De Barneveldt into 
their Protection; the Prince, by another In- 
ſult on their Priviledges, removed ſeveral of 
their Members, and ſubſtituted others in 
their Room, that were entirely devoted to 
Him. „ 
In Purſuance of this Sentence, Monfreur De 
Barneveldt was beheaded at the Hague, in 
the 76th Year of his Age, after having 
long ſer ved the State with great Abilities, 
and been the principal Means of Prince Mau- 
rice's early Elevation. 


It 
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It cannot be doubted, tliat thro all this 


Scene of Violence and Injuſtice, the Prince 
acted by Cx SARS Maxim, (a) with a 
View to make Himſelf Sovereign of his 


Country. But becauſe he did nut execute 
This when It was in his Power, after 
having deſtroyed Monſieur De Barneveld?t 
and his Adherents, the Friends of the 
FHlouſe of Orange took Occaſion to deny 
that It had ever been his Intention; in 
Hopes no doubt to obviate the genera! 
Odium which the Avowal of ſuch a De- 
ſign would caſt upon his Memory. Bur 
the Prince's Actions were of too ſtrong a 
Dye to admit ſo favourable an Interpre- 


tation. The truth is, that after Monfrear 


De Barneveld:'s Death, His Highneſs met 
with more Obſtacles to his Deſign than 
he had foreſeen. Even thoſe who had af 


| ſiſted to bring on the Fate of that Mini- 
ſter, were upon the whole, as much averſe 


to the Loſs of their Liberty, as the De- 


cedſed. 


And on the other Hand, The Prince ſaw 
but too viſibly, that by the Death, Im- 


(a] Si violandum eſt jus, Regni Gratia violandum 


eſt; in cæteris Rebus Fidem & Pietatem colas 
— 5 Eurip: 


04 priſonment 


priſonment, and Exile of ſo many Perſons, 
who were well allied, and had ſerved the 
State with Fidelity and Honour, He had 
entirely loſt the Affections of the People. In 
proportion, as his real Deſigns came to be 
diſcovered, the Odium that had been artful- 
ly raiſed againſt Monſieur De Barneveldt was 
changed into Pity: and the Prince, who 
was conſidered as the Author of all the 
Injuſtice that had been done Him, from 
being the Darling of the Public, became 
its Averſion. Ow I 
Such was the State of Demeſtic Affairs 
in the Pnited Provinces; and the Situa- 
tion of Things abroad was ſtill more 
averſe to the Prince's Undertaking. The 
ELEcTor PALATINE, upon whom He had 
a very great Dependance, was ſo entirely 
reduced by the Battle of PrxaGur, that 
inſtead of being in a Condition, to affiſt 
Prince Maurice upon any Extremity, He was 
forced to be obliged to Him for Part 
of his own Subſiſtance. And on the other 
Hand, the Ewetxor, FERDINAND II, was 
become ſo abſolute over the Princes and 
Free Towns of the Empire, that the 
Prince loſt all Hopes of the leaſt Aſſiſt- 
ance from Germany. NE ws ut 
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Chagrined with theſe Diſapointments, 
and penetrated, 'It may be, with Remorſe, 
for his Injuſtice to Monſieur De Barneveldt, 
PRIN CI Maurice, from being fat, ro- 
buſt, and indefatigable; became lean, lan- 
ouith'd and died in the Beginning of the 
Year 1625. BREDA Was at that Time 
beſieged by the famous SpinoLa. The 
Prince had taken It by Surprize from the 
Spaniards, thirty four Years before, when 


He was yet young in the Command of 


the Army; and it being a City of his 
own Patrimony, à Report was ſpread that 
He died: of Grief, for not being able to 
relieve It; but Others, with more Proba- 
bility, aſcribed His Death to the Diſquiet 
and Chagrin be had conceived upon the 
ill Succeſs of the Schemes He had form- 
ed to acquire the 8 overeignty of. His 
Country. | 

Prince FREDERIC HENRY, Son of 
William I, by his fourth Wife Louiſa de 
Colligni Daughter of the great Admiral of 
that Name, ſucceeded Prince Maurice, in 
all his Commands, and Authority in the 
United Provinces. This Prince had given 
Marks of an early Bravery in his Bro- 
ther's Life Time, under whom He learned 
the Art of Mar; and continued to Com- 


mand the Forces of the States General 


after 
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after his Death, with great Capacity and 
Courage. 

Io give an Account of his Actions 
would be to write the Hiſtory of the 
Republic, and a Journal of the War, in 
which he was ſo extreamly fortunate, that 
by a long and conſtant Series of Succeſs, He 
at laſt reduced the Spaniards to the Neceſ- 
ſity of making the Pzace of MoNsTER, 
by which they renounced all Right and 
Title to the nited Provinces, and by treat- 
ing the STATEs GENERAL as free and 
abſolute Sovereigns, ſealed, if I may fo 
| ſpeak, the Liberty of the Republic. 
| The Princes of Orange firſt received 

the Title of Fighneſs from Carpinar 

RicHLIEv, Who after his Deſign upon the 
Principality of Orange had failed, omitted 
nothing that might flatter Prince Frederic 
Henry; being under a Neceſſity of preſerv- 

ing the Friendſhip and Alliance of the 

Seven Provinces, the better to effectuate 

the ambitious Projects He had formed for 

aggrandiſing the French Monarchy. 

FrEveric HENRY died in March 1647, 

after having been ſome Time ill of a 

Dropſy and other Diſtempers, which lef- 

ſened his Capacity and imbittered his 
Temper. 1 
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The Good of the Commonwealth was the 
Object of this Prince's Actions, through 
the whole Courſe of his Adminiſtration. 


He endeavoured, with abundance of Care, 


to reconcile contending Parties, and in the 
midſt of foreign War, to preſerve the do- 
meſtic Peace of his Country. To this Pur- 
poſe He always choſe to employ Methods 
of Lenity and Mcderation rather than thoſe 
of Authority ; nor can the utmoſt Malice 
reproach Him with any Attempt either 

ſecret or open, againſt the Liberty of the 

REPUBLIC. (a) . 
WILLIAM II, only Son of Prince Frede- 
ric Henry, had in his Father's Life-Time, 
been inveſted by the States of Holland with 
the Reverſion of the Szad:holderſhip ; yet, 
tho they were ſitting when Frederic Henry 
died, they declined for ſome time to inſtall 
the young Prince in that Dignity, to ſhew 
that the Government was not Hereditary, 
but depended on the Donation of the States. 
At laſt however he was fully inveſted with 


all the Honours and Authority of his An- 


ceſtors. This Prince had married the PRIN- 
ctss Royar of ENGLAND, Daughter to 


— 


| (#) Baſnage, Annales des Provinces Unies, Page 62. 
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King CHARLES I. He inherited the Policy 
of his Grandfather, with all the Courage 
and Ambition of bis Uncle Maurice, and 
traverſed the Peace of Munſter with 'the ſame 
Vigour, and the fame Views, that the latter 
had oppoſed the Truce of 1609. But not 
having been able to prevent the Concluſion of 
that Treaty, He ſet about to make Himſelf 
abſolute at Home, and would effectuate 
in the Beginning of his Adminiſtration, 'that 
which his Dcle had failed to do at the 
End of his Life, when his Authority nd 
Power were augmented and ſtrengthened by 
a Jong Series of Victory and Succeſs. 

It was not long before the young Prince 
had an Occaſion to exert Himſelf. 
The Treaty of MunsTEs having ſettled 
the Peace between SrAIN and the UNITED 
Provinces; the States general applied them- 
ſelves very induſtriouſly to the Regulation 
of their Revenues. The Province of Hol- 
land, in particular, was earneſt to leſſen the 
public Expence ; and in this View propoſed 
amongſt other Things, that Part of the 
Army ſhould be immediately disbanded. But 
the Prince of Orange, ſeconded by the States 
general, and the Council of State repreſented, 
that the Peace not being yet made be- 
tween FRANCE and SPAin ; and thoſe Crowns 


having their Armies at the Gates of the Re- 
"WEE: public, 
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public, It would be prudent to defer for ſome 
time disbanding the Army till Things ſhould 
be better ſettled. The Quality and Number 
of thoſe Forces that were to be reformed 
furniſhed another Subject of Debate. The 
Province of Holland was for preſerving the 
national Troops, and disbanding the Stran- 
gers. The Prince on the contrary ſaid It 
was not equitable to turn away thoſe who had 
ſo well ſignalized Themſelves for their Fideli- 
ty and Valour, in Defence of the Commonwealth; 
and demanded that the Reform ſhould fall 
in an equal Proportion between the national 
Troops and the Strangers. Theſe foreign Forces 
conſiſted of five Engliſh Regiments of Foot, 
five French, three Scotch, three German, and 
fifteen Flemiſh, which laſt the Province of 
Holland inclined to reſerve, and to disband 
almoſt all the Reſt, who had ſerved with 
Honour, even from the Infancy of the Republic. 

With Regard to the Number that was to 
be caſhiered, HoLLAN D propoſed to reduce 
the Army to twenty five thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred Foor, and two thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred Hoxse; whereas the STATEs GEN E- 
RAL defired to reſerve three thouſand HoksE, 
with twenty fix thouſand three hundred FooT. (a) 


Je CO CEE 
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(a) Voyez les Annales des Provinces unies par Monſieur, 
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The Difference was trifling, and could never 
have produced a Rupture, had not their 
Minds been already too well diſpoſed for it. 
But Holland which paid annually to the 
Amount of at leaſt ove Million eight hun- 
dred thouſand Florins more than her Re- 
venues amounted to, was not only obſtinate 
as to the Number of Troops to be retained, 
but inſiſted alſo that the Reſt ſhould be im- 
mediately caſhiered; and accordingly the 
STATES of that Province, without obſerving 
the uſual Formalities, or having any Re- 
gard to the Oppoſition of the Prince of O- 
range, and the Council of State, ſent Orders 
to the ſeveral Captains of their Dependince, 
to disband their Companies upon Pain of 
not being paid upon the old Eſtabliſhment, 
longer than the 20th of July of the ſame 
"Avar. (a) . | Tg 
This occaſioned a general Diſcontent. 
The Officers complained to the Prince, 
to the Council of State, and the States 
General. Their HiaH MicnTiNEssss, after 
debating the Point; were of Opinion that 
the Province of Holland had broke the 
Union of UTzxEcaxT; ſince the Troops 
having been raiſed for the general De- 


— 
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(a) This was 1650. 
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| \ 
fence of the Provinces, ought not to be 
disbanded without the ſame Concurrence ; 


and concluded, by a Majority of Votes, 


to deſire the Provincial Council of State to 
aſſemble the ſame Day, in order to re- 
voke the Orders of the States of Holland, 
and give new ones for the Payment of 
the Troops as uſual, till the Manner of 
Disbanding them ſhould be regulated by 
the Common Conſent. But the Council 
had no Power to ſupercede the Orders of 
the States of Holland; wherefore She pro- 
ſed to convene that Aſſembly, that 
hey might debate a ſecond Time up- 
on a Point Which was become much 
more important than was at firſt ima- 
gined. 
The SrArESs of HorLanD reſolved to 
maintain their firſt Reſolution, and repeat. 
ed their Orders for the execution of lt. 
The Governors of the Frontier Towns, were 
commanded on the Contrary to obey the 
States General. 


Thus Diſſention was introduced between 


the Provinces, which gave the Prince an Op- 
portunity of executing the Projects He had 
formed againſt their common Liberty. 
Ihe Covuncix of STATE with the PRINCE 
of ORANGE as its Head, accompanied by 


the CounT of NAssAu, Governor of Frixe- 
i e 
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land, went in a Body to the Aſſembly of 


the States General, and beſought their HiqH 
MriGnTiNEssEs to forbid the disbanding the 
Army, in Conſequence of the Orders given 
by Holland; and that they would pleaſe to 


ſend a Deputation to the particular Towns of 


that Province, to engage Them to change 
their Reſolution. Beſides this, zhe PRINCE 
defired that he might be authoriſed to give 


the neceſſary Orders for the Preſervation of 


the Ux1oN, and to oppoſe whatever might be 


© amndertaken to diſturb and invade It: declar- 


ing at the fame time, that he would put 


Himſelf at the Head of the Deputation, and 


make the Tour of Holland, if their high Migh- 
tineſſes conſented to It. 


The States General, notwithſtanding tile 
Oppoſition of Hollana, fell into every thing 


the Prince deſired. The Deputation was vo- 
ted; His Highneſs was deſired to appear 
at the Head of Ir, and au: horiſed at the 
ſame Time to give the neceſſary Orders 
for the Preſervation of the nion. This in 
Effect was creating a DicTaTtox ; for the 
Reſolution was couched in ſuch Terms as 


gave the Prince Room to juſtify whatever 


. He might think proper to undertake. 
His Highneſs and the Members of the 
States General ſet out. Their firſt Viſit was 


to DoxT, the moſt antient Town of the 


Province 


„ . ons 
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Province of Holland, The Magiſtrates gawe 


them Audience out of Reſpect to the Prince, 
reſerving the Right of Soverezgnty to the Pro- 
vincial States, and Freedom of voting in the 
Senate. Monfieur Aertsbergue ſpoke ior the 
Deputation. He repreſented the dangerous 
Tendencies of the Conduct of Hollaud, botli 
againſt the 7nion of Uirecht, and the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion, for the Defence of which 
WILLIAM I, had engaged the People to take 
Arms. He expatiated upon the Autho. 
rity of the Council of State, to whom the 
Power of raihng and disbandins the Forces 
had been entruſted; and enlarged upon the 
ſeveral Propoſitions of Accommodation whicli 
had been in vain propoſed with reſpect to 


disbanding the Army. He faid that if Hol- 


land was loaded with Debts and Taxes, the 
other Provinces had the ſame Cauſes of Cn- 
plaint, or rather that they had none of them 
juſt Reaſon to complain of That which was 
the unavoidable Conſequence of a long War. 
He infinuated to the Magiſtrates that they 
had given their Deputies Inſtructions to op- 


| poſe the Reform of the Troops, notwith- 


ſtanding which they had conſented to It; 
and laſtly, he extolled the Excellence of the 
preſent Expedient for terminating the Mif=- 
underſtandings that had hapned; for which 
he ſaid, there could not be a more proper 

| * Remedy 
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Remedy than this Peputation, with the Prince 

of Orange at its Head, | 

Jo thus ſtrenuous Diſcourſe the Magiſtrates 
anſwered ſimply, that They would. give their 

Opinion in the Aſſembly. of the provincial 

States, in ſuch a manner as ſhonld be moſt 

conſiſtent with the public, Good; The World 


was equally ſurprized with the Modeſty. of 
this Reply, and the Inſolence of Aertsbergue; 


who not only demanded a more categorical 


Anſwer, but that the Magiſtrates ſhould con- 


feſs to have violated the nion, and deſerved. 
corporal Puniſhment. He concluded with threat- 
ning to employ ot her Methods than thoſe of 
remonſtrating ; and tehaved, fo. haughtily 


that He would have run a very great Riſque 


had He not been protected by. the Princes 


| Preſence, backed by a great Number of 


Officers that attended Him. The Magi- 
ftrates expreſſed their Indignat ion at this 
Treatment, acquainted the Provincial. States 
with the inſulting Menaces that had been 
thrown out againſt Them, and reſolved u- 


nanimouſly to refuſe all Conference with the 
Prince of Orange, and the Deputies of the 


States general. 


The Deputation was better received in 
ſome other Towns of the Province; But 
the REGenTs Of AMSTERDAM, ſent two 


Burgomaſters as far as Tergow to deſire the 
Be * 
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Prince to ſtop his Journey, becaufe They 
could not admit his Highneſs, and thoſe 
that attended Him to an Audience in the 
Senate: And finding that the Prince kept 
on his Way, They fent a third Burgomaſter, 
with the Prefident Schepen, and Town Se- 
cretary ; as far as Edam, to acquaint his 
Highneſs that if He came as Governor of 
their Province, He ſhould be received with 
all the Honours due to his Birth and 
Zuality ; but that They could not receive 
Him as a Deputy of the States General, bes 
cauſe that Deputation might . be attended 
with dangerous Conſequences. They ſpoke 
the ſame Language when his Highneſs ar- 
rived in their City. | 
The REcenTs of HARLEM and Derep 
imitated thoſe of Amſterdam. The Towns 
of NoxTH HoLLAN D were more complai- 
fant, with Exception to Horn and Medems 


Flick. The Latter ſent to tell rhe Prince the 


Roads were bad, and that the Ton a was too 
ſmall to accommodate his Highneſs and [0 
numerous .a Deputation, in a Manner ſuitable 
to their Quality. | 2 
The PRINCE returned to the Hague; and 
Monſieur Aertsbergue made his Report to the 
States General, complaining of the little Re- 
ſpect that had been ſhewn to their High Mighs 
tineſſes Deputies. _ ſaid, he had — 
| . 2 | tne 


PF 
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the Towns of Folland divided into four 
different Opinions. Some profeſſed them- 
ſelves. inviolably attached to the Cnion; O- 
thers were /ukewarm: The Third did not 
explain themſelves upon that Subjef : And 
the Reſt refuſed to give the Deputies Au- 
dience. The Prince only added, that He 
had not met with all the Reſpe& that 
was due to his Perſon; but ſcme Days 
afterwards, his Highneſs was much louder 
in his Complaints to the Provincial States 
of Holland, and printed his Speech, that 
it might have the greater Effect on the 
Clergy and Common People, who were intire- 
Iy devoted to Him. The States of Flollaxd 
on their Part publiſhed a Manifeſto in which 
They indevoured to juftify their Conduct, 
and ſent It to the States of the other ſix 
Provinces. 

A Diſpute concerning a Right of Juriſ- 
dition redoubled the Animoſity of the ſe- 
veral Parties. | 

Admiral de Wit, who Commanded a 
Squadron of Dutch Men of War, for the 
Defence of the Brazils againſt Portugal, 
left that Coaſt, and returned to Holland 
without Orders. (a) The PRINcR of 


_— 
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ORANGE, as Lord High Admiral, put Him 
under Arreſt, and the Szates General ſent 
their Commands at the fame Time to the 
Admiralty of Amſterdam, to confine the ſe- 


veral Captains that had followed DER Wit's 


Flag. | 


This produced a Diſpute of Juriſdiction. 


The Srartes of HorranD, ſaid It was 
an Infringement of their Sovereignty, to im- 
priſon Perſons in that Manner, within the 
Territory of their Province, who ought to 
be left to the Courſe of ordinary Juſtice. 


But the STaTEs GENERAL juſtified their 


Conduct by the Example of certain Captains 
who had ſerved under Admiral Pater, and 
were made Priſoners by the Admiralty of 
Amſterdam, at their Return; as well as of 
the Souldiers who delivered up the Bay of 


All Saints, in 1625. And to this They 


added, that the Law was clear in the Poinr, 
ſince thoſe Officers who received their Com- 
miſſions from the States General, and had 
taken an Oath of Fidelity to them, muſt 
neceſſarily depend on their Juriſdiction, eſ- 
pecially for the Tryal of Crimes committed 
out of the Extent of the Provinces and in 
Places where the States General had eſta- 


bliſhed a Council, and a Court of Juſtice. 
3: But 
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But the Province of Holland was obſti- 
nate, and affirmed that the States General 
could exerciſe no Kind of Juriſdiction what. 
ſoever within her Diſtrict, unleſs in certain 
Caſes, with relation to the Militia; and 
"*that it would be a manifeſt Violation of 
her Liberties, to puniſh Offenders in a 
Place, where the natural and lawful Sove- 
reign was obliged to remit the cogni- 
1 of the Crime to the High Court of 
uſtice. 

Agreeable to this, the Magiſtrates of 
Amſterdam forced open the Doors of the Ad. 
miralty Priſons, and releaſed the Captains from 
their Confinement ; upon which the Prince. 
of ORANGE ſoreſceing the ſame Thing 
would be done at the Hague in Favour 
of Admiral De Wit, his Highneſs of his own 
Accord ſet Him at Liberty; but determined 
at the ſame Time, to revenge Himſelf of 

he ſeveral Inſults he had received, and to 
Fi his Authority above the Reach of ſuch 
Attempts for the Future. 

The firſt Step the Prince took, in Order 
to This, was to Impriſon Six of the Provinci- 
al States of Holland; Deputies of thoſe Towns 
that 5245 wen his Hi hneſs an ill Recepti- 
on. Theſe were Facob De Wit Burgomaſter 
of Dort, Father of Him who was afterwards 


| Grand Pexfienary of Holland; John De Waal, 
Burgo- 
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Burgomaſter of Harlem; Albert Reuyl Penſi- 


onary of the fame Town; John Dayſ# De 
Voor hout. Burgomaſter of Delft; Nanning 
Heyzer, Penſionary of Horn; and Nicholas 
Stelingwerf, Secretary of Medemblick. (a) 


_ Meſſeurs Bikker, Burgomaſters of Amſterdam, . 


having received an Information that a De- 
ſign was formed againſt their Perſons, 
kept cloſe in their City, and avoided the 
Blow, | „ 

The Prince ſent to invite the Deputies ſe- 
parately, to come and confer with Him upon 
certain Affairs before the opening of the 


Aſſembly. A Valet de Chambre, attended 


in the Anti- Chamber, and upon their Ap- 
pearance, took care to uſher them to a ſe- 
veral Appartment, where they were lock'd | 
up till the Evening, and then ſent to the 
Caſtle of Louveſtein under a ſtrong Party. 
In the mean time the Guards were doubled, 
and the Hague was in a few Hours filled with 
Souldiers, to keep the States of Holland in 
Awe, and prevent a Reſcue. 4 
The Prince ſent for Monſieur Cats, who 


was then Grand Penſſonary, told Him what 


He had done, and charged Him to ac- 


„ 
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quaint the States of Holland with It; let. 
ting Him know at the ſame Time, that 
He had ordered Troops to march under 
the Command of the Count de Naſſau, Go- 
vernour of Frizeland, for the Reduction of 
n His Highneſs was perſuaded that 
He was already Maſter of the Town, and 
told Monſieur Cats He would ſet out that very 
Day to put Himſelf at the Head of the 
Troops. SORE 
The Grand Peufſonary would willingly 
have excuſed Himielf ſrom undertaking 
ſo diſagreeable a Commiſſion. He beg d 
the Prince to Write doun the Names of 
the Devgties, and the Motives that had 
induced his ZZ7ehne/s to confine Them; 
The Fear and Surprize with which he was 
penetrated, having made him incapable, 
He faid, ol repeating His Fighneſss 
Words with that exactneſs that was re- 
quitite. 88 
The News th he whole Aſſembly of 
the States of Holland into the utmoſt Con- 
a ; They were at a Loſs what 
eaſures to take, and adjourned for ſome 
Days to acquaint their Principals with what 
paſſed at the Hague, and receive their 


* z 


Orders, 


3 
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The learned Hiſtorian whom I have 
choſen to follow in my Relation of theſe 
Facts, informs us that the Language of the 
Prince's Party upon this Occaſion, was that 
the Sradtholder was originally created to 
preſerve the Treaty of Ttrecht, and reſtrain 
ſuch Provinces as might either attempt to diſ- 
ſolve It, or ſeparate Themſelves from the 
| Reſt, They ſaid, Horrand had ſtruck 

an unhappy Blow at the Union, in dif 
| banding the Troops by her awn Authority, 
not only againſt the Conſent, but even in 
direct Oppoſition to the STATEs GENERAL, 
That ſo violent a Proceeding gave Room 
to ſuſpect ſhe had formed a Deſign to uſurp 
a Superiority over her Siſter Provinces ; but 
that ſuppoſing the beſt, ſhe had given a 
very dangerous Example to the Reſt, who 
would at any time think Themſelves e- 
qually at Liberty to disband the Troops 
that were in their Pay; inſomuch that the 
Republic might be left entirely naked and 
defenceleſs. To this, they added, that a 
violent Diſeaſe could not be cured but by 
a Remedy of the ſame Nature, which their 
Hic MichrINESssES underſtood ſo well, 


I ——— ů— 44H 
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that they had inveſted the Prince with an 
unlimited Power to act as He thought 


* 5 


But the Republicans, irtitated at this Con- 


duct, complained loudly of thoſe rempo- 
Ang Conrtiers, who ſacrificing the Com- 
monwealth to their private Intereſt, ed the 
Prince by Degrees to a Deſpotick Power. 


"Twas with the utmoſt Concern They faw 


the Literty of the States violated ; a Num- 
ber of Deputies imprifoned, and the Reſt 
intimidated and heartleſs, at a Crifs when 
all their Courage was requiſite to aſſert the 
Liberties of the Province. In vain, ſaid they, 


have we reſiſted the SpaNIsH Yors, if 


we muſt now receive that of the young 
PRINCE of ORANGE. In vain was fo muct 
Blood ſpilt, to eſtabliſh a Monarchy for the 
Hlonſe of Naſſau. - 

In the mean Time, the Prince, who covered 
his Actions under the Reſolution of the States 
General, by which they authoriſed Him in 


general Terms, to employ the neceſſary means 
for the Preſervation of the UNioN, and the 


Prevention of whatſoever might be undertaken 
to its Prejudice, thought it proper to let their 
High Mightinefſes know the Uſe He made of 
the Power they had entruſted him with. 
This was done in His Higbneſis Name, by 


the. Prefident of the Week ; But notwith- 
* 1 ſtanding 
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Provinces. | 
But the Prince had thrown the Die, and 
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States tor the Prince and his Family, their 


| Concern was very great; and twas appa- 


rent enough from their Surprize, that they 


had never entertained an Idea, that the ge- 


neral, unguarded e: in which their 


Reſolution was couched, could have been 


conſtrued into an Authority to impriſon Six 
of the Pxovinciarl STATES, and lay 
Siege to the principal City of the United 


would not retract It. He believed the Suc- 
ceſs of all his Deſigns depended upon the 
Reduction of Amſterdam, and reſolved if 
poſſible, to make Himſelf Maſter of It. 
To this Purpoſe He had ordered Count 
Dhona and Monſieur De Somelſdick, to draw 
out Part of the neighbouring Garriſons, 
and rendevous at Alcon, ſituated about 
two Leagues from Amſterdam, where CounT 
WILLIAM of NassAu, STADTHOLDER of 


FRIZ ELAN D, was to join Them, ſo as to 


be before that Czty by Break of Day, where 
they were to poſſeſs Themſelves of a Gate, 
before the Burghers had Leiſure to prepare 


for its Defence; and to facilitate the Ex- 


ecution, Major Gentillot a Frenchman, had 
conveyed Himſelf into the Town on the 


Evening before, with fifty Men, who were 


to 


ſtanding the Reſpect and Affection of the 
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to ſecure the Guard, and open a Gate to 


the Beſtegers. | 
The Magiſtrates and People of Amſterdam, 
were in ſo great a Security, that at the firſt 


News of this little Army, they concluded 


Them to be ſome Vagabond Souldiers be- 


longing to the Duke of Lorraine, that were 


ventured out a Moroding ; far from ſuſpect- 
ing that the Troops of the State could be 
engaged in ſuch an Expedition. The Enter- 
priſe was well concerted, and miſcarried 


through very trifling Incidents. Tho in 


the Middle of Summer, the Night was ſo 


obſcure and rainy, that the Horſe miſtaking 


their Way, did not come up to the Place 
of Rendezvous till long after the Time 


appointed; and what was ſtill of more Im- 
portance, the Oficer who commanded 


Them, not being in the Secret, permitted 
the Hamborough Poſt- Boy to go on, who 
alarmed the whole Town with an Account 
of what He had ſeen, which was ſoon 
confirmed by an Expreſs from the Governor 
of Muyden, giving an Account, that a conſi- 
derable Body of Horſe were in full March 
on the Side of the Diemar. | 

The People ſurpriſed with the Approach 
of the Troops, run in Crowds to offer their 
Service: The Cannon were brought to the 


Ramparts, and ſeveral Men of War, and 


Frigates 
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Frigates, were put in Order for the Defence 


of the Port and the River Amſtel. The 
Senate debated whether They ſhould lay 
the Country under Water, by cutting their 
Dykes and opening the Sluices; but the more 
moderate Opinions prevailed, and They de- 
termined only to admit ſo much Water, as 
was neceſſary for the Security of thoſe 
Places that were eaſieſt of Acceſs. 

The Seige of a Town ſituated in the Bot- 
tom of a Gulf, ſurrounded with Fens and 
Marſhes, and to which It was impoſſible to 
make Approaches, except by Cauſeways 
and narrow Roads, intermixt with an 
infinite Number of Canals, could not but 
be exceeding difficult ; and accordingly the 


Count De Naſſau, no ſooner found his De- 


ſign was diſcovered, than he knew it to 
be impracticable. 

The Prince received the News of This 
upon Saturday in the Evening, and was 
extreamly affected with the ill Succeſs of 
an Enterprize, in which his Honour and 
Authority were equally concerned. He be- 


lieved, ſays my Hiſterian upon this Occaſi- 


on, what Princes commonly believe, that his 
Preſence would immediately diſpel all Diffi- 
culties; and thus on Sunday Morning, af- 
ter having been at Church, and heard the 
Remonſtrances of the two Provincial Courts 


of 
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of Juſtire, He took Horſe in View of the 
States General, and ſet out to put Himſelf 
at the Head of the Troops that were be- 
fore Amſterdam, followed by a great Num- 
ber of Offcers and Nobiliry* who determined 
to ſhare his Fortune. N 

His Highneſs ſent circular Letters the 
fame” Morning, to all the Provinces, except 
Holland, acquainting Them, that having re- 
ceived Orders from the States General, for 
the Re. eſtabliſiment of the Union, He had 
taken the neceſſary Meaſures for that 
Purpoſe: That having repreſented to the 
States of Holland, in the moſt pathetick Man- 
ner, tlie Miſchiefs into which they were about 
td preeipitate the Republic, He had afterwards 
addreſſed himſelf to the particular Town 
of that Province; but this Remedy having 
only ſerved to inflame the Sore, He found 
Himſelf obliged, in order to come at the 
Root of the Diſeaſe, to impriſon certain 
diſaffected Perſons, who diſturbed the Re- 
poſe” of the Commonwealth, and to poſſeſs 
Himſelf of the Town of Amſterdam. Laſt- 
ly;”, He hoped” the Provinces Would not on- 
If: approve, but alſo concur in his Defign, 
and aſſiſt Him to chaſtiſe Thoſe' who di- 
ſturbed* the public Peace; proteſting,” before 
Gad, that he had no other View, than the 
Re. eſtabliſliment of the Tranquility, Da N 
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Good of his Country, with the Security of 
the Reformed Religion, for: the Preſervation 
of which He was ready to. ſacrifice his 
Life. 
Sn the Road between the Hague and Am- 
flerdam, his HIN ESS found Monſſeur De 
Be verweert; who tho related to the Family 
of Nassau, had not been of the Prince's 
Cabinet when this Undertaking was reſolved 
on. In order to make his Highneſs compre- 
hend his Danger, He carried Him upon the 
Dyke which ſeparates. the 7ey. from the Sea 
of. Harlem. * Obſerve, ſays he to the Prince, 
this immenſe: Quantity of Water, which it 
* will be impoſlible to reſiſt, if the Magiſtrates 
© of Amſterdam: reſolve to make Uſe: of it to 
* drown your Forces. This once determined; 
© the Height and Impetuoſity of the Water will 

be redoubled by opening their Dykes and 
© Slaices, and your Army will periſh-under the 

* Walls of a Town, which it 1s impoſſible to- 

* take if they will hazard every thing for its 
Defence. The Thing was evident; and the 
Prince, who perceived that the Safety of his 
Army depended on the Arbitration of the 


People and Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, deſired 5 


Monfieur. De Beverweert to make all the Haſte | 
he could to the Hague, and engage the States 
General 50. N ecall f His Highneſs, by 4: Depu- 
tation which might ſcreen-his Honour, and 
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preſerve Him the Affections of the People, 
by his appearing to lay aſide the Seige in 
Deference to the Councils of the Republic. 

Before Monſieur Beverweert could get to 
the Hague, Monſieur de Bronkburſt, Preſident 
of the Week, had already notified the Prince's 
Departure to the States general, and his Deſign 
upon Amſterdam. Their Hi MiGuTiINEs- 

J _  SEs were of Opinion, that the Source of the 
| _ Evil was in the Province of Holland, and that 
it was impoſlible to redreſs it without her 
Concurrence; wherefore they voted a Depu- 
tation to the States of that Province, conjuring | 
them to ſtop the Courſe of ſo dangerous an 
Emotion. The States of Holland, on their 
Part, went in a Body to the Grard Pen- 
fionary, deſiring him to uſe his utmoſt En- 
deavours to terminate this Affair, either by 
Procuring a Repeal of the Reſolution of the 
1 States General, upon which the Prince of 
Orange grounded his Meaſures ; or that a 
Deputation ſhould be ſent to the Prince, de- 
— ſuing his Hizhneſs's Return to the Hague, 
and that he would reſtore the Commerce of 


WE _ * wy * ” 


| Amſterdam, by ceaſing all Hoſtilities, and 
| ordering the Troops to their ſeveral Quar- 
' ters. This was exactly what the Prince delir- 
13 ed; who whilſt Things were thus negotiating 
| at the Hague, concluded another Treaty at 
Amſterdam, that was {till more advantageous 
| N 1 


to Him. His Flighneſs wrote to the Ma- 


iſtrates, demanding Admiſſion into the 
Town, but inſinuated at the fame Time 
that He would not enter it, till the Miſ⸗- 
underſtanding ſhould be made up ; upon 
Which the Regency ſent four Deputies to 
confer with His Highneſs, who agreed upon 
* the following Articles. = 
Firſt, that the Prince ſhould be received 
= into the City with all the Honours that 
had ever been paid to his Predeceſſors, Go- 
vernours of the Province: and in Quality of 
4 Member of the Council of State, his Highneſs 
1 was promiſed an Audience in full Senate. By 
y the ſecond Article, the Town promiſed to 
- | pay the Arrears, due to the Troops that the 
4 Province of Holland had broke, and conſent 
4 to the Propoſition made on that Subject by 
- the Council of State, bearing Date the 1570 


f of July. Thirdly, the Magiſtrates engaged 
> to employ their good Offices with the States 
- of Holland, in order to re-eſtabliſh the U- 
* NION, and obliterate the Remembrance of 
f what was paſſed. And laſtly, the Prince 
* demanded that Meſſieurs Bitter, one late 
- and the other Regent Burgomaſter of Am- 
F< fterdam, ſhould be ſuperceded in their Em- 
6 ploy ments, and rendered incapable of bear- 
at ing any Office in the City for the future. 


us Theſe Magiſtrates had very much ſignaliſed 
- 125 = Them- 
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Themſelves by their Zeal and Activity for 
the Defence of the Town, and the Senate 


oppoſed this Demand with a great deal of 
Warmth; but the two Burgomaſters made a 
generous Sacrifice of their Employments to 
the Tranquility of the Public. 

Thus finiſhed the Siege of Amſterdam. 
The Troops were ſent back to their Quar- 
ters; the Prince, content to have acquired 
the Liberty of entring the City, went a- 
way without doing It, the Deputies of 
the States General being informed upon the 
Road, that the Difference was made up, re- 
turned to the Hague; and the Regents of 


Amſterdam executed the Capitulation with 


PunQuality. But to avoid being expoſ- 
ed to the fame Attempts for the Future, 
They reſolved to fortify Their City, and 
ſettled fifty four Companies of Burghers for 


its Defence. 


The Reader will be ſurpriſed, conſider- 


ing the ill Situation of the Princes Army, 


that his ZZighneſs ſhould have procured ſuch 
advantagious Terms. But it ſeems the 
Town already began to feel the ill Effects 
of a Siege ; and beſides this, the Prince had 
his Party in the City, which upon this 
Occaſion was joyned by the Malecontents, 
and both together made a very numerous 


Bedy. Satires were thrown about 1 
| | the 


J 
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the Magiſtrates, who amongſt other Things, 
were accuſed with holding Intelligence with 
the PARLIAuENT of ENGLAND, becauſe 
PETERSON, à Senator of Amſterdam, had 
been ſent to CkomwErLL, on the Part of 
the Province of Holland, whilſt he refuſed to 
admit an Embaſſador from the Republic. 
This, whether true or falſe, ſerved to ren- 
der Them extreamly odious to the Public; 
the Engliſh being then, as They are at 
preſent, mortally hated by the People of 
the Province of Holland, eſpecially thoſe 
of Amſterdam, as their great Rivals in 
Commerce, Without which the Dutch can- 
not poſſibly ſubſiſt. The Merchants appre- 
hended that the Siege would ſtop the 
Payment of their Bills, and ruin public 
Credit, by breaking the Courſe of Exchange ; 
and the PRINcE took Care to ſtrengthen 
their Apprehen/tons, by giving out, that He 
intended to change the Siege into a Blocade, 
in Order to have Time to reinforce his 
Army. Laſtly, It muſt be owned, that the 
Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, did not find that 
Support from the Province of HoLLanD, 
which they had Reaſon to Expect. Har- 
lem, opened her Gates to the Princes Troops, 
and ſupply'd Them with Proviſions; Ley- 
den, furniſhed Them with Implements ne- 


ceſſary for the Siege; Delſt ſent her Can- 
| 2 non 
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non and other Military Stores, laid up there 
in the provincial Arſenal; and of all the 
Towns of the Province, 7ergow alone, for- 
bid her Garriſon to join the Prince, in 
Oppoſition to his Highneſss Orders. In 
this feeble Manner acted the States of Fol- 
land; fo unlike the Deſcendants of thoſe 
who had reſcued their Liberty from the 
Tyranny of Parr II. r 
As for the States General, they amuſed 
Themſelves with fruitleſs Deliberations, in- 
ſtead of revoking their Reſolution, which 
gave a Colour to the Princes Undertak- 
ing Nor could this be wondred at; for 
not only the Friends of the ZFouſe of 
Orange were extreamly numerous in the 
Aſſembly of the States General : but ſome of 
the Provinces began to think their Intereſt 
different from that of Holland. 

The Affair of the Six Priſoners at Lou- 
veſtein, was yet to be adjuſted. Dort made 
preſſing Inſtances for the Liberty of her 
Burgomaſter De Wit, and ſent her Deputies 
to the Hague, with Orders not to engage 
in any public Affair, till they had pro- 
cured it. But the other Towns, intimi- 

dated by the Siege of Amſterdam, did 
not proceed with the fame Vigour; ſo a 
Treaty was concluded, by which the Prince 


of Orange engaged to jet the Priſoners at 
| Liberty, 
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Liberty, on Condition that They ſhould 
ask Leave to relinquiſh their Employ- 
ments. | 
In the mean Time, the fix Provinces who 
had received the Princes circular Letters, 
loaded his Z7ghneſs with their Compliments, 
and Thanks Br his Care of the public. They 


differed from one another in the Warmth of 


their Acknowledgments ; but all concurred to 
thank him for his Zeal and Care to preſerve 
the Union: and as for the Siege of Amfter- 
dam, ſome ſtiled it an heroical Action; and 
all agreed that it was neceſſary. In Reality 
the Prince had executed every thing the 
States general could wiſh, both for the Se- 
curity of the Tnion, and the particular Mor- 
tification of the Province of Holland; But, 
the Means His Highneſs employed were vio- 
lent, and ſuch as he would never have 
made uſe of, had He intended to have con- 
fined Himſelf to the Province of a Mediator. 
From hence it was in a manner evident, 
that He had formed the Deſign of ma- 
king Himſelf the Sovereign of his Country; 
and tho nothing was omitted that might 
mag conceal the Truth of his Intentions 
from the Public, yet his Highneſs had the 
Mortification to find his Views were pene- 
trated, and that He had entirely loſt the 
Confidence of the People. 5 on 

| Gy This 
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This made the Hague diſagreeable to Him: 
So his Highneſs left that charming Village, 
and went to hide his Chagrin at a Country, 
Seat He had lately purchaſed in Gelderland. 
Here he ſpent his Time in Hunting, which 
was his favorite Exerciſe, and in reconciling 
private Differences between the Nobility of 
the Province ; till being taken ill of a Fever, 
he was brought back to the Hague on the 
28h of October, 1650, where in two Days af- 
ter his Arrival, He was taken with the Small 
Pox, of which he died in November following, 
in the twenty fifth Year of his Age. 
This Accident occaſioned an equal Joy and 
Sorrow in the United Provinces. Thoſe Ma- 
- giſtrates who had been imprifoned and de- 
poſed by the Prince's Authority, were now 
re-eſtabliſhed with Honour in their Em- 
ploy ments; and ſuffered Themſelves to be ſo 
tar tranſported, as to forget what was due 
to Decency. Medals were ſtruck, inf _ 
the Memory of the dead Prince, — 
which that of Amſterdam was moſt remark- 
able. This repreſented a riſing Sun, and a 
young fiery Horſe, extending Himſelf over 
the Town of Amſterdam with this Motto, 


CRIMũINE AB UNO 


DPISCE OMN ESV. 


And 
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And in the Margin was added, 


Qur4a BELLA VETAREAT. 


Attributing to Amſterdam the Honour of 
having put a Stop to the War. On the Re- 
verſe was ſeen a falling Phaeton with theſe 
Words. | by 


MAGNIS EXCIDIT AUSIS- 
And at the Bottom was repreſented the Fu- 


neral Proceſſion from the Hague to Delfe. 
On the other hand, the Grief that many 


felt on Occaſion of the Princes Death, was 


inexpreſſible. The Clergy teſtified their Con- 
cern by Funeral Orations, which were ſo 
many Panegyricks to the Memory of the de- 
ceaſed. The Army regretted the Loſs of its 
General and Patron; The greater Part of the 
States general, who had always given into 


the Prince's Meaſures, were apprehenfive of 


a Revolution in the Government of the Pro- 
vinces, Which might prove to their Detri- 
ment; and the Princeſs was inconſolable for 
the Loſs of a Husband, who after the tra- 
gical Death of her Father, and the Flight of 
her Brothers was her only Comfort. Her 
. Grief was abated however by the 
Po 


thumous Birth of a Prince, whom ſhe. 


T2”, ay brought 


j . 
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brought into the World eight Days after 
his Father's Diſeaſe. This was WILLIAM III, 
Prince of Orange, and afterwards, King of Great 
Britain, whoſe glorious Actions have eter- 
naliſed his Memory. „ 
WiIrIIAu II, was extreamly Handſome, 
but of a Temper inclining to Melancholy. 
He was ſeldom” ſeen to laugh, and had 
from his earlieſt Infancy, preferred ſerious 
Occupations to the common Amuſements 
of Childhood. He had an uncommon Pe- 
netration, and a wondrous Diſpoſition for 
the Sciences, eſpecially the Mathematicks, 
and was a very great admirer of Des 
CaRTESS Philoſophy, tho it was very much 
decried in the Univerſities of the Republic. 
He had inherited both the Politicks and 
7. x wha of his Grandfather, and it was 
preſumed upon very good Grounds, that 
| He would have equailed the Braveſt of 
huis Anceſtors in military Performances. 
His Ambition was unlimited; and as He 
facrificed every Thing to lt, tis proba- 
Lle that had He lived, He would have 
acquired the Sovereignty of the United Pro- 
vinces, either under a freſh Title, or by 
perpetuating the Szadrholderfhip in his Fa- 
mily, as it Was afterwards tettled in the 
Time of his Son, William III. 


The 


Part I. ILLusTRATA, &c. 233 


The Death of William II, was attended 
with ſeveral great Events. The Power of 
the Stadt holder devolved in a great Mea- 
ſure on the States of the ſeveral Provinces; 
and in Proceſs of Time, This produced a 
perpetual Edict on the Part of Holland, or 
a Bill of Excluſion, which incapacitated the 
young Prince of Orange to enjoy the Dig- 
nities of his Anceſtors, and annihilated the 
Stadtholderſhip in that Province. Nothing 
was omitted that could poſſibly weaken the 
Prince, and put it out of his Power to 
revenge Himſelf, in Time to come, of the 
Indignities that were now offered Him; 
nor can there be a greater Inſtance of the 
Inſtability of human Affairs, than the Hi- 
ſtory of the perpetual Edict. go 

Jonx De Wir was made Grand Penſionary 
of Holland in 1653, whoſe Hatred for the 

Stadtholderſbip, and Reſentment for the uſage 
his Father had received from Milliam II, could 
be equalled by Nothing but the Greatneſs 
of his Abilities, and his Capacity to effect 
whatſoever he undertook, The United Pro- 
vinces were engaged in a ruinous War with 
England, and ſent their Miniſters to pro- 
poſe a Peace at London. 

OrIVEXR CROMWELL then governed the 
Affairs of England, under the Appearance of 
a Council of State, of which he was . ; 

| 9 


.V 
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The Embaſſadors, were admitted to an Au- 
dience in the Council. CROMWELIL, anſwer. 
ed their Harrangue by cenſuring the Impru- 
dence of the Republic, in making War with 
fo unequal an Enemy. He told Them 
fiercely, that if He liſtened to Peace, It 
could be only under two Conditions. The 
Firſt: That Satisfaction ſhould be made for 
e Inſults that, TRoM had given to the 
Engliſh Flag, and 2dly, that there ſhould be 
no Suſpenſion of Arms, 'till the Treaty was 
concluded. But ſome Time afterwards, He 
explained Himſelf to two of the Embaſſadors, 
and told Them very frankly, of the Appre- © . 
henſions he was under from the Extent of 
the Dutch Commerce; adding, that there could 
never be a ſure and laſting Peace between 
the two Nations, till there was a Coalition 
of Intereſts, by uniting Them under one aud 
the ſame Government. : 
Since We have the ſame Religion, ſays 
He, We can do Nothing more agreeable 
© to God, than to unite ourſelves ſtrictly, the 
© better to reſiſt the Eenemies of our holy 
* Reformation. The only Object of my Acti- 
© ons having been the Glory of God, this is 
your Security for my Sincerity. It is not wy 
* perſonal Intereſt that engages me to propoſe 
* this Zion of the two Republicks, Content 
with having been the Inſtrument of Heaven, 
e ln 


— 
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in accompliſhing a Work ſo important to 
Religion, | am far from deſiring to draw 
* any particular Advantage from It. The 
two Nations making one and the fame 
people, ſhall be governed by a SovEREIGN 
© PARLIAMENT, in which the Dnited Pro- 
© vinces ſhall have their Deputies. I will 
depend equally on this auguſt Tribunal, 
* with every other Subject; and retain no 
more Power than ſhall be allotted me. (a) 

This Propoſition firſt broach'd to the 
Dutch Miniſters by Cromwell, was afterwards 
communicated to them in Form by the 
Council of State. The Embaſſadors aſtoniſh'd 
at fo extraordinary an Overture, faid all 
they could to ſhew the Impoſſibility of its 
Execution: But the Council was reſolute, and 
threatned to break off the Conferences, if 
this Article were refuſed : upon which the 
Embaſſadors detached two of their Body to 
conſult their Principals in Holland, and re- 
ceive new Inſtructions how to treat ſo ſin- 
gular a Propoſal. | 

In the mean time the Engliſh and Durch 
Fleets engaged. Admiral Tromp was killed, 

and Monk obtained a bloody Victory. 


3 


—— 


— 


f () Annales des Provinces unies, par Zaſnage Fol. 312. 
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The Dutch Embaſſadors returned to Lox- 
DON. They ſhew'd the Impoſſibility of a 
Union between the two Nations, and pro- 
poſed other Meaſures for an Accommoda- 
tion. Cromwell, affected to be convinced by 
their Arguments. and after expreſſing his 
own good Deſigns in forming that Project; 
He told Them, that provided they could a- 


gree upon the Superiority of the Flag, and a 


Duty to be paid to England for the Herrings 
alen on . oaſt, Tay, ata be yy 
concluded. But ſome Days afterwards, the 
Commiſſioners who were appointed to ne- 
gotiate with the Dutch, preſented Them the 
Proje& of a Treaty, in which beſides the Ar- 
ticle of the Flag, and the Duty upon Her- 
rings, were inſerted two freſh Demands, im- 
plying, that the Szates ſhould engage them- 
ſelves to exclude the Prince of Orange from all 


the Employments of his Anceſtors, and that 


the Republic ſhould not fit out above a cer- 
tain Number of Men of War, without the 
Conſent of the Parliament of England. 

_ Theſe Conditions appeared intollerable to 


the Embaſſadors, who. took their Leaves, and 


prepared to return Home, juſt as Cromwell 
having deſtroyed the little Authority that 
remained in the Parliament, aflumed. the 
Government under the Title of PRO TEC/ 


For ; Which havig created him a great 


many 
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many Enemies, He became more diſpoſed to 
an Accommodation with the Ynited Pro. 
vinces. Twas then that having comprehen- 
ded the Impoſſibility of engaging the Repub- 
lic to exclude the young, Prince of Orange, He 
made a ſecret Propoſition to Monſieur De Be- 
wverning, a Member of the Embaſly on the 
Part of Holland, in which he offered Him 
the Peace, provided the Province of Holland 
alone, would engage by a private and ſe- 
parate Article never to have a Stadtholder. 
The Embaſſadors ſet fail for Holland, and 
found the States general very well diſpoſed to 
_ conclude the Peace: but as there was a Ne- 
ceſſity for conſulting the ſeveral provincial 
States, and theſe not being aſſembled, The 
Province of Holland, which reſolved to make 
the beſt of the Prozefor's pacific Diſpoſition ; 
ordered Monſſeur De Beverning back to Lon- 
don, in the fame Veſſel that brought Him 


So precipitated a Conduct diſpleaſed the 
other Provinces. They began to ſuſpect Hol- 
land of ſeparate Meaſures, and an Intelligence 
with Cromwel, prejudicial to the common In- 
tereſt. However, The States general re- 
ſolved to fend back AMeſſieurs Nieuport and 
Jong {tal to London, with Orders to join the 
Deputy of Holland, and take upon them the 
Character of Embaſſadors. Monſieur Nieuport 
| | Was 
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was of the Province of Holland ; but Jong- 
flal was of Frizeland, and had ſtrict Or- 
ders from his Province, to watch the Intereſt 
of the Houſe of Orange. | 

In the mean Time Monſieur De Beverning 
who had been abſent from London, but 
fourteen Days, found the Protector s Diſpo- 


ſition for Peace very much abated. Crom- 
well inſiſted more ſtrenuouſly than ever, up- 


on the Excluſion of the Prince of Orange, 
which there was ſo little Appearance of ob- 
taining from the States General, that Meſſeurs 
De Beverning and Nijeupert, durſt not ſo much 
as communicate the i ropoſal to their Col- 


league Manſſeur Fang ſtal, Deputy of Frize- 


land; and Monficur Baſnage Himlelt, aiſures 
us, Thar this Point was treated in Se- 
cret Conferences between the Protector and 


Monfieur De Beverning, who at laſt engaged 


that the Province of Holland ſhould never 


confer the Poſt of Sradtholder and Cap* 


tain General on the young Prince of Orange. 
(a) CROMWELIL, ſaid He could not ſleep at 

Eafe, nor think Himſelf ſecure of the Re- 
public, whilſt the Prince entertained any 
Hopes of poſſeſſing the Authority of his 
Anceſtors, which might enable Him to 


6—— 
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@) Annales des Provinces ufiics, par Baſnage, Fol. 335. 
- aſſiſt 


25 


* 
am ak and oo = OS ES 


V 
Y 
7 


* 


Part I. ILLusTRATA, Gr. 239 


aſſiſt his Uncle CHARLEs II, to recover the 
Crown of England. But from the Moment 
the Protector obtained this Promiſe on the 
Part of Holland, He thought Himſelf ſecure 
on the Side of the United Provinces ; and 
Meſſiears De Beverning and Nieuport hav- 
ing aſſured Him that land would rati- 
fy the Secret Article of the Prince's Ex- 
cluſion; the Peace was immediately con- 
When the Treaty came to.. be ratified, 
there was then a Neceſſity of publiſhing 
the ſeparate Article; which had hitherto 
been kept an inviolable Secret, not only 
to the States General, but even to the 
Towns of the Province of Holland. And 
now It was, that the Grand Penfionary DE 
Wir, who had hitherto concealed Himſelf, 
came publicly upon the Stage. But before 
He made the Overture to the States of 
Holland; He took care to adminiſter an Oath 
to all the Deputies, binding them not only 
to keep ſecret the Propoſition He was about 
to make; but allo not to declare that any | 
Oath of Secrecy had been exacted. This | 
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(a) See the Treaty of Peace and Union between Orr- 
vER CROMWELL as Proteſtor of England, and the United 
_ Provinces, concluded at Weſtminſter, Aprill 25th. 1654. 
Tyaites de Paix. Lom. 1II. p. 047» 


5 being 


the Choice of a Perſon to fill that Poſt, was 


being done, He acquainted them with the ſe- 
parate Article concluded by their Miniſter at 


London. The Aſtoniſhment was inexpreſ- 
ſible. Thoſe few who were in the Secret, 
after counterfeiting a greater Surprize - than 
the Reſt, declared for the Excluſion. O- 
thers defired leave to return to their Cities, 
and conſult their Principals ; which was gran- 
ted on Condition, that They ſhould com- 


municate the Affair only to the Burgema/?- 


ers, and ſuch as could promote the Succeſs 
of It. Upon the Return of the Deputzes, the 


Opinions proved to be divided. The Repre- 
ſentatives of Harlem and Leyden, who were 
at the Head of thoſe that oppoſed the Ex- | 
cluſion; exclaimed loudly againſt the Con- 


duct of Monfiewr De Beverning and Nieu- 


port, and were for calling Them to an Ac- 


count. Upon which, Monſſeur De Wit, per- 


- ceiving the Diſpute grow violent, made an 


Offer to determine the Deliberation accord- 
ding to the Plurality of Voices. But This 


was violently oppoſed by the Prince's Party, 


who cry'd out, that He was going about 


to ſap the Foundation of the nion; and 


that this being a Matter that related merely 
to War and Peace, the Tnanimity of the States 


was requiſite. Others faid on the contrary, 


that the Eſtabliſhment of a Stadtholder, or 
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one of thoſe Afﬀairs W domeſtic; 
and abſolutely foreign either to War or Peace; 


ſince It depended only on the Province of 


Holland to have a Governour or not; or to e- 


lect or reject whom ſhe thought proper. This 


was the Opinion of the Majority, and ac- 


_ cordingly It was reſolved, * That His 
* HigHNtss the PRoTECToOR of ENGLAND, 
© having repreſented to the Embaſſadors of 


the Republic in ſeveral Conferences, that 
in Order to render the Peace ſure and 
laſting, between the two Nations, It was 
neceſſary to eaſe Him of” the Fear He 
was under, that if the principal Employ- 
ments of the State were conferred on the 
Prince of Orange, the Alliances of that 
Prince with the Family of the Stuarts, 
would occaſion Miſunderſtandings. and 
Jealouſies that might plunge the two 
Nations into a freſh War; therefore, in 
order to ſecure the Peace, and fatisfy his 
Highneſs ; the High and Mighty Lords, the 
States of Holland, promiſe never to chuſe 
the Prince El Orange, nor any of his Deſ- 
cendants, for their Governour or Admi- 
ral; and that this Province will never 


K 


ſuffer any of her Members to give their 


Vote for making the Prince, Captain Gene- 
* ral of the Republic. „ 


R When 


2422 3 AT AVIA art I. 


When Monſieur De Mit, ſent the Ratifi- 
3 cation to London, he carried his Diſſimula- 
'' tion fo far, as to conjure the Datch Enibaſſa- 
ors to make all poſſible Inſtances with Crom- 
well, to recede from his Demand of the Ex- 
| cluſion. Ton cannot do the Province a greater 
Service, fays He, in his Letter to Pan Be- 
wverning and Nieaport, than to find an Ex- 
pedient to prevent the delivering of the Aft 
of Exclufion, which has been obtained with the 
utmoſt Difficulty, and to whith the States 
| "would never have conſented, but for the ſake 
| "of avoiding the dire Calamities of War. 
|  - Crxomwerr died in September 1658, 
and CHARLES II; Uncle to the Prince of 
| Orange, was reſtored to the Throne of Great I 
= «+ Britain, in 1660. Had the States of Hol- t 
land and Monſieur De Wit been fincere, now 4 
was the Time to repeal the Reſolutions x 
. taken in Prejudice of the young Prince. z 
1% The Aiug of England, deſired It; and They 5 
: run the Hazard of incurring the dire 7 
Calamities of War by a Refuſal. But 
De Wit, who had now thrown off the 7 

I's Mask; not only hindred the Szates of Hol- in 
land from complying with the Inſtances of S. 
CHARLES II, but induced them in 1667, - Re 

to enact and ſwear to the Obſervation of 0 
the perpetual Edict, which annihilated the | . 
5 Sg | Stadt- Ua 
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Stadtholderſhip for ever, (a) There was 
not leſs Art made uſe of upon this Occaſion, 
than had been employed in 1554, to procure 
the Ratification of the Treaty made with 
Cromwell. But the Time drew very near, 
when * Monſieur de Wit was to repent the 
Succeſs ot his own Management. Lewis XIV, 
King of France, having invaded the @»z- 
ted Provintes in 1672, the Rapidity of his 


Victories threatned the Republic with im- 


mediate Ruin. In this Diſtreſs the People 
turn their Eyes to the Young PRINCE of 
ORANGE; the States are forced by the 


neceſſity of their Affairs to make Him their 


Captain General; He is ſuccesful in his firſt 
Enterpriſes, and contrary to all Expecta- 
tion ſtops the Torrent of the French Arms; 


Meſſieurs De Wit, are maſſacred by the en- 


raged Populace at the Hague; The perpe- 
tual Edict is revoked ; the Prince is created 
Stadtholder, and that Dignity made heredi. 


tary in his Family. 


What has been ſaid of the Princes of 
Orange, and the Earl of Liceſter, contains 
in a Manner the entire Hiſtory of the 


Stadtholderſbip, from the Formation of the 
| - Republic. The Abuſes of that Office may alſo 


(a) See the Edict at large, Annales des Provinces 


Uaics par Baſuage, Fol. 826. 
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be gathered from the preceding Pages. It 
remains only to give the Reader a more 
preciſe Idea of the Authority and Privi- 
ledges annexed to It by the Conſtitution. 
When the EARL of LEICESTER came in- 
to the United Provinces, The STATES GEN E- 
RAL ixveſted him with the ſupream Command of 
their Forces, both by Sea and Land, as well 
as. with an abſolute Authority for the Direction 
and Management of all Affairs that related to 
the Army and Navy. Beſides this, They entru- 
fted Him with the Adminiſtration and Direction 
E of their civil Policy, and Courts of Juſtice, to | 
e by Him adminiſtred as the preceding Go- . 
wvernoars of the Low Countries had lawfully 
i'8 done, eſpecially in the Time of Charles V. 
| . The Oath which PRIN CR Maurice took 
= at his Entrance into this Employment, was 
| conceived in the following Terms. © I pro- 
* miſe-and ſwear to the CoNFEDERATE 
© STATEs of the Low CouNrRIESs, in the 
Defence of the reformed Religion, and name- 
* Iy to the high and low Nobility, and to the 
* Magiſtrates of the Towns of Holland, and 
Weftfrizeland, who repreſent the States of 
© thole Nations, to be to Them, faithful and 
obedient, and that I will obey, and will ſo 
provide, that the Offcers of the Army, the 
© Captains, and others who are ſubject to our 
© Command, do obey the Lawsand — 
f | es: "OL 
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* of the confederate States in general, and par- 
© ticularly Thoſe of Holland. (a) 

It appears from hence, that the Stadtholder 
was under a double Obligation, firſt to obey 
the States general in ſuch Things as relpected 


the War, and the common Intereſts of the 


Confederacy; and ſecondly, to obey more par- 


"ticularly the States of Holland, compoſed of 
the Nobility, with the Magiſtrates of the Towns, 


and alſo to take care that others ſhould obey 
Them. In his Inſtructions, it was amongſt o- 
ther Things ſtipulated, that he ſhould defend, 
maintain and extend the Right of the public 
Authority, the Laws, and the common Prof 


perity. The Souldiers took a paraliel Oath to 


the States, and obeyed Prince Maurice in all 


that regarded the War. 


The STApTHOL DER, in other Reſpects, 
had no Power either to levy or diſcharge 
the Troops. This was left entirely to the 


States, who indeed conſulted their General, 


but were in no degree obliged to follow his 
Council, or defer to his Advice; nor had He 
any Power over the Payment of the Forces. 
They likewiſe reſerved it to themſelves, to 
put Governours into their Font ier Towns; but 


— — — —— 


( See Chap. xi. of Grotiu's Apol. 
| R * other 


aſſigned Him three or four Deputies to repre- 


other Offcers were choſen by the Stadt holder, 
from a double Nomination of the States. Du- 
ring the Compaign indeed, the General fill d up 
all Poſts that became vacant, but He could nei- 
ther take the Field, form a Camp, beſiege an 
Enemy's Town, make an Jrroad into his Coun- 
zry, or undertake any Thing of great Im- 
portance, without the Confent and expreſs 

Order of the States general. When he had 
formed any Deſign, Which ought not to be 
made public, He told the States general, He 
had ſomething to undertake, which was for 
the Good of the State, without entring into 
Particulars, leſt the Deſign by being diſcove- 
red might become impracticable. He deſcri- 
bed only in general Terms, the Advantages 
that might be derived from It, and named 

in Groſs, the Expence that it was neceſſary 
to provide for; deſiring the Aſembly to aſ- 
ſign Him two or three Perſons, to whom He 
might make a more particular Diſcovery. 
Theſe were granted Him; and afterwards 
thoſe Deputies made their Report to the 4fe 
fembly, without entring however into the Par- 
ticulars of the Euter prize, and when the 
States gave their Conſent, the General pre- 
pared Himſelf to depart, leaving it to them 
to provide all that was neceſſary for the 
- Undertaking. When he took Leave, They 
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ſent the State, and be His Cauncellors in the 


Am. la other Reſpects the Szadrbolder mo- 


delled the Council of Mar at his Pleaſure, and 


was Maſter of the military Diſcipline The 


Srates gave their Genera! for his military Sa- 
lay, Ten thauſand Florins per Month, to which 

were added forty Thouſand: tor. the extraordi- 
nary ho rg of the Campaign; beſides up- 
wards. 


ten Thouſand more for the Enter- 


tainment of Spies and other ſecret Services, 


or - which he was nat accountable. Since the 
Time of PxzincE Mukick, and his Bro- 
ther FR RDERIC HENRY, there have been 
w ST ADTHOLDERS in the T/nited Provinces ; 
the Pzinces of ORANGE were at the Head 
of five Provinces, and the Counts of Nas- 


sau, governed Thoſe of Frizeland and Gro- . 


 #inghen ; but the ſupream Command of the 
Army belonged to the Princes of Orange 
The Authority of the Stadtholder, in his 
civil Capacity, was much ſuperior to That of 
General, and of far greater Confequence to 


the State. He was Chir of the Courts of 


Juſtice, infomuch that his Name was born ar 
the Head of all Orders and Sentences; GRAND 


MasTEr of the Foreſts; fupream CUxarTor 


of the Duiverſuy of Leyden, and without 


Him they could make no Law there. 


Upon any extraordinary Occaſion, the 


STADTHOLDER appeared in the Aſſembly of 
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: the States general, * He had a 8 
make Propofitions for the public Good; and It By 


i * 


* 
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was uſual to inform Him beforehand, what 

Subject was to be —_— upon, both | in this” 

Frag the provincial Aſſemblies. - \ : 
He was likewiſe, the Arlitratod of all 


 Diſpates that aroſe between the Provinces,” 


by Virtue of an Article in the UNION of 
-UrTxtcrxrt, Which lodges that Right in the 
1 of - Provinces. He had the Po-wer 

Criminals condemned to die; and 
—— 4 2 Jin of greater Importance, He 
had a Right of — the Magiftrates f 
| Cities, upon 4 double Nomination of their 


| reſpettive Senates; with Exception to the 


own of AusTERD AM. where He only 
2 the Sheriffs, and the Election of the 
Burgomaſters, remained as It is at preſent, 
in the Hands of the Senate- 
The PRINCES of ORANGE had conſide - 
rable Pcſleflions in the United Provinces, 
which fill, augmented” their Authority, a8 


Stadebolders; but They were no where'ſo _. 
Powerful as in ZEALAND, where of ſeven © 
| Suffrages: which then compoſed the States, 
They were abſolute Maſters of Three; the 

firſt, in Quality of primier Noble of the Pro- 

vince, ane the other two as *, 8 
* ER VEER and r A mirage? 33 | 


